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2533 Snory Plove. Drive

Re: Advisoryopinion No. COPP 2016 AO or1

And To all Currentlv Resistered Montana Politi€lPadv Committes (via emaill:

Bearerhead County Demo.ratic Crntral Cmte, Beakrhead County Republion Central
cmte, Big Hon county Republi@n CeDtral Cmte, Blainc County Dem@tic central Cmte.,
Blaine county Republi@n Cent6l Cmte., 8rcadwate. County Democ.atic cetrtEl Cmte,
BrcadMter count' ReDubli@! CeDtral CFte., 8ur6 Clu! of Buxe, autte SilEr ltow county
DemocBtic Cottal Cmte., Bune Silve. Bo* County Republi@n central cmte-, Butte sillq
Bo&. Coulty Republiun Womcn, Carbon County Dmo$atic Cental Cmtc., Carlon Counry
Republim C€ntral Cmtc., Carbon County Republican Women, Cascade County Dmocratic
central cnte., Gscade Coulty Republi@n Central Cmte., chotteau count/ Repobli€n
Cenbal Cmre., C\rster Co DemocrAtic Cenlral Cmle,, Custer County Republi@n Cent.al Cmte.,

Custer Cruntt Republitu Wonen, Daniels CouDly R€publican Cenlral Cnte., Dason Coonly
Demoaatic central cmte,, DawsoD County Republican Cenlral cmt€., Dawson colnty
Republicd women, lauon Couniy Dcmooatic cl!b, Feryus CountyRepublican Central cmte.,
Flathead Countt Democratic Central Cmte,, Flathead Cou niy Denoc.atic Wonen s Club,
nathead County Rcpullican Centlal Cmte., Flalhead County Republican woden s club,
callatin c.unty D.nosats, Callatin Coulty Republicnn Centralcmte., calicld county
Republicn cental cmte,, Clacie. County Republican cental Cmt€., colden valley Counry
R€publican chb, Cranite Counly Democratio Central Cmte,, Cranite Caunry R€publian
central cmte., Helena Rcpublicsn womens Club, Hill County Democratic ccntral cnte , llill
county Republican centr.l Cmte., Jefferson County Democratic Ccntral cmle , Jeflerson
Counry Republican C€ntralCntc., Judith Bssin County Dcmocratic C€nt.al cntc , Judilh
Basin County Republican Centrfll Cnte,, Ldke Couniy Denocratic Cenhal Cnte., Lake Countt
Pachydern Club, Like County RePublican CcDtul Cnte , L{ke County RepublicanWonens
club, tau.el Democ.atic Club, kwis & Cltrk County Republicdn cenhal cnte., libertarian
Pa.ty of Ravali County, Ubeny County Dcmoctatic Central Cmte., l,ibertt Countv Democratic
'!vomen, Lilerty County Republican Ccnlral cmte., Lincoln County D€nocratic Central cmte ,



