From the Commissioner…

 

August 28, 2015

Dear Fellow Montanan: 

The public hearing for Montana's draft campaign practice rules is on. It is set for 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM on September 2 and 3, 2015 in the Old Supreme Court Chambers in the State Capital Building, Helena, Montana. The draft rules are accessible at this web site at Proposed Rules 44-2-207 (click here).

You are cordially and genuinely invited to attend and offer testimony (comments) on the draft rules. Montana's rule making process requires that comments be reflected by a written document submitted with the testimony. You may come in person to offer comments at any point during the 14 hours set for hearing. The hearing will also be presented real time to the public as a Legislative Internet Broadcast. Written comments will also be accepted via electronic submission and the address for submitting comments will be provided periodically during the hearing.

Montana revisits its campaign practice rules about once a generation (the last time being 2001), making this a unique opportunity for your involvement. The 10 people who drafted these proposed rules started with the campaign practice problems Montana currently faces and looked for solutions in rules from other states and from model rules offered by public interest think tanks such as the Brennen Center. The underlying focus of the draft rules was service of the general interest of Montanans in fair elections.  Once initially written the draft rules were thoroughly vetted by measuring the language against constitutional requirements, including the principles of vagueness and over breadth.  

Regardless of the rigor of drafting and vetting, or the public purpose focus of the language, the draft rules must now clear review from comments at the public hearing and also clear scrutiny by an interim legislative committee. The organized interests well understand this process and they will be present and offer comment at the public hearing, and that is good. But, in the end, it is Montanans who are served by campaign practices and the fairness of the elections conducted under those practices and that general interest of Montanans will not necessarily be represented by the comments of organized groups. It is your comments that we especially need now. Please attend the hearing or offer electronically submitted written comment as part of the hearing process.  This is the time for your input and it is needed.

 

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl

Commissioner of Political Practices



