From the Commissioner…

 

January 6, 2016

Dear Fellow Montanan: 

To state the obvious, we have entered into 2016. For staff at the COPP, entering an even numbered year comes with challenges.

First and foremost, entering 2016 means entering an election season. During election season the work at the COPP increases, the pace is faster and campaign finance information flows in by an ever increasing amount. As you likely know, each Montana candidate for public office is required to report and disclose each  contributor to and expenditure by their campaign. Yesterday (January 5, 2016) marked the first 2016 filing date of campaign finance reports by Montana statewide candidates. There are currently 21 candidates for 2016 election to Montana statewide offices. Yesterday twenty of these 21 candidates flied timely reports using the COPP's CERS electronic filing system.

These first 2016 campaign finance reports are of interest to members of the press and public as well as academicians and political operatives who intend to monitor some or all of Montana's 2016 elections. The information filed with the COPP by electronic reporting allows a real time look at campaigns, if you know how to access the information available from the COPP website.

The access portals to this information are the CERS (file cabinet icon) and file net (magnifying glass icon) venues set out to left side of this letter. The CERS information venue presents the actual campaign finance report filed electronically by a candidate. The file net information venue presents PDF copies of campaign finance reports. Each of these venues has a strength. The CERS information is searchable (for example by contributor) across multiple candidates. The file net (or PDF) information is readable on an individual candidate basis, but it has the advantage of consistent speed of access.

The campaign finance information available during the 2016 campaign cycle is comprehensive and it is available instantly upon filing. Anyone with a computer can learn how to access this information. Please contact Kym or Mary for advice on how to better access the COPP data sources. We are glad to assist you.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl

Commissioner of Political Practices

