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Campaign Finance and Practices
Complaint Form Page 2

Staiementi of facts:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s) and cite the statute or statutes you believe have been violated.
Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged in your statement.

If the space provided below is insufficient. vou may attach additional pages as necessary.

See altachad:

Complaints must be:
* signed
* notarized
* delivered in person or by mail.




Commissioner of Political Practices Jeif Mangan
1209 8™ Ave
Helena, MT 59620-2401

February 26, 2018

Timothy Adams
6104 E Shadow Dr
Bozeman, MT 59715

Dear Commissioner Mangan,

[ am writing to you today to allege campaign finance violations by the ballot issue committee
Montanans for the 6 mill, AKA Montanans for Higher Education. Their required reports are enclosed as
reference to claims.

Missing Required Reporting Information

According to Montana Code Annotated 13-37-229 1(a), “reports ... must disclose the following
information: the full name, mailing address, occupation and employer...”

This information is missing for donors Pat Holl, Kathleen F Sather and David Warne for the 3/10/17
through 9/30/17 repoit.

Failure to ltemize Consultation Fees/Services

M.C.A. 13-37-229 2b, “Reports of expenditures made to a consultant, advertising agency, polling firm, or
other person that performs services for or on behalf of a ... political committee must be itemized and
described in sufficient detail to disclose the specific services performed by the entity to which payment
or reimburse was made.”

in the 3/10/17 through 9/30/17 report by this committee, “management fees” are listed for Nov and
December 2016 ($10,000), April 15-July 15, ($11,000), Jan 15, 2017 ~ April 15, 2017 ($15,000) Dec 15,
2017 - Jan 15, 2017 ($5,000), as well as additional amounts listed as “reimbursed expenses (tracking
down specific line items) ($1,748.80 & $2,169.83).

In the 10/1/17 to 12/31/17 filing by this committee, there are additional occurrences.

CMW Strategies is provided October fundraising fee ($2,500.000), Nov and Dec fundraising fee
{$5,000.00), and Strategies 360 is provided October management fee ($5,000.00), Nov and Dec mgmt.
fees ($10,000.00) and fees are also listed for assessment survey and reimbursed expenses for website
domains and email setup. It should be noted that although statute specifically prohibits the failure to
itemized consulting and management fees, this behavior lasted over a year, according to their own
reports.

!intend to show that in addition to the insufficient reporting that specifically goes against the Montana
DISCLOSE Act, which outlines specificity in reporting and itemizing expenditures, that Montanans
Against the 6 Mill/Montanans For Higher Education is coordinating directly with members of state



government, including the Board of Regents. Please examine the additional contributions from
members of state government, including Regent Robert Nystuen (Market President/Glacier Bank) and
Regent Paul C Tuss (Executive Director/Bear Paw Development Corporation).

ft is worth noting that in this specific case, the large majority of contributions come from corporate
entities, and the treasurer is the CEO of Blue Cross Blue Shield Montana, an insurance entity which
profits directly from the University system they are attempting to convince average Montanans to pay
higher property taxes with their support of the levy. When a bipartisan majority of legislators and the
Governor came today to draft and pass the DISCLOSE Act, specific language was written into the law
directing (M.C.A. 13-35-503) “each elected and appointed official in Montana, whether acting on a state
or federal level, advance the philosophy that ... each such elected and appointed official is charged to act
to prohibit, whenever possible, corporations from making contributions to or expenditures on ... ballot
issues.”

Furthermore this statute goes on to state, (c) “the people of Montana regard the immense aggregation
of wealth ... accumulated by corporations using advantages provided by the government to be corrosive
and distorting when used to advance the political interests of corporations.”

Blue Cross Blue Shield Montana benefits to the tunes of millions of dollars from automatically enrolling
all university students of 7 or more credits in it’s $1,906 per semester insurance. It also covers
thousands more university employees. In 2008 it spent over $200,000 to get this levy to pass, and the
Treasurer, Mike Frank, received $1.15 million in compensation as recently as 2013 while it’s CEO has
made as much as $16.5 million in salary and bonuses.

