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Type or print in ink all information on this form except for verification signature
[ Person bringing complaint (Complainant):

Complete Name JEFEREY C, (Ceav e e B

Complete Mailing Address ALHE e ARTe e Hewe s O

Ll sarpda RATE ATa 2
s
Phone Numbers: Work Home 4-0L S5 i50

Person or organization against whom complaint is brought (Respondent):

Complete Name Americans Prosperity Group - Charles Gannt, Treasurer

Complete Mailing Address 138 Conant St

Beverly, MA 01816

Phone Numbers: Work 617-231-4328 Home 978-290-8180 (mobile)

Please complete the second page of this form and describe in
detail the facts of the alledged violation.

Verification by oath or affirmation

State of Montana, County of _ - < wins 2 CUARK

-

e T \ 1 )
), cosFr ey (C CNTRTEesar €0 being duly sworn, state that the information in this

Complalnt 1s complete, true, and correct, to the best of my knowfedge and belief.

oy, CConrlisnl

= / S(ngnature of Complainant
OLIVIA Héalngh‘lh
”°L,At§§;'}}mm,{§ * Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7] day of
Residing at Helena , Montana Neew 170
My Commission Expires ‘
Notary Public

My Commission Expires:
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Statement of facts:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s) and cite the statute or statutes you believe have been violated.
Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged in your statement.

if the space provided below is insufficient, you may attach additional pages as necessary.

see attached

Complaints must be:
- signed
+ notarized
+ delivered in person or by mail.




American Prosperity Group (APG) has violated ARM 44.11.201 and ARM 44.11.302 by
failing to register and file appropriate campaign finance reports with the Commissioner of
Political Practices while conducting electioneering communications activity on behalf of
Gubernatorial candidate Tim Fox. Additionally, APG’s pro-Fox electioneering
communication violates ARM 44.11.601 attributicn requirements.

On or before March 23rd 2020, American Prosperity Group (through its Treasurer Charles
Ganntt and/or agent Red Eagle Media Group) purchased airtime to begin airing a television
ad (Exhibit A) on the Spectrum cable system in Montana (Exhibit B). The full value of the ad
buy is approximately $33,218, according to information from Spectrum cable system.

Given that the advertisement in question “refers to one or more clearly identified
candidates” (Gubernatorial candidate Tim Fox); and it is occurring “within 60 days of the
initiation of voting in an election”, this advertisement meets the definition of
“Electioneering Communication” as defined in MCA 13-1-101(16).

Violation #1 - ARM 44.11.201 - Failure to File C-2 Statement of Organization. A search of
the CERS and Hard Copy reporting systems on the CoPP website reveal that APG has failed
to its C-2 Statement of Organization as of 3/27/2020.

Violation #2 - ARM 44.11.302 - Failure to File C-6 reports. A search of the CERS and Hard
Copy reporting systems on the CoPP website reveal that AP has not filed any C-6 forms as of
3/27/2020.

Gubernatorial candidate Tim Fox has been informing potential supporters and contributors
of a “Super PAC” that would be helping his efforts. Since 2019, it is likely that American
Prosperity Group has been raising money for this effort and has failed to file a C-6 covering
2019 activity, in direct violation of ARM 44.11.302,

Violation #3 - ARM 44.11.601 - Failure to properly attribute campaign material. The
disclaimer provided at the end of the television ad (exhibit A) does not contain the
treasurer’s name or committee address as required by ARM 44.11.601. While the
Commissioner has ruled this violation as de minimus in other cases, it should not be ruled so
in this case for several reasons:

1) The value the television buy of $33,000+ makes it hard to reason that a failure properly
attribute it is de minimus

2) The inadequate disclaimer is likely part of APG’s broader effort to hide the true source of
the funding for this expenditure.

3) The missing disclaimer information makes it virtually impossible for the general public
to track down this organization since they have no online presence or connection to

Montana.



Exhibit A

Screenshot of Ad




Exhibit B

Spectrum order Form for 3/23/20 Order
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