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December 12, 2012

Complaint presented to the Commissioner of Political Practices
1205 Eighth Street | '

Helena, MT 59620

This complaint stems from public knowledge of campaign materials featured in the Frontline
documentary “Big Sky, Big Money” which aired in October of this year. The documentary suggested
that there had been inappropriate collaboration between Western Traditions Partnership and several
candidates. One of the specific elements suggesting collaboration was the consistent template of so-
called “wife letters” and wife questionnaires. These letters were apparently generated with considerable
guidance by Western Traditions Partnership representatives who established the format and style of the
letters which were produced so as to appear personal and authentic.

I was struck by how much the letter we received in the final days of the 2010 campaign for HD 63 in
Bozeman Montana resembled the letter from Pam Butcher highlighted in the documentary. The letters
we received were sent out as campaign materials from Tom Burnett's campaign. I was particularly
struck by the fact that not only were the letters from Burnett's campaign (ostensibly written by his wife
and daughters) also on pink paper and appeared handwritten but they also focused not on political
issues but on the character and quality of the respective husband and included bits of personal history.

I believe that the similarity of the letters would lead any reasonable person to be suspicious that Tom
Burnett was one of the candidates with whom the WTP collaborated. In fact, the circumstantial
evidence is so strong that if Burnett did not collaborate with WTP, he deserves to have his name fully
and officially cleared.

I have written to Tom Burnett on several occasions in the last month and asked specifically if he did
collaborate with WTP and had no response.

I believe that Tom Burnett and WTP may be guilty of violating administrative rules 44.10.321 and
44.10.323 and may perhaps have violated other rules I am unfamiliar with and should be investigated.
Attached are copics of Tom Burnett's “wife letter” (and also letters from his two adult daughters which
came in the same envelope) . The Butcher letter can be found at this website: ‘
https:///www.documentcloud.org/documents/4491 98-butcher-wife-letter-0001.html

Vi A

Kent Madin
14543 Kelly Canyon Road
Bozeman, MT 59715
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.- Paid for by Fom Burneit for Legislature ~ 4143 Rain Roper Dr., Bozeman, MT 59715. Republican



Dear Montana Friends,

The purpose of this letter is to attest
to my dad’s character. When I sat down "y
fo write this letter, a quote kept comingto S i
my mind. It’s from the book, John Adams, and By
describes the feelings John Adams had for his father. The el
author states, “There were scarcely words to express the depth of his nly
gratitude for the kindnesses his father had shown him, the admiration he felt for
his father’s integrity.” Like Adams, my father is the “honestest man” I know.
Indeed, it is my “father’s honesty”, [my] father’s independent spirit and love of
country” that are my lifelong inspiration. (McCullough, David, John Adams, p33)

My dad has become this inspiration to me because for thirty years I have heard
his thoughts, seen his wisdom, and watched him mentally wrestle with debates to
arrive at the truth of the matter, T have seen his peers, his family, and his superiors
come to him for counsel. [ have watched him work tirelessly for just causes. He is
funny, spirited, generous, and honest. He loves thoughtful introspection, charity,
work, logic, truth and crab cakes. Without hesnatlon I give my complete support
to my dad, and hope you wnll as we]]

Thank you,

Jesse

Jessica (Bumnett) Steed

Paid for by Tom Bumnett for Legislature ~ 4143 Rain Roper Dr,, Bozeman, MT $9715. Republican




My Bozeman Friends,

Because all levels of government
need honorable and humble public
servants [ was thrilled when my
dad announced his candidacy for e,
State Representative. ] am now honored <=
to be writing this letter of endorsement for
my incredible father, Tom Burnett. My dad is as a rare
balance of reason, heart and integrity. He’s been a counselor and
friend, teacher and observer, champion and constant supporter. Dad sees
the good in me and lets me be the one to recognize room for improvement.
I push myself in my life because of his example of self- dlsmplme and an
endless thirst for knowledge. :

.' - - .

Nightly family dinners growing up mcluded geography, math, current
event, and history quizzes. He included me and my siblings in all aspects
of his life: work, recreation, church and community service, music, and _
life-long education. Then and now he shows me what it means to be a great
human being.

His remarkable reach has extended far beyond the clrcle of our famﬂy

and has included struggling students, homeless travelers, and lonely seniors. -

His honest intention in all areas is simply to do good. He serves and lives A,
humbly and with optimism, reason, and energy. These traits of persistence, ) &
selflessness, a commitment to freedom, faith and family will continue to
translate into honorable and selfless public service. It is the same traits he '
has unfailingly exemplified as a family man that make him not only a good
candidate, but the best candidate for State Representative.

Thank you,

Emily Burnett

P.S. A vote for my dad is a vote for time-tested values of family, integrity
and selflessness. Please join our family in supporting him November 2.

Please see o/ Sister s letder on the other Side.
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