Our office has received several calls regarding requirements for non-election year reporting for independent political committees. 
· Independent Political Committees must file a campaign finance report on the 12th day preceding and not more than 20 days after the date of an election in which it participates by making expenditure. Independent Political Committees that do not participate in any elections in 2011 must submit a calendar year-end report due January 31, 2012.There is no specific calendar that applies due to the varied dates of the non-election year elections. If you have questions or would like the applicable calendar (city, school, special) e-mailed or sent to you contact our office or visit our website at www.politicalpractices.mt.gov 

· Effective October 1st, 2009 there is a new provision that requires a report within 24 hours of making expenditure or incurring a debt of $500 or more for election materials. (See HB 147 5B (http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/2009/billhtml/HB0147.htm) We will send a new form (C-7A) to all committees around the end of September. If you need additional guidance please contact our office. 

Thank you, have a wonderful day!

Mary Baker
Program Supervisor
Commissioner of Political Practices
mabaker@mt.gov