For this reason, I think there can be no clearer example of the bipartisan intent of the people and their
elected representatives in seeking to curb the influence of business seeking to enrich itself and directly
influence state government via Higher Education. Therefore, | humbly ask the Commissioner to pay
special attention to the actions of this ballot issue committee and act with extreme prejudice, since it
has shown a willingness over a long time period to specifically flaunt specific provisions aimed at
reducing corporate influence, including failure to disclose required information of donors, failing to
itemize and specify tens of thousands of dollars worth of payments to consulting and management fees,
and seeking to directly coordinate with public officers in state government, as is shown in the
accompanying complaint.

Thank you for your time and service,

4l

Timothy Adams



2/25/2018

Committee Finance Report (C-6)

Cominiitee Information

Date Filed: 03/10/2017

Montanans for the 6Mill

Campaign Electronic Reporting Systern (viewFinanceRepart)

PO Box 1461 Helena, MT 59624

Treasurer:

Frank, Mike

PO Box 1461 Helena, MT 59624

Summary Report

Cash Summary: Money Received and Spent

Amended Filing for: 03/10/2017 - 09/30/2017
Report Type: Initial

Receive and File Date:  11/08/2017

Report Status: Amenaed

Amended Date: 01/05/2018

Election Year: 2018
Committee Type: Ballof Issue

Bank Information:
First Intersfate Bank
25 E. Lyadale Ave. Helena, MT 52601

1. Cash in Bank - Balance from previous report $0.00
2. Receipts - Total Received and depesited this period + $65.226.90
Subtotal $65,226.90
3. Expenditures - Total paid out this period - $46.378.88
4, Cash in Bank - Ending Balance this report $18,848.02
Loans
Qccupation/ In-Kind Cash/Che;;
Entity Employer Election Date 2;esc1‘1pu Value Amount Total te Date
Fundraisers
In-Kind Cash/Che;
Entity Election Purpese Date i)l.escnptl Value Amount Total to Date
3
Committee Contributions
In-Kind Cash/Cheli
Entity Commtittee Type Election Date ‘I}):scnpu Value  Amount Total te Date
Rhue Cross/Blue Shield Incidental . I
/ G.00(P
PO Box 4308, Tlelens, MT Committee Generat 01/ #%0" $0.00 $10,000.00 §i’5_o¢b—oo{(§%
59601 Contributions $10,000.00(G)
Committee to Keep the 6 - gziz[;;e
mill Levy - LR 118 Other Polltlcal 01/04/201 from 2008 $0.00(P)
PO Box 1251 534 N. Last Conunittee General 0 6-Mill $0.00 $17,221.90 —————$17 221.90(G
Chance Gulch, Helena, MT Contributions L $17,221.90(G)
o evy
59624 Yy
Cawmpaign
Northwestern Energy Incidental o <6
=2 i3l 0.00{P
208 N Montana #104, Commiittec General (7”/3 e $0.00  $5,000.00 _—5—6_8)-(%0\—(})
Helena, MT 59601 Contributions $5,000.00(G)
Washington Corporation  Incidental $0.00(P
PO Box 16630, Missoula, Committee General 25/15/201 $0.00 $20,000.00 mﬁ%
MT 59808 Contributions $20,000.00(G)

https://camptrackext.mt.gov/CampaignTracker/public/viewFinanceReport/fretrieveReport
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2/25/2018
Individuai Ceniributors {Totai Contributions < $33: $55.00) (Primary Contributions < $35: $0.60) (General Contributions < §35: $55.04)

Campaign Electronic Reporting System (viewFinanceRepott)

