From the Commissioner…

April 23, 2014

Dear Fellow Montanans:

I wrote last about how, as a body of citizens, we did well in fielding the 2014 slate of 1000 candidates for public office in Montana. I raised the issue of how public trust is served by transparency in the campaigns of those candidates. In Montana public trust is taken seriously. Montana law states that "[t]he holding of public office or employment is a public trust, created by the confidence that the electorate reposes in the integrity of public officers, legislators and public employees. A public officer, legislator, or public employee shall carry out the individual's duties for the benefit of the people of the state." §2-2-103 MCA.

This office, small as it is, has the responsibility to provide our fellow Montanans with the campaign finance information they need to help assess the integrity of the campaigns of those 1000 Montanans seeking office in 2014. To that end, Karen, Kym and Mary accepted, scanned in and made available from this website the candidate forms I discussed in my last letter. Later this year that same team will accept, inspect, scan and make available each campaign finance report filed by these candidates. Those forms and reports are available for your review 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from this website. While these forms and reports number in the thousands, they are placed in the system according to candidate. You should be able to use key words to focus quickly on the documents applicable to the particular candidate seeking to represent your community. If you need help in accessing this information please call us and we will help you get started. Karen, Kym and Mary have personally handled each of these documents (most several times) and they can direct your search.

The information in the forms and campaign finance reports provide a lens you can use to inspect the integrity of a Montana candidate for public office. Campaign finance reports are prepared by the candidate and are his or her report to all Montanans. Transparency, through timely access to these campaign finance reports, serves to measure the integrity of the candidate. Any Montanan who receives or sees a brochure, advertisement or other campaign material from a candidate should, if they choose to, be able to find a cost entry reflecting that expenditure on the candidate's campaign report for the time period of the expenditure. Montana law absolutely requires a listing of each and every campaign expense. A candidate must comply with the law. The campaign reports that this Office puts up for public view allow a candidate to demonstrate, and a member of the public to confirm, the integrity of campaign activity.

We are in campaign season full swing now. Learn to use this website. It will serve you well. If you have any questions call us.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl                                                                                                                                                                                             

Commissioner of Political Practices

