From the Commissioner…

 

January 19, 2016

Dear Fellow Montanan: 

As you know this Office has a small (seven person) staff. At the start of 2016 I want to take a moment to thank Vanessa Sanddal, Karen Musgrave, Elyssa Spaeth and Kym Trujillo.

Karen is my assistant and she is amazing. She keeps the litigation files, advisory opinions, and general letter files organized, while still maintaining filing and inspection responsibility for several groups of political committees, including local political party committees.

Vanessa is the COPP investigator and in that role has worked with me in resolving over 90 complaints. Vanessa is thorough, hard-working and a joy to work with.

Kym had a great 2015 at the COPP, to say the least. Somehow, someway Kym led a low budget, sweeping upgrade of the COPP's electronic reporting system. The system was put to the test in the recent electronic filing by statewide candidates. The system worked well and we say thank you Kym.

This brings us to Elyssa. Elyssa is Mary Baker's assistant and the first person you talk to when you call the COPP. You will get to know her through her writing. Elyssa and I will write alternating COPP letters to Montanans during 2016, with Elyssa writing to her Montana peers - the politically elusive millenniums.

                We enjoy your phone calls and emails. Keep talking to us.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl

Commissioner of Political Practices