Occupation/ Cash/Check

Entity Employer Election Value Amount Tetal to Date
Awner, Adela Executive Diector $0.00(P)
1199 Delphinium Dr, Interfaith General $0.00 £50.00 e
Billings, MT 59102 Hospitality Network $50.00(G)
Beeson, Margaret Physician $0.00(P)
322 Yellowstone Avenue, Yellowstone General $0.00 $50.00 e
Billings, MT 59101 Naturopathic Clinic $50.00(G)
Bouck. T SUPERINTENDA

e AP NT $0.00(P)
3441 Masterson Circle, o . General $0.060 $100.00 —_—
Billings, MT 59106 Billings Public $100.00(G)

’ Schools
Cobb, Patrick W Physician $0.00(P)
4316 Rio Vista Dr, Billings, Frontier Cancer (General $0.00 $250.00 m—;:'—
MT 59106 Center $250.00(G)
Corning, Steven Real Estate $0.00(P)
2939 Gregory Dr N, Billings, Developer General $0.00 $200.00 ————
MT 59102 self $200.00(G)
Cromley, Brent R. Attorney $0.00(P)
27 N. 27th Street, Suite 1900, Moulton General $0.00 $100.00 @ —————
Billings, MT 59101 Bellingham $100.00G)
Information

Holl, Pat "

: ¢ 0.00(P
1346 Avenue F, Billigs, MT ‘.;’;g“es“"“i General $0.00 55000  —oooP)
59102 information $50.00(G)

requested
James, Doug Attomey $0.00(P)
1570 Westridge Cir, Billings, Moulton General $0.00 $500.00 ————
MT 59102 Bellingham $500.00(G)
Kimmet, George ) $0.00(P
2450 Cascade Ave, Billings, 2Vl General 5000 §10000 —oP)
MT 59102 selt $100.00(G)
e Volunteer
McKiernan, Suzanne .
: o Coordinator $0.00(P)
2931 Tartan Rd, Billings, MT _. . General 0.00 160.00 ————
i = Big Sky Senior enere 5 g $100.00(G)
Services
McNally, Mary R. .
; iy Legislator $0.00(P)
Po Box 20584, Billings, MT - G 1 0.00 $50.00 T
foBo . Billings, State of MT enera $ $ $50.00(G)
Miller, Paul ‘
. e $0.00(P)
1109 Delphinium Drive,  soooher General 50.00 $50.00 ot
Billings, MT 59102 WGBS ARt o) $50.00(G)
Peterson, Sharon L . . $0.00(P
102 Sky Ranch Dr, Billings, [ Xcoutve DIrector o) $0.00 55000  —o0®)
MT 59106 MEDA $50.00(G)
Rowe, Robert President $0.00(P)
700 Power St, Helena, MT  Northwestemn General $0.00  $1.00000 —————=
59601 Encrgy $1,000.00(G)
Sather, Kaihleen ¥ Information NN
3003 Country Chub Cir, e General $0.00 $10000 ——uoF)
Billings, MT 59102 T $100.00(G)
" - requested
SCL Health System $0 OO(P)
2480 W 26th Ave, Suite General $0.00 $10,000.00 ————
200B, Denver, CO 80211 $10,000.00(G)
Scott, Christine
g . Homemaker $0.00(P)
I;g)wB;x 7113, Billings, MT Homemaker General $0.00 $100.00 $100.00(C)
. Information
Warne, David o
1911 Beverly Hill Blvd, LR General $000  s10000 —00®)
Billings, MT 59102 PO ' o $100.00(G)
? requested
Exvpenditures: Petty Cash

hitps:/fcamptrackext.mt.gov/iCampaignTracker/public/viewFinanceReportretrieveReport



2/25/2018 Campaign Electronic Reporting System (viewFinanceRaport)
Eleetion Purpose Date Amount
Exnenditures: Other

