From the Commissioner…

 

December 18, 2015

Dear Fellow Montanan: 

As you may know the COPP "adopted", or made official, its new campaign finance rules on Tuesday, November 26, 2015. The COPP took this step by filing the rules with the Montana Secretary of State. The rules will be come law upon publication in the Montana Register, the official governmental publication of the State of Montana. The publication date is delayed until early January of 2016 in order to provide time for companion publication of the results of a survey that is being conducted by the interim legislative committee with oversight responsibility over the COPP

The campaign finance reports due for filing with the COPP on March 1, 2016 will be the first reports governed by these new COPP rules. The new rules will require electronic filing of campaign finance reports by candidates and political committees. On March 1, 2016 statewide candidates and all political committees contributing to or spending on statewide races will make electronic filings with the COPP. Kym assures me (and therefore all Montanans) that these reports will be accessible and searchable at the time that they are filed.

On Tuesday June 7, 2016 Montana will hold a primary election and 35 days before that election (or on May 3, 2016) all "district" candidates, including legislative candidates, will electronically file a campaign finance report with the COPP. Again, those reports will be accessible and searchable upon filing.

Montana has laws limiting the amount of contributions that any one individual, political party or political committee may give a candidate for Montana public office. In addition to those limits, Montana requires reporting and disclosure of the source and amount of contributions. The new reporting periods, along with the electronic reporting required by the COPP's new regulations, will significantly enhance the transparency of the information reported and disclosed.

That sort of progress is a good way to enter a new year.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl

Commissioner of Political Practices

