From the Commissioner…

July 2, 2013

Dear Fellow Montanans:

If you follow our website you likely are figuring out that I will change this message every several weeks to keep you abreast of recent activities at the Commissioner's office.

As you recall, this Office is the repository of information related to political campaigns. Right now that means we are accepting and posting for public review candidate registration forms for city races, all of which are due by July 5, 2013.

Last week I issued three Decisions covering four complaints filed with this Office. These Decisions appear in PDF form on this website. You can access and read the Decisions by clicking on "Complaints" on the menu bar at the top of this website and then clicking on "campaign decisions" under the Complaints tag. The Decisions I issued should give you an idea of the manner in which we will approach the remaining complaints filed with this Office. In particular the Vincent Decision explains that reporting and disclosure of campaign expenditures or contributions is mandatory with very limited exceptions, based on de minimis and excusable negligence theories, of enforcement actions for a failure to report or disclose. In general, then, this Office will insist that campaign finance data is thoroughly and timely disclosed to this Office and the public.

We are progressing in our efforts to improve the methods and content of reporting of, and public access to , the campaign related information that a candidate or political committee must report. We engaged a consultant, Larry Nagy of Axiom IT Solutions, to help us prepare a request for proposal to upgrade this Office's information system into a searchable and interactive reporting system and data base. The 2013 Legislature provided funding for this project and we are now underway on the work.

I hope your 4th of July holiday is wonderful.

Jonathan Motl Commissioner of Political Practices