Electionee
Entity Election lgng . Purpose Date Amount
. “emmuni
B - cation o -
Harland Clarke
First Interstate Bank, Billings, MT General No Checks 12/30/2009 518.40
59101
Harland Clarke
First Interstate Bank, Billings, MT General No Checks - FIB Account 11/30/2015 $28.00
59101
Iiilltop Public Solutioiis I
402 N. Broadway, Suite 303, General No b ‘mfl — ;_016 11/29/2016 $19,000.00
Dillings. MT 59101 management fce
Hilltop Public Solutions Reimbursed expenses
402 N. Broadway, Suite 303, General No (tracking down 08/15/2017 $1,748.80
Billings, MT 59101 specific line items)
Hilltop Public Solutions .
402 N. Broadway, Suite 303, General No ’2“5{;1 b ;“gni . oo 08/15/2017 $11,000.00
Billings, MT 59101 £
Hilltop Public Solutions January 15,2017 -
402 N. Broadway, Suite 303, General No April 15,2017 05/15/2017 $15,000.00
Billings, MT 59101 management foes
Hilitop Public Solutions Reimbursed expenses
402 N. Broadway, Suite 303, General No (tracking down 05/15/2017 $423.85
Billings, MT 59101 specific line items)
Hilltop Public Selutions
402 N. Broadway, Suite 303, General No ggy 52017 Jan 25 0s/1502017 $5,000.00
Billings, MT 59101 &
Hilltop Public Solutions Reimbursed expenses
402 N. Broadway, Suite 303, General No (tracking down 05/15/2017 $2,169.83
Billings, MT 59101 specific line items)
Mountana Secrctary of State
1301 E. 6th Avenue, Helena, MT  General No 2011 Annual report fee 01/10/2011 $315.00
59601
Montana Secretary of State
1301 E. 6th Avenue, Helena, MT ~ General No 2010 Annual Report o0/ 59019 $15.00
- Fee
59601
Montana Secretary of State
1301 E. 6th Avenue, Helena, MT  General No 2014 annual report fee 02/21/2014 $15.00
59601
Montana Secretary of State
1301 E, 6th Avenue, Helena, MT  General No 2013 Annual Report 1 513 $15.00
Fee
59601
Montana Secretary of State
1301 E. 6th Avenue, Helena, MT  General No 2012 Annual report fee 03/07/2017 $15.00
59601
S. Lorinne Burke, LCPC, Inc.
1597 Avenue D, Billings. MT General No Refunded contribution 06/19/2017 §25.00
59101
Stewart, Krystal Reimbursement for the
828 Great Northern Blvd , Helena, General No 2016 MT SOS annual  11/29/2016 $20.00
MT 59624 report
Stewart, Krystal Reimbursement for
828 Great Northern Blvd , Helena, General No 2017 MT SOS annual  05/15/2017 $20.00
MT 59624 fee
United States Treasury ) N~
1500 Permsylvania Avenue, NW,  General No me gl 0270372011 $850.00

Washington, DC 20220

Iee

Expenditures: independent

https:/fcamptrackext.mt.gov/CampaignTracker/publiciviewFinanceRepori/retrieveReport
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212512018 Campaign Electronic Reporting System (viewFinanceReport)

Electlonee
ring Candidate
tity s )
Entity Election Communi Purpose /ssue Date Amount
catlon
Debts
. : Debt  Balance
Entity Election Type Purpose Date Amount Due
Payments Only
Extity Tepa Debt Amsunt Date Paid Amount Balance Due
474

hiips:/fcamptrackext.mt.gov/iCampaignTracker/public/viewFinanceRepori/ratrieveReport



2/25/2018 Carapaign Electronic Reporting System (viewFinanceReport}

Committee Finance Report (C-6)

Couumnittee intormation

Date Filed: 03/10/2017 Oviginal Filing for: 10/01/2017 - 12/31/2017
Report Type: Periodic

Receive and Fite Date:  01/05/2018

Montanans for the 6Mill

PO Box 1461 Helena, MT 59624

Treasurer:

Frank, Mike

PO Box 1461 Helena, MT 59624

Summary Report

Cash Summary: Meney Received and Spent

Report Status: Filed

Election Year:

2018

Committee Type: Ballot Issue

Bank Information:

