Women for a

WBSC Better

Sanders County RECEIVED
May 22,2014 V200 BAY 27 A G 5T
.. . . COMMISSIONER OF
Commissioner of Political Practices POLI L. PRACTICES
PO Box 202401

Helena, MT 59620-2401
RE: Ethics Complaint

The Women for a Better Sanders County formed in August 2012, to bring a
non-partisan look at political issues affecting Sanders County residents. Our purpose
was and is to present a fair and balanced view of both sides of an issue and allow
county residents to make up their own minds.

This past April, WBSC held a candidates' forum for interested residents to
meet both the Democrat and Republican candidates for House District 13. Each
candidate was given a set period of time to state their positions. After their
presentations the audience was given the opportunity to ask questions. Of
particular note, the candidate promoted in the ads that are the subject of this
complaint declined to attend.

On May 14, ads (see exhibits) were placed in each of the county's two
newspapers. Unbeknownst to WBSC the person or group responsible for these ads
had filed an ABN for the organization cited in the ads. While these ads may not be
technically illegal, they most assuredly implies the Women for a Better Sanders
County, whose core principle is to remain non-partisan, supports the named
candidate. The average person reading these ads would assume it is our group.

As you can see, WBSC had to take out our own ads to inform voters that we
did not place these ads. The Commissioners will not receive this complaint until it is
too late for a retraction before the Primary on June 3. However, we do want to be
sure that correct political procedures in the ad's disclaimer and the report for
candidate contributions were properly reported and claimed.

An entire week lapsed before WBSC could place their disclaimer. Time
enough for numerous absentee ballots to be filed. The WBSC take these deceptive
tactics very seriously. The outcome for State Representative HD-13 may hang in the
balance.

Sincerely,

WWWQL\%\/{L w ocﬂ

Linda Haywood_
Treasurer

Certified Mail

Women [or a Better Sanders County. a non-partisan organization, PO Box 2443, Thompson Falls, MT 39873
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Ethics CERTIFIED MAIL

Complaint Form (1009 SIGNED/NOTARIZED |:l/[/

Type or print in ink all information on this form except for verification signature

Person bringing complaint (Complainant):

Complete Name WOMEN FOR A BETTER SANDERS COUNTY

Complete Mailing Address PQ Box 2443

Thompson Falls, MT 59873-2443

Phone Numbers: Work  406-827-7625 Home 406-827-3234

Person or organization against whom complaint is brought (Respondent):

Complete Name WOMEN FOR A BETTER SANDERS COUNTY (WBSC)

Complete Mailing Address PO BOX 741

Thompson Falls, MT 59873-0741

Phone Numbers: Work Home 406-827-4337

Please complete the second page of this form
and describe in detail the facts of the alledged violation.

Verification by oath or affirmation

State of Montana, County of Sanders
Linda Haywood, Treasurer

|, __Women for a Better Sanders County , being duly sworn, state that the information in this
Complaint is complete, true, and correct, to the best of my knowledge and belief.

GILLIAN LOFTHUS A‘;\\/m // 7.& w,/CZM a0 @/

JIOTARY PUBLIC for the S|gnature of Complalnant

{ State of Monlana
1 Residing at Thormpson Falls, Moriana
£y

ylConmesich Crpires Subgcribed and sworn t%ﬁf&e me this 2‘ day of
OUA

VA M,/% JES

( Notary Public
My Commission Expires: 97/9(( 1 ' g




Ethics
Complaint Form Page 2

Statement of facts:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s), including pertinent dates, and cite the statute or statutes you
believe have been violated. Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged
in your statement.

If the space provided below is insufficient, you may attach additional pages as necessary.

A paid political ad in the name Women for a Better Sanders County (WBSC) were published in the Clark
Fork Valley Press, Plains, MT on Wednesday, May 14th. Copy of ad attached for verification. (Exhibit A)
This ad appears to be in violation of MCA 13-35-225. Election materials not to be anonymous -- statement
of accuracy -- notice -- penalty. According to the Campaign Finance & Practices for Political Committees
brochure the disclaimer "must include the name of the committee treasurer, as well as the mailing address
of either the committee or the committee treasurer.” Please verify if there has been a violation of MCA
13-35-225 regarding this ad.

Since the average voter can not tell if this ad is by the non-partisan group, Women for a Better Sanders
County, or by the committee of the Women for a Better Sanders County (WBSC), an ABN group setup for
publicity, the Women for a Better Sanders County found it necessary to take out their own ad clarifying

that our non-partisan group "does not endorse ANY candidate.” Copy of ad attached for verification.
(Exhibit B)

May 22, 2014, is the date the pre-primary report of Campaign Finances, Form c-5, was to be filed for
contributions made through May 17th. The Women for a Better Sanders County (WBSC) placed ads in both
the Sanders County Ledger and the Clark Fork Valley Press with the first ads appearing on May 14th, a
date prior to the disclosure date. Women for a Better Sanders County is inquiring if the disclosure Form

C-5 has been timely filed by either the Women for a Better Sanders County (WBSC) or the Candidate
named in the ads—Bob Brown.

Complaint must be:
e signed <y
e notarized
e delivered in person or by certified mail. .
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