From the Commissioner…

May 23, 2014

Dear Fellow Montanans:

It is Friday, May 23, 2014. It is 11 days before the votes are counted in Montana's June 3 primary elections. It is also the day after candidates and political committees filed their first campaign finance reports disclosing and reporting to the public the sources of funds, and expenses made, in these primary elections

This office accepts and posts campaign finance reports so that the information can be viewed by the press and public. The idea is that voters learn something about a candidate from disclosure of the individuals and groups providing funds to candidate's campaign, as well as from disclosure of a candidate's campaign expenses. This is the "openness" or transparency that Montanans have time and again stated is important in elections.

You can use the "featured on-line services" function to the immediate left of this letter to access information on the candidate you are interested in. Those candidates who electronically file (e-filing) have campaign finance reports that can be viewed using the file cabinet access symbol. Those candidates who file hard copy reports will have scanned copies of campaign finance reports that can be accessed using the magnifying glass symbol. E-filing is optional so start with the file cabinet portal and if your candidate does not appear on that site, go to magnifying glass site. Each candidate and political committee involved in the 2014 elections must file campaign finance reports so there will be a campaign finance report for your candidate of interest on one of these sites.

We have jobs to do, children to raise and dogs to walk. But we are citizens too and that means we should vote and vote knowledgeably. The information on this website is designed to assist in that effort.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl                                                                                                                                                                                             

Commissioner of Political Practices