First Interstate Bank
25 E. Lyndale Ave. Helena, MT 59601

1. Cash in Bank - Balance from previous report $18.848.02
2. Receipts - Total Received and deposited this period + $113,850.00
Subtotal $132,698.02
3. Expenditures - Total paid out this period - $42.752.86
4. Cash in Bank - Ending Balance this report $89,645.16
Loans
Gcecupation/ In-Kind Cash/Che;
Ealily Fmpioyer Fieciion Datlc i)‘::scr!pn Vaiue Amount Totlal lo Daite
Fundraiseis
In-Kind Cash/Chelc{
Entity Election Purpose Date f))]«]escrlptl Vaiue  Amount Total to Daie
_Committee Contributions
In-Kind Cash/Che‘i
Entity Committee Type Election Date lo)nescrlptl Value  Amount Total to Date
Rig Sky Values PAC 59/ $0.00(P
3242 Commins Way | Federal PAC General ;2/29/”‘ $0.00  $2,500.00 ‘;‘—\Q
Missoula, MT 59802 SRS,
BNSF Railway Compax.ly Incldex?tal 11/14/201 $0.00(P)
2500 Lou Menk Dr, Fort  Commuittee General - $0.00 $10,000.00 °—‘~$ 10.000.00(G
Worth, TX 76131 Contributions $10,000.00(G),
DA Davidson & Co. Incndergtal . 12/17/201 $0.00(P)
PO Box 5015, Great Falls, Committee General - $0.00 $10,000.00 ———————
MT 59403 Contributions R ALIGELS)
Glacier Bank Corp Incidental o $0.00(P
49 Commons Loop, Committee General %‘/29/201 $0.00 $15.000.00 “—5-000—(*)
Kalispell, MT 59901 Contributions ) PR
MEA-M,FT Inciden‘tal 11/13/201 $0.00(P)
1232 E 6th Ave, Helena, Committee General - $0.00 $20,000.00 —;—m
MT 59601 Contributions $20,000.00(G)

hitps://camptrackext.mt.gov/CampaignTracker/public/viewFinanceReporit/retrieveReport
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2/25/2018 Campaign Electronic Reporting System (viewFinanceReport)

In-Kind Cash/Chel((:
Entity Committee Type Election Date :)):Scl‘lptl Value  Amount Total to Date
Montana Hospital .

. L Incidental A OOeTe
. / 0.00(
ey Committee Ger $0.00 $12.500.00 ———2-000)
2625 Winne Ave, Helena, Contributions 7 $25,000.00(G)
MT 59601 oY T

Montana Hospital Tncidental 5
Association . 12/06/201 0.00(P)
2625 Winne Ave, Helena, gomtgléttﬁzn ‘ General 7 $0.00 $12,500.00 —$25,000.00(G)
MT 59601 ontributions —
Montana State University Incidental <
S ; 1372 £0.00(P
A-Iumm I'ou{ldat (311 Committee General el $0.00  $5,000.00 ———————— - /k _‘)
1501 South 11th Avcnuc, Contributions 7 $5,000.00(G)
Bozeman, MT 59715 o -
PayneWest Insurance Incidental $0.00(P
2925 Palmer, Suite B,  Committee General 1214201 $0.00 $10,000.00 —%
Missoula, MT 59806 Contributions $10,000.00(G)
Stockman Banlf.of Mgntal1a Inc1der§tal 12/19/201 $0.00(P)
PO Box 250, Miles City, = Committee General - $0.00 $5,000.00 ——————
MT 59301 Contributions $5,000.60(G)
University of Montana Tncidentat .
Foundation, The " 12/29/201 , . 0.00(F)
i : Committee General $0.00  $5,000.00 ——————
PO Box 7159, Missoula, Contributions K M

MT 59812

Individual Contributors (Total Contributions < $35: $0.00) (Primarv Contributions < $35: $0.00) (General Contributions < $35: $0.00)

