O e dalispar- Ve T

ency j
ern ¢ RiRe ot commissi
Mment process, 3190,

not |igt : ‘:ﬁwm . .
IStening to the have tudy comp,;
: ave up to twq vear .
government's Stru ,_._v to investigate their |
services, prepare _”::.? powers and public
mendations for p “,_,m.vc_*ﬁ and bring recom-
1t] voters for as POssible changes back 10
all COIMe 1N many dimr st OUE
Foundino F different arcas. Qul
ounding Father's ; .. Iane
in BoversmentiEiiE Sudee AP
SHtiale W .L_: to be elected so that those
: r.._ 0 ¢ s I\
e 1 :..p,,: d be accountable to the peo-
m : ~ OWEVET, as more and more responsi
_ _,_ 04y .:.,n placed on our elected oflicials,
m.,.:.i..:_zo_: got more complicated and the
_M_mr jerk reaction is that a mv_‘.g.,ﬁ.mv..n_:::
vwow_a be hired to run it. Those ark some
o- the decision a study commission can
maooBEo:a placing in front of the voters
for a vote.
However, it should be noted, that your
ynaTy current commissioners and council peo-
i : .
_ _@ ler a change ple currently have the power to make that
w:‘ ocal government decision without a study commission. SO
. why have a study commission? Because

1 4 m._.c\ or town will often times, your current elected officials
review questions on don’t want to rock the boat and change
ection ballot, one for  a system that may be benefitting them

er for the city or town personally. A study commission allows the
h the resolutions your people to take action when their elected

cials passed earlier officials are reluctant to take the action
number of study themselves. |

O0ses

SS10n would then

c1an’s misconduct js

n 099. cases i1t’s due to
perience.

:.._w ISSue, the Montana
Citizens a voice and
hrough the Study Com-
| _..S_unm:m every decade
tor the 2024 primary
10 years, voters in

| each incorporated city
tate have the right to
pprove a study com-
ow their local govern-

¢ approved. It Car- Our Founding Fathers intended for
yrove a review this government to be small and responsive

who are not elected  to the people and not turn into a ‘do all

¢ a study commis- for everyone’ enterprise. As the latter has
ply then there are happened though, the push has been for

e candidates appear  government to “hire” experts to manage
124 General Election  the complicated beast local government
getters get elected  has grown to be, instead of taming the

n. If less apply beast and maintain the relationship of pub-
mmission spots, lic servant for the public.

in by acclamation Once local government, whether a

yts be available city or county, “hires” officials instead of

pse someone 1or See Study Commission on page /

{ {

Bellitilt REPITSTIILo LEI=

_O<< Je what e
' . .vﬁw | .
1. Plact (G od first, so our liberties The market Wzmu«%\gﬁmﬁﬁcnrmx ﬁmch?w think
R 1eoted and we can enjoy freedom. ple want instead of o bottom of many
¥ they ought 10 want. At the g really
e markel economy !

' Tha . criticisms of th .
N. —v: 2: ——-——:._?P—:C.fﬁ FCC& _ \.\qm:.‘w\ :q .\Tﬂ.mﬁ\a:d :%QN\..

clena 18 to vote down bad bills |

3 »-: in H | ; il _J_:,p? ;1.7)_=Oﬁ— TH_GA—BQ:__
All vote down programs that expand
gernment into areas where it does not
long, like 1 our pockets and on our land.

3. Protecting Private Property
a Priority. Over my lifetime I have
tched the erosion of private property
hts. from Kelo v City of New London to
American Prairie Reserve and enlarge-

nt of National Monuments and restric-
ns on recreation on federal land. At
state and local levels we can limit the

wer of eminent domain.

Do our laws protect private property

hts and to what extent are those laws
pected by the government; especially

: courts? The seizure of private property
ater included), or severe restrictions on
use, are direct threats to individuals and

ir pursuit of happiness.
Property rights do not merely protect

sting ownership, but also the ability
ndividuals to acquire property. The
jortunity to acquire property makes it
sible for all people to improve their
1S. Private property, such as land, also
the benefit of allowing individuals to
ure loans to invest in new businesses
| generate new wealth for themselves.

The reason why our laws should be
ed on the Constitution and the core

ciples of the Bible, are not to institute

ligion, but because those principles
| to economic freedom, the health and
I-being of our citizens and our collec-
standard of living and educational

inment., a

a free and prosperous soc
rule of law, limited government,

regulatory efficiency, open markets,
and economic freedom.

