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Candidates and political committees involved in elections in Montana are expected
to conduct open, transparent and fair elections, as measured by Montana's contribution limit
and reporting/ disclosure laws. Anyone who believes a violation of campaign finance and
practices laws or rules has occurred can file a complaint with the Commissioner of Political
Practices.
There is a complaint form available on the COPP website. The information that
should be included in the complaint is detailed in an administrative rule, 44.11.106, ARM. A
copy of that rule is also published on the COPP website.
The complaint requirements are simple and plainly stated at 44.11.106, ARM. Most
complaints are accepted by the COPP. For example, in 2016 there were 95 complaints
lodged with the COPP and 81 were accepted for filing.
If you have difficulty locating the complaint form or ARM, please call or e-mail the
COPP staff and we will assist you:
(406) 444-2942
cpphelp@mt.gov
http://politicalpractices.mt.gov

Acceptance or Rejection of a complaint
The Commissioner will accept or reject a complaint within five business days of the
day it is received or "lodged" with the COPP. If the complaint is rejected (generally for lack
of jurisdiction) it will be returned to the person who filed it. If the complaint is accepted it
becomes public information and is immediately posted to the COPP website under the
COPP "complaint docket."
Upon acceptance of the complaint, a copy is sent to the person filed against (the
"respondent"). The person filing also receives a letter notifying that the complaint has been
accepted. A complaint, once accepted, is assigned an identifying number, and that number
will be used to identify any public information related to the complaint. Specifically, the
complaint, agency decision and final resolution (whether by settlement or judgement) will be
posted for public review under the same identifying number on the COPP website.

COPP Decision on a Complaint
The COPP is an administrative agency of the State of Montana. The COPP is
provided certain investigative and decision-making authority under Montana law. That
authority is vested in the Commissioner of Political Practices, a Montana public official who
is appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Montana Senate.
Once a complaint is received an investigator will review the facts and provide a
report to the Commissioner, who will then prepare a decision. A decision issued by the
Commissioner is an agency decision of certain effect as it is limited to a finding of sufficient
or insufficient facts to show a campaign practice violation occurred. This is a commonly
misunderstood area of COPP authority and it will be discussed further, below.
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