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September 1, 2009

Michael Spreadbury
700 South 4" Street
Hamilton MT 59840

Subject: Campaign finance and practices complaint

Mt. Spreadbury, you recently filed a complaint with this office alleging that Jerry Steele
violated Montana campaign finance and practices laws by not placing the appropriate
attribution on his campaign signs as required by section 13-35-225, MCA.

Mz, Steele was given an opportunity to respond to the complaint and in an e-mail dated
August 26, 2009 stated that he acquired a sticker printed with the appropriate disclaimer and
placed it on each of the signs that they had installed throughout the city. Mr. Steele e-mailed
a picture of the corrected signs which did include the necessary information required by
statute.

My office has traditionally given candidates the benefit of the doubt when they have
demonstrated a good faith effort to bring their election materials into compliance. I have
determined that under the circumstances, it would not be in the best interests of the state to
further investigate this matter; therefore, I am dismissing the complaint.

A letter has been sent to M. Steele informing him of this decision and reminding him that
he needs to be sure any campaign activity he’s involved in meets the requirements in
Montana law.

t ] T
Dennis Unsworth
Commmissioner of Political Practices

"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER"
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September 1, 2009

Jetry Steele
223 South 2™ Street
Hamilton MT 59840

Subject: Campaign finance and practices complaint

Mr. Steele, recently Michael Spreadbury filed a complaint with this office alleging that you
violated Montana campaign finance and practices laws by not placing the appropriate
attribution on your campaign signs, as required by section 13-35-225, MCA. A copy of the
complaint is enclosed.

Since the complaint was received, I understand you've been in contact with Mary Baker,
Program Supetvisor for my office. You stated that you had a sticker printed with the
appropriate disclaimer information. On August 26, 2009, you e-mailed two pictures of the
corrected signs to Mary, which did include the necessary information required by statute.

We generally give candidates the benefit of the doubt when they demonstrate a good faith
effort to bring their election material into compliance. T have determined that under the
circumstances, it would not be in the best interests of the state to further investigate this
matter; thetefore, I am dismissing the complaint.

I urge you to make sure any campaign activity you’re involved in meets the requirements in
Montana law. Mary and the rest of the staff are very helpful if you have questions or need
help clarifying the requirements.

T ———

Dennis Unsworth
Commissioner of Political Practices

"AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER"
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PRACTICES
COMPLAINT FORM PAGE 2

STATEMENT OF FACTS:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s) and cite the statute or statutes you believe have been violated.
Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged in your statement.

If the space provided below is insufficient, you may attach additional pages as necessary.
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Baker, Mary

From: Michael Spreadbury [mspread@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2009 9:24 AM

To: Baker, Mary

Subject: Hamilton complaint

Mary,

You asked me to write back about this time about the campaign signs in Hamilton for Jerry Steele. The
signs came back up today with a very small sticker at the right of the Jerry Steele part in black with a 1" x
1" sticker. I could see some indistinct words there when passing by these signs, but the campaign rules
say "prominent”.

If I am within a foot or two of these signs, and cannot see "paid for by..." I am assuming that this is not
prominently displayed.

My viewpoint is that if his campaign wants to go with this, it will only look pooly on them when a proper
sign is displayed. I wish to continue the complaint as written and submitted in writing and on file in your
office.

Thank you.

Michael Spreadbury

Windows Live: Keep your friends up to date with what you do online. Find out more.
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Baker, Mary

From: " Michael Spreadbury [mspread@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2009 1:46 PM

To: Baker, Mary

Subject: amend complaint '

Attachments: CDViewer; 20310017 jpg: 20310019.jpg
Dear Mary,

according to MCA 13-35-225 a political sign for municipal office must reveal the source of the payment of
the sign. The campaign signs for Jerry Steele, Mayor race of Hamilton do not have the "disclaimer".

Photos of these signs are attached to this email, and are in the complaint.

With receipt of my complaint, I elected for an informal call to the opponent. I will follow up in one week to
inform you of compliance. If no compliance is met, please continue with the formal complaint.

Thank you,

Michael Spreadbury

With Windows Live, you can organize, edit, and share your photos. Click here.



