From the Commissioner…

 

March 28, 2016

Dear Fellow Montanan: 

        Last week this Office filed a letter with the Office of the Montana Secretary of State listing the names of several candidates for 2016 legislative office who could no longer be on the ballot because of their failure to file reports disclosing campaign related information to the public of Montana. Filing the letter meant that the names of the candidates listed in the letter would be removed from a 2016 Montana election ballot. It was a step we took only after trying to contact each candidate so listed --- making attempts at direct contact by phone and email and indirectly through work with the political parties. We could only conclude that the candidates who did not respond really no longer wanted to be a candidate and therefore removal of the names performed a valuable civic function of presenting the public with a ballot that only set out the names of viable candidates.

        This week's task is even more daunting. The COPP will be presenting a campaign practice enforcement matter involving a 2010 candidate before a jury of Montanans starting today, March 28, 2016. The trial will last one week. I will report again to you after the trial is concluded.

        You may already know about the trial and wish more discussion from me. Let me say this, it would not be a trial unless there was disagreement between the candidate and the COPP as to the issues involved in the trial. The appropriate time to report to Montanans, then, is after the trial when a discussion can be had based on judicial results.

Until then,

Jonathan Motl

Commissioner of Political Practices