Lincoln cotrnty Republi@D Cental cmte., ti!@]n county Republi@! Ctub, Madison c.unty
Republican Central CDte., Meagher County Republiqn Cenhal Chte., Minerat Counry
Republi@! Centml Cnte., Missoul. Counry Dencatic C€ntrat Cnte., Missouta County
Republi€n Centml Cmte., Montana Dem@ratic Party, Montala Federarion Of p€publi@n
Women, Montana Green Party, Montana Relublican Legislative Campaign Cmte., Montatra
Republi@n State Central Chte., Moltana State Demqatic Wonen s Ctub, Montona Stolereau
DeDocrats, Montala Yorng Republica$ Leasue, Mtr$elsletl CoDnq Repubti@n Centml
CDte,, ?ark County Demooatic Cent.al Cnte., Park CouDtyRetublien Centrat Conmittce,
Phillips County Republim Club, PoDdeh CouDty Demooatic Central Cnte., pondera County
Rellbltan Cent.alCmt.., Powell CouDty Republi@n C€nbal Cnte., F\airie County
Republi@r Cent.al Cmte., Prairie County Republiun Wonen, Ravalli County Demoqatic
Cential C'nte,, t(aqlli Cotrnty Demo$atic WoDen.s Ctub, R valiCounry ReFbtien Cetrt.al
Cmte., Favalli County Republican WoDers Club, Fjchland County Denoc.atic Centat Chle..
Rosebud CouDty Republican C€ntral Cmte., Roselud County Republi@n Wonen s Ctub,
Sude6 County Dqocrats, Sand6 Counry Republi@D Centol Cnte., Shenda County
Republi@n Central Cmte., StiUwater County Replbli@n Central Cmte., Stillwatc. Republican
Wonen, Sweet Crss County Rcpublican Celtrat Cnte., Teton Counry Dehooatic Central
Cnte,, Teton Coulty Repullicrn Cert al Cmre., T@le County Demooar'c CenEal Cmte., Toole
County Republican Ccntral Cmte., Treasure Col1nty nepublican Cenrrat Cmre., Tri Cou.ty
YounS Repubhcms, Valley County Rcpubli@n Central Cmte., Wleattud Counry ReDubljcan
crnlral(\nre.. women In Republion L€ade6hip. yeltowsrone Cou nry D€moc€ric (;trul
Cmie., Yellowstone Coonty Republican Cenkal Cmte,, yellowstoDe County Rerublican Wome\

ADI.ISORY OPINION

The Connissionef may issue an advisory opinion that addrese an etbic or @mpaign
Pracrice issle, s@ 44.n-1o2 ARM_

DISCUSSION

As disdssd iD OTara !- Mdd6or Counry, COpp-2o16,CFp or, the Disclose Act has
changed ihe way tlut a poljtical pany committ€. may be forned, The Dhclose Act, by
definition, linits politi@l pa.ty conmittees to those formed by politiGl parry orgatrizations,
S$-r-1o(31),Mc"q. u is likely that a number of @Fentty regisr€.ed pol'ti@l larq
connittee6 were noi fomed by poliiical party organizations and th€refore nust bc redassified
s indelendent @omittes-

With the above in mi!d, tle Commissioner souSht public ommenr as to his intention ro
ptrt the pnnoipl€s of O Edrd ,. Madison Couty into action th.ough a reclasificatior review of
the qistint registr.tion of Montana political palry @mmittees. SucI a public @nhenr
oppo.tulity is allowd unde. 44.r.1o2(2xc) ARM. T'he Coomissioner phyided a dEft of
tlis Advisort Opilion and opportunity for @mment io each of Montana's politicll panirs and
to the ro7 political commiti€B curently registered m politi@t party dmminees. There were



no onnents reeived &on dy party. A@ordinsly the Commissioner ise an advi$ry

AdvisorOninior No. COPP-2o16-AO-orl

I wite to advise each ofthe above listed Moniana Politic.l Party Cohmittees that rhe
Comntsioner will revi€w poljtical party @mDittee status !d folloss:

1- This Advisory opinion is a ompanion to that certajn Sufliciency
Decision: O?dra ,. Madison Countv, No. COPP 2or6-CFP-ou. The
srfficiency Decirion is posted and nay be rcviewed on the COPP website.

2. The Disclose Act, as pNed by the 20$ Montda Lgidature, hd
nodified the manre. in pnich a politi@l party @mmin@ my b. fomed- See

O'Hara u. Modison Countv for a dis@sion of this issue.

3. The Commission€r ha5 auiho.ity under 44. u.2o4 ARM to cla$iry
md .eclsit a Montana political ommittee

4. There ar cuftntly ro7 politiol omnitrs registered with the coPP
a5 a politi@l pady committ€e,

S. Tbe Commissioner will eemine each ol tle ro7 political pariy
ommitt$, reclassifying sone of those omhittees .5 independcnl @mittees
@nsistent eith the discussion in O Horu v, Moali*n Countu.

Sin

Motl
ConnissiuDer of Political Practir6

Pa8€3of3


