From the Commissioner…

 

May 4, 2015

Dear Fellow Montanan: 

As you may know I now serve as the confirmed Commissioner of Political Practices of the State of Montana. Thank you to each of you who wrote or phoned offering encouragement and support to me personally or to the Office during the Montana Senate confirmation process. It was a tense and trying process but it ended well and I am grateful.

The 2015 Montana Legislature is of course, over and it is time again for agencies of the State, including the COPP, to return to a normal work posture.

For the COPP this means:

1. Campaign Finance Complaints: In the past week the COPP has received and posted 4 new 2015 campaign practice complaints. The COPP will again issue campaign practice Decisions on pending complaints (it suspended this activity during the Legislative session) beginning the week of May 11, 2015.

2. Rule Making: The COPP will shortly begin work to issue proposed updates to its existing rules and regulations and issue new proposed rules implementing Senate Bill 289 and other areas of campaign practice law that need further definitions.

3. Office Move: The COPP staff will shortly move from one or both of its existing small houses on 8th Avenue in Helena into a larger house, also on 8th avenue, being vacated by the Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Board.

The proposed new Rules will address a number of issues we know to be of concern to candidates and Montanans in general. The rule-making process requires that any interested person or entity be given opportunity to participate in the writing of the Rule. The COPP staff will reach out to every interested party and person that we are aware of. We would be happy to add you name and contact information to the list of people provided rule making notices. Please contact the COPP if you wish to be added to the contact list.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl

Commissioner of Political Practices

