From the Commissioner…

August 9, 2013

Dear Fellow Montanans:

You are invited. Please stop in at our office. We now offer a library style table, dedicated for use by the public.

The Commissioner's office space situation is much improved. This week we moved two offices (Julie and me) 200 feet down the street to another small, state-owned house, located at 1219 8th Avenue in Helena. We will be joined at the 1219 8th Avenue house by the Office's new Attorney, once the hiring process is complete. Mary, Kym and Karen remain at the 1205 8th Avenue house.

Because of the move, space opened up in the front room at 1205 8th Avenue. We found a table at the State's surplus property warehouse and, for the first time in years, we created a comfortable space for public use. This means people coming in to inspect reports will no longer have to balance files on their knees. They will have use of a comfortable, well lit table. We are glad we could make this change.

To date, this Office has issued 9 campaign decisions (covering 10 complaints) and 2 ethics decisions under my signature as Commissioner. There will be a pause now before the next series of decisions because we are working on the dark money issues raised by the Bonogofsky complaints. The Bonogofsky complaints were filed in 2010 over actions taken in the 2010 elections and they need to be resolved. We expect to have these decisions out by October.

I hope summer is going well for you.

Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl Commissioner of Political Practices