Occupation/ In-Kind Cash/Check
Entity Employer Eiection LRI Value Amouni Total ie Date
Brown, Robert T - $0.00(P)
333 Cougar Trail, Whitefish, ;egl e(? General $0.00 $500.00 _‘——('sl
MT 59937 e $500.00(G)
Burke, Erik . .
: Executive Director __$0.00(P)
;523 lEA 6th Ave., Helena, MT MEA-MFT General $0.00 $150.00 $150.00(G)
Frank, Mike CEC $0.00(P)
1922 Goldrush St., Helena,  Blue Cross Blue General $0.00  $2,500.00 -
MT 59601 Shicld Montana $2,500.00(G)
Kahn, A]an R . $0 00 P)
230 Jack Leg Ln, Bozeman, g\e?reg General $0.00  $1.500.00 __ﬁ_
MT 59715 cire $1500.00(G)
Koch, Donna L Lecturer $0.00(P)
240 Keith Ave, Missoula, MT University of General $0.00 $500.00 —————=
59801 Montana | $500.00(G)
Koch, James Professor $0.00(P)
240 Keith Ave, Missoula, MT Old Domain General $0.00 $500.00 @ ———————
50801 University $500.00(G)
Nystuen, Robert A. . $0.00(P)
202 Main Street, Kalispell,  cne: gf;ide“‘ Gl $0.00  $500.00 ———%
MT 59901 acier $500.00(G)
Executive Director
TUSS, Paul C Bear Paw $000(P)
13 Spruce Dr., Havre, MT General $6.00 $200.00 @ ———=
Development $200.00(G)
59501 . SN
Corporation
Expenditures: Potiy Cash
Election Purpose Date Amount

Expenditures: Other

hitps://campirackext.mt.goviCampaignTracker/publiciviewFinanceRepori/retrieveReport



2/25/2018 Campaign Electronic Reporting System (viewFinanceReport)
Electionee
Entity Election 225‘ muni Purpoese Date Aniount
cation
CMW Strategies, LL.C October [undraising 5
PO Box 514, Helena, MT 59624 General No fee 11/21/2017 $2,500.00
CMW Sirategtes, LLC . Nov and Dec , c
PO Rox 514, Helena, MT 50624  0cneral B fundraising fee eAtaty LRI
Stewart, Krystal . .
328 Great Northern Blvd , Helena, General No gﬁ‘n;bfmr 2015808 111312017 $20.00
MT 59624 ng fee
Sl ey October management
318 EAST SIXTH AVENUE, General No . £e 11/21/2017 $5,000.00
Helena, MT 59601
Strategies 360 Fee for initial
318 EAST SIXTH AVENUE, General No - : 11/21/2017 $20,000.00
Helena, MT 59601 assessment survey
SRR Nov and Dec mgmt
318 EAST SIXTH AVENUE, General No f ) $mg 12/06/2017 $10,000.00
Helena, MT 59601 ces
Strategies 360 Reimb expenses for
318 EAST SIXTH AVENUE, General No website domains and ~ 12/06/2017 $232.86
Helena, MT 59601 email setup
Fxnenditures: independent
Electionee
Entity Election img . Purpose L'anmuaie Date Amount
Conttnuni /issue
cation
Debts
. . 3 Debt  Balance
Entity Election Type Purpose Date Amount Due
_Payments Only
Entity Type Debt Amount Date Paid Amount Balance Due

https://camptrackext.mt.gov/Carmpaign Tracker/publiciviewFinanceReport/reirieveReport
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Commissioner of Political Practices Jeff Mangan R E C E , V E D

1209 8" Ave g A
1 L. / J
Helena, MT59620-2401 [/ A siscsii { (1) 08 FEB 28 P |- 4 |
February 26, 2018 POCON““QQLW% ROF
LITICAL PRACTIORS
Timothy Adams

6104 E Shadow Dr
Bozeman, MT 59715

Dear Commissioner Mangan,

I am writing to you today to allege campaign finance violations by the ballot issue committee
Montanans for the 6 mill, AKA Montanans for Higher Education. Their required reports are enclosed as
reference to claims.

