From the Commissioner…

July 26, 2013

Dear Fellow Montanans:

Ok, folks, prepare yourself for something really cool.

Please note the new "search" icon on the upper left of this home page screen. Kym worked with state government's information technology people and created a search function that is limited to the Commissioner's information site. Up to this point a "key word" search for the work of this Office would have taken you everywhere and anywhere within the state information archives. It produced too much information and was not an efficient tool for use by an attorney, candidate, or interested citizen who just wanted to do a key word review of the Decisions or other documents of this Office.

With Kym's new work product in play you can now, for example, put "coordination" in place of COPP in the search block and the search engine will identify the Decisions, complaints or other documents in this Office that dealt with or deals with coordination. While we still list all past decisions (in PDF format) under the Decisions icon, you should start your search with the key words function.

You may also have noticed that we adopted a judicial style format of numbering complaints according to the year and date that they come into the office. We did this for ease of citation, in an effort to better allow access to and use of the Decisions of this Office. These Decisions are important because few Decisions have been appealed to district court and subjected to due process review leading to a legally binding precedent. Accordingly, while not having the force and effect of law, these Decisions are often the best guide candidates, political committees, attorneys and public officials have as to what campaign related actions are considered by the Commissioner to be within fair play civic discourse.

We continue to be busy as an office auditing campaign finance reports (most recently city elections) and dealing with the backlog of campaign complaints. I will talk more about that work in our next letter. 

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl                                                                                                            Commissioner of Political Practices

