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Type or print in ink all information on this form except for verification signature

[ Person bringing complaint (Complainant):

Complete Name - Jerrrer C DesTREICHEER

Complete Mailing Address 220 QUARTEE HoRSE CY
H—ELEMA) MT S908 2.

Phone Numbers: Work Home (4¢6)590 -3130

Person or organization against whom complaint is brought (Respondent):

Complete Name AB PAC aka American Bridge 21st Century

Complete Mailing Address David Brock, Treasurer

455 MASSACHUSETTS AVE NW STE 650 Washington, DC 20001

Phone Numbers: Work (202) 747-2060 Home Info@americanbridge.org

Please complete the second page of this form and describe in
detail the facts of the alledged violation.

Verification by oath or affirmation

State of Montana, County of few s oud Clock
|, e =Y e EsTREACHSE ~being duly sworn, state that the information in this

?

Compiaint is complete true, and correct, to the best of my knowledge and belief.

o Pﬁ//)’m L’ Oﬂ@ 71‘__@,_,‘/&____

SEAL)MCHAEL N PIATT 7 igfaturé of Complainant
" ol onina
01 MO
Residing at Helens, MT Subscribed and sworn to before me this { [+day of
My C:qmm;sglgnozE:plm \ ot ga 0
ay 1

Notary Public
My Commission Expires: S’/(‘?/é’o &‘{




Campaign Finance and Practices
Complaint Form Page 2

Statement of facts:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s) and cite the statute or statutes you believe have been violated.
Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged in your statement.

If the space provided below is insufficient, you may attach additional pages as necessary.

See attached.

Complaints must be:
+ signed
* notarized
+ delivered in person or by mail.




AB PC - aka American Bridge 21% Century (AB PAC) has violated ARM 44.11.201 and ARM 44.11.302 by
failing to register and file appropriate campaign finance reports with the Commissioner of Political
Practices while conducting electioneering communications activity. Additionally, AB PAC's
electioneering communications violate ARM 44.11.601 attribution requirements.

On or before May 20, 2020 AB PAC produced a video advertisement against Gubernatorial candidate
Greg Gianforte. The video was uploaded to the AB PAC YouTube page on May 20,2020 (Exhibit A) and
posted on its Facebook page and other social media outlets on 5/26/2020 {Exhibit B). The full value of
the production cost is unknown but estimated to be thousands of doliars given the highly professional
nature of the ad. It is also unknown what AB PAC has spent in money on its electioneering
communication video through television stations, online media or other outlets.

Given the advertisement in question “refers to one or more clearly identified candidates” (Gubernatorial
candidate Greg Gianforte) and is occurring “within 60 days of the initiation of voting in an eilection” this
advertisement meets the definition of “Electioneering Communication” as defined in MCA 13-1-101(16).

Available news reports identify American Bridge 21% Century as a liberal “dark money” group that has
spent more than $30 Million influencing elections all across the country.

Violation #1 — ARM 44.11.201 - Failure to file C-2 Statement of Organization. A search of the CERS and
Hard Copy reporting systems on the CoPP website reveal that AB PAC has failed to fully file its C-2
Statement of Organization as of 6/1/2020. A partial “in process” filing is located on the CERS for
American Bridge 21" Century. However, the filing only lists a mailing address and none of the other
required information.

Violation #2 — ARM 44.11.302 — Failure to file C-6 reports. A search of the CERS and Hard Copy reporting
systems on the CoPP website reveal that AB PAC and/or Americans Bridge 21% Century has not filed any
C-6 forms as of 6/1/2020.

Violation #3 — ARM 44.11.601 — Failure to properly attribute campaign material. The disclaimer provided
at the end of the advertisement (Exhibit A) does not contain the treasurer’s name or committee address
as required by ARM 44,11.601. While the Commissioner has ruled this violation as de minimus in other
cases, it should not be ruled so in this case for several reasons: 1) the value of the likely high production
cost of the ad, and the other unknown associated costs makes it hard to reason that any failure to
properly attribute it is de minimus 2) The inadequate disclaimer Is likely part of AB PACs broader effort
to hide the true source of the funding for this expenditure 3) The missing disclaimer information makes
it virtually impossible to the general public to track down this organization, since they have no
connection to Montana.

Exhibit A



Link = https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmerFgaFXmM&feature=emb logo

Cowardly Greg Gianforte




Exhibit B

Link = https://www.facebook.com/AmericanBridge/
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