Missing Required Reporting Information

According to Montana Code Annotated 13-37-229 1(a), “reports ... must disclose the following
information: the full name, mailing address, occupation and employer...”

This information is missing for donors Pat Holl, Kathleen F Sather and David Warne for the 3/10/17
through 9/30/17 report.

Failure to Itemize Consultation Fees/Services

M.C.A. 13-37-229 2b, “Reports of expenditures made to a consultant, advertising agency, polling firm, or
other person that performs services for or on behalf of a ... political committee must be itemized and
described in sufficient detail to disclose the specific services performed by the entity to which payment
or reimburse was made.”

In the 3/10/17 through 9/30/17 report by this committee, “management fees” are listed for Nov and
December 2016 ($10,000), April 15-July 15, (511,000), Jan 15, 2017 — April 15, 2017 ($15,000) Dec 15,
2017 - Jan 15, 2017 (55,000), as well as additional amounts listed as “reimbursed expenses (tracking
down specific line items) ($1,748.80 & $2,169.83).

In the 10/1/17 to 12/31/17 filing by this committee, there are additional occurrences.

CMW Strategies is provided October fundraising fee ($2,500.000), Nov and Dec fundraising fee
($5,000.00), and Strategies 360 is provided October management fee ($5,000.00), Nov and Dec mgmt.
fees (510,000.00) and fees are also listed for assessment survey and reimbursed expenses for website
domains and email setup. It should be noted that although statute specifically prohibits the failure to
itemized consulting and management fees, this behavior lasted over a year, according to their own
reports.

{ intend to show that in addition to the insufficient reporting that specifically goes against the Montana



DISCLOSE Act, which outlines specificity in reporting and itemizing expenditures, that Montanans
Against the 6 Mill/Montanans For Higher Education is coordinating directly with members of state
government, including the Board of Regents. Please examine the additional contributions from
members of state government, including Regent Robert Nystuen (Market President/Glacier Bank) and
Regent Paul C Tuss (Executive Director/Bear Paw Development Corporation).

it is worth noting that in this specific case, the large majority of contributions come from corporate
entities, and the treasurer is the CEO of Blue Cross Blue Shield Montana, an insurance entity which
profits directly from the University system they are attempting to convince average Montanans to pay
higher property taxes with their support of the levy. When a bipartisan majority of legislators and the
Governor came today to draft and pass the DISCLOSE Act, specific language was written into the law
directing (M.C.A. 13-35-503) “each elected and appointed official in Montana, whether acting on a state
or federal level, advance the philosophy that ... each such elected and appointed official is charged to act
to prohibit, whenever possible, corporations from making contributions to or expenditures on ... ballot
issues.”

Furthermore this statute goes on to state, (c) “the people of Montana regard the immense aggregation
of wealth ... accumulated by corporations using advantages provided by the government to be corrosive
and distorting when used to advance the political interests of corporations.”

Blue Cross Blue Shield Montana benefits to the tunes of millions of dollars from automatically enrolling
all university students of 7 or more credits in it’s $1,906 per semester insurance. It also covers
thousands more university employees. In 2008 it spent over $200,000 to get this levy to pass, and the
Treasurer, Mike Frank, received $1.15 million in compensation as recently as 2013 while it’s CEO has
made as much as $16.5 million in salary and bonuses.

For this reason, | think there can be no clearer example of the bipartisan intent of the people and their
elected representatives in seeking to curb the influence of business seeking to enrich itself and directly
influence state government via Higher Education. Therefore, | humbly ask the Commissioner to pay
special attention to the actions of this ballot issue committee and act with extreme prejudice, since it
has shown a willingness over a long time period to specifically flaunt specific provisions aimed at
reducing corporate influence, including failure to disclose required information of donors, failing to
itemize and specify tens of thousands of dollars worth of payments to consulting and management fees,
and seeking to directly coordinate with public officers in state government, as is shown in the
accompanying complaint.

Thank you for your time and service,

Timothy Adams