4. Fix Our Justice System -
Economic freedom—1to say nothing of
opportunity, growth, and prosperity—1s
possible only in a state that (among other
things) safeguards such freedom through
the rule of law—both the right to own and

transfer private property and the right to

make binding contracts. Without those
protections, no one would be able to

have confidence in the stability or trans-
ferability of real or personal property. =
Those guarantees are the sine qua non of

a free-market economy, which has proved

itself as the most powerful engine of eco-

nomic growth there 1s.

Le ]

Indeed, a society lacking legal

protections for property and contract
rights is not far from the “the war of

all against all” that Thomas Hobbes
depicted in Leviathan in which violence,

not law or reason, is the order of the
day-George Floyd anyone’?
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Cook, Scott

From: lisa@wildskies.com

Sent: Saturday, May 4, 2024 11:09 AM

To: Cook, Scott

Cc: Gallus, Chris J.; Hendricksen-Scott, Shelley
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] COPP

Attachments: Attribution photo.jpg

Scott-I emailed Commissioner Gallus on Tuesday that | did lose a box of unlabeled materials at an event.

| place stickers on all my material that didn't already have an attribution printed. To the best of my knowledge | have not
handed out any that were not attributed, although there is the possibility some may have been combined with unlabeled
materials unknowingly. Some of my initial stickers were printed on old label sheets | had in my possession and may not
have stayed adhered to the paper they were placed on, but all were labeled that | handed out. As | mentioned, | did have
one box of unlabeled items that was accidentally brought to an event instead of the labeled versions. | did not hand
them out, but the box did disappear and | have no idea who picked it up.

| have a new batch of labels that to my knowledge are adhering fine.
| have attached a photo.

Sincerely,
Lisa Bennett
970.926.0216

On 2024-04-30 16:08, Cook, Scott wrote:

> Lisa,

>

> Thanks for reaching out. As an explainer of the attribution process,

> please see the attached letter from Commissioner Gallus (the letter is
> dated May 1, 2024, as that is the date the hard copy documents were to
> be sent to you via U.S. Mail- while sent via email now, hard copies

> can still be sent upon request). The letter concerns a formal

> attribution complaint- _Falagan v. Bennet_, COPP-2024-CFP-010-

> recently received by COPP alleging violation of Montana’s “Paid for

> by” attribution requirements under MCA 13-35-225 (in full, below); the
> complaint was accepted as merited by Commissioner Gallus.

> As explained in the Commissioner’s letter, unattributed materials such
> as that referenced in this complaint need to be brought into

> compliance by having the relevant “paid for by” attribution message

> and partisan affiliation added, MCA 13-35-225(6)(a); failure to do so

> is “subject to a civil penalty pursuant to 13-37-128, MCA”. This

> complaint will posted to COPP’s website tomorrow, May 1, 2024.

>

> A similar but slightly less formal process would transpire regarding

> the unattributed material you have here notified Commissioner Gallus
> about via email. In these cases, where the candidate notifies COPP of
> a real or potential attribution omission directly, the agency does

> require copies of the material with attribution added (photos sent via

1



> email are preferable here), as well as information about the quantity
> distributed without attribution and the date/s of distribution. COPP

> post this information on its agency website, so that it is publicly

> available. See MCA 13-35-225(4) for that self-reported attribution

> process.

>

> Please do not hesitate to contact me directly with questions about the
> attribution complaint process, or otherwise about Montana’s

> attribution requirements- (406) 444-4627 or scook3@mt.gov.

>

> Scott Cook

>

> Compliance Specialist 3/Public Records Officer

>

> Office of the Commissioner of Political Practices

>

> (406) 444-4627

>

> SCook3@mt.gov

>

> Election Materials Not To Be Anonymous -- Notice -- Penalty

>

> 13-35-225. Election materials not to be anonymous -- notice --

> penalty. (1) All election communications, electioneering

> communications, and independent expenditures must clearly and

> conspicuously include the attribution "paid for by" followed by the

> name and address of the person who made or financed the expenditure
> for the communication. The attribution must contain:

>

> (a) for election communications or electioneering communications

> financed by a candidate or a candidate's campaign finances, the name
> and the address of the candidate or the candidate's campaign;

>

> (b) for election communications, electioneering communications, or
> independent expenditures financed by a political committee or a joint
> fundraising committee, the name of the committee, the name of the
> committee treasurer, deputy treasurer, secretary, vice chairperson, or
> chairperson, as designated pursuant to 13-37-201 [1](2)(b), and the

> address of the committee or the named committee officer; and

>

> (c) for election communications, electioneering communications, or
> independent expenditures financed by a political committee that is a
> corporation or a union, the name of the corporation or union, its

> chief executive officer or equivalent, and the address of the

> principal place of business.

