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April 28, 2020 
  
James V. Crews 
316 9th St. 
Stevensville, MT 59870 
 
 

Subject: Complaint received April 23, 2020; Crews v. Dewey, COPP-
2020-CFP-008 

 

Dear Mr. Crews: 

Your complaint appears to describe alleged violations of both Montana’s Code of 
Ethics and campaign finance law. Please note that enforcement authority for alleged 
violations of Montana’s Code of Ethics by local government officers such as Mr. Dewey 
would fall to the County Attorney of the county where the local government is located, 
§2-2-144, MCA. For that reason, this Office must reject the portion of your complaint 
regarding alleged violations of §2-2-121(3), MCA. A full copy of your Complaint will be 
forwarded to Ravalli County Attorney Bill Fulbright for his consideration of that matter.  

Please note that your complaint has been accepted as a formal Campaign Finance 
and Practices (CFP) complaint, as the portion of your complaint alleging violation of 
certain campaign finance laws related to Montana elections appears to conform to the 
requirements of 44.11.106 ARM. A copy of the complaint will be sent to the respondent 
listed above, and he has been instructed to provide a response to the COPP. Again, 
please note the complaint has only been accepted as a formal Campaign Finance and 
Practices complaint, and only that portion of the complaint will be considered by this 
Office. 

If upon further examination the complaint is dismissed based on one or more of 
the deficiencies described in that rule, you will be notified, and the basis for the 
dismissal will be explained. If an investigation is conducted, a summary of facts and 
statement of findings will be prepared, and a copy will be sent to you. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Jeffrey A. Mangan 
Commissioner of Political Practices 
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