>

> (2) Communications in a partisan election financed by a candidate, a
> political committee organized on the candidate's behalf, or a joint

> fundraising committee with a participant who is a candidate or a

> political committee organized on the candidate's behalf must state the
> candidate's party affiliation or include the party symbol.

>



> (3) If a document or other article of advertising is too small for

> the requirements of subsections (1) and (2) to be conveniently

> included, the candidate responsible for the material or the person

> financing the communication shall file a copy of the article with the
> commissioner of political practices, together with the required

> information or statement, at the time of its public distribution.

>

> (4) If information required in subsections (1) and (2) is omitted or

> not printed or if the information required by subsection (3) is not

> filed with the commissioner, upon discovery of or notification about
> the omission, the candidate responsible for the material or the person
> financing the communication shall:

>

> (a) file notification of the omission with the commissioner of

> political practices within 2 business days of the discovery or

> notification;

>

> (b) bring the material into compliance with subsections (1) and (2)
> or file the information required by subsection (3) with the

> commissioner; and

>

> (c) withdraw any noncompliant communication from circulation as soon
> as reasonably possible.

>

> (5) Whenever the commissioner receives a complaint alleging any
> violation of subsections (1) and (2), the commissioner shall as soon
> as practicable assess the merits of the complaint.

>

> (6) (a) If the commissioner determines that the complaint has merit,
> the commissioner shall notify the complainant and the candidate or
> political committee of the commissioner's determination. The notice
> must state that the candidate or political committee shall bring the
> material into compliance as required under this section:

>

> (i) within 2 business days after receiving the notification if the

> notification occurs more than 7 days prior to an election; or

>

> (ii) within 24 hours after receiving the notification if the

> notification occurs 7 days or less prior to an election.

>

> (b) When notifying the candidate or campaign committee under

> subsection (6)(a), the commissioner shall include a statement that if
> the candidate, political committee, or joint fundraising committee

> fails to bring the material into compliance as required under this

> section, the candidate, political committee, or joint fundraising

> committee is subject to a civil penalty pursuant to 13-37-128 [2].

>

> From: Gallus, Chris J. <Christopher.Gallus@mt.gov>

> Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 3:44 PM

> To: lisa@wildskies.com

> Cc: Cook, Scott <SCook3@mt.gov>

> Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] COPP



>
> Thank you, Lisa. The attribution complaint process is streamlined and

> less complex, when compared to other complaints. Scott Cook the COPP
> investigator normally handles the expedited review process. | copied

> Scott here. You can respond per the letter we sent and contact Scott

> with further questions or explanations. Assuming matters are complied
> with in accordance with the established process, these matters are

> usually dismissed. See 13-35-225.

>

> Ultimately, we look for an explanation followed by compliance. As

> indicated, it is designed to be a quick and straightforward process

> that involves a couple communications that results in a posted

> correction and a dismissal from further civil enforcement. Since these

> matters are resolved through compliance they are never referred to

> county attorneys for prosecution because prosecution is no longer

> justified.

>

> Please feel free to contact Scott. He is always of great help in these

> matters.

>

> | do appreciate you letting us know so quickly.

>

> Best of regards,

>

> Chris

>

> Get Outlook for iOS [3]

>
>
>
> From: lisa@wildskies.com <lisa@wildskies.com>

> Sent: Tuesday, April 30, 2024 3:23 PM

> To: Gallus, Chris J. <Christopher.Gallus@mt.gov>

> Subject: [EXTERNAL] COPP

>

> Chris,

>

> | only just now was made aware that a box of the newspapers | printed,
>

> and am reporting as paid for by my campaign, were taken from an event
> that was held on Saturday. They were not meant for distribution until

> my attribution sticker was placed on them. Those papers did not yet

> have a sticker on them listing that they were paid for by me.

>

> All the ones | am distributing have that sticker on them, but | do not

>

> know who took the ones that didn't yet have the sticker on them. |

> wanted to report this to you ASAP.

>

> Sincerely,

> Lisa Bennett

>970.926.0216




>
> Links:

>[1]

> https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0020/section

> 0010/0130-0370-0020-0010.html

> [2]

> https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0010/section

> 0280/0130-0370-0010-0280.html [3]

> https://urldefense.com/v3/ _https://aka.ms/oOukef _;!|GaaboA!pBj2I3AEP

> HbqfSN8NVW _65IvRbfCj6ubE4tiSVshdK7xyYO7qD60kd33b230721v8fmngkVxKGhVhQ$



