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1. Political Committees-
General Information



Committee Treasurer to Keep Records

 Political committees are required to designate a campaign treasurer, 
MCA 13-37-201. Committees may also designate a deputy treasurer, 
but not more than one per county, MCA 13-37-202

Committees are required to keep records of all contributions received 
and expenditures made, MCA 13-37-208

Committees are also required to utilize a designated bank account in 
which to deposit all contributions received and through which to 
make all expenditures, MCA 13-37-205

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0020/sections_index.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0020/section_0020/0130-0370-0020-0020.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0020/section_0080/0130-0370-0020-0080.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0020/section_0050/0130-0370-0020-0050.html


Candidate Campaign Contribution Limits

 Candidates have campaign 
contribution limits- i.e., they can 
only accept so much from 
political committees
Contribution limits apply to 

coordinated activity, but not 
independent expenditures

 Aggregate contribution limits 
apply for political party 
committees

 Current limits available at 
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/H
ome/Contribution-Limits

https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Contribution-Limits
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Contribution-Limits


Prohibited Contributions for Candidates

 Candidates may not accept 
contributions from corporate or union 
sources, even indirectly, MCA 13-35-
227(1) and (2)

 Candidates may accept contributions 
from political committees established by 
corporate or union entities, provided 
those funds come solely from non-
corporate/union sources (i.e., individual 
members)

 Federal law prohibits the acceptance of 
campaign contributions from foreign 
nationals

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0350/part_0020/section_0270/0130-0350-0020-0270.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0350/part_0020/section_0270/0130-0350-0020-0270.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/tracy_olson/61056391
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Attribution of Campaign Material

 Any paid communication in support or opposition to a 
candidate or ballot issue must include a “Paid for by” 
attribution message, MCA 13-35-225

 For materials financed by a political committee, the attribution 
message must include the name of the committee, name of 
the designated treasurer or other officer, and address. 

 For example: Paid for by Hiking is Better than Fishing PAC. Hiking 
Boot, Treasurer. PO Box 123, Helena, MT 59601

https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Education-and-
Resources/Attribution-Information

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0350/part_0020/section_0250/0130-0350-0020-0250.html
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Education-and-Resources/Attribution-Information
https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Education-and-Resources/Attribution-Information


2. Campaign Finance 
Reporting- Forms and Dates



Statement of Organization (Form C-2)

 All political committees must file form C-2, the Statement of Organization, 
within 5 days of making or authorizing the initial expenditure

 The Statement of Organization must include the committee’s name, 
address, and contact information, the name and contact information for 
the designated treasurer, deputy treasurer, and any other officers, the 
name and address of the bank where the committee’s account is 
located, and name each candidate or ballot issue the committee has 
made expenditures to support or oppose 



Statement of Organization (Form C-2)

 Update form C-2 within five (5) days of making any changes- new 
committee officers are elected, for example

 Timely updates to the C-2 help ensure that COPP can contact the 
committee to provide necessary information or relevant guidance 
throughout a campaign cycle



Committee Finance Report 

 Independent committees (PACs), political party committees, and 
ballot issue committees all disclose contributions received and 
expenditures made via form C-6, the committee finance report

 Incidental committees disclose certain earmarked contributions 
received (see MCA 13-37-232) and expenditures made via form C-
4, the incidental committee finance report

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0020/section_0320/0130-0370-0020-0320.html


Committee Finance Report Due Dates

1. In 2024, C-6 committee finance reports are due 
monthly: on the 30th of March, April, May, June, August, 
September, October, and November

2. The full 2024 committee Reporting Calendar is available 
on COPP’s website

3. Incidental committees with one-time or limited activity 
file form C-4 within 30 days of making the expenditure

https://politicalpractices.mt.gov/Home/Even-year-election-calendar-2024-candidates.pdf


Campaign Finance Reporting Due Dates

1. Reports can be filed anytime from the end of the reporting period to 
the due date. Don’t wait until the 30th to file a report- file anytime 
between the 26th and the 30th

2. Committees can update reports regularly throughout the reporting 
period- no need to wait until reporting day to begin this process

3. Contact COPP with questions as soon as they come up



3. Campaign Finance Reporting-
Disclosing Contributions 
received, Expenditures made, 
and Debts owed 



Types of Contributions

Monetary contributions: cash or 
check provided to the 
committee and deposited in 
the designated committee 
account

 In-kind contributions: Items or 
services of value provided to 
the committee for free, or at a 
reduced rate



Contributions: Types of Contributors

1. Individuals  
2.Political Committees
3. Fundraisers and “Mass Collection” events
4.Refunds, rebates, etc.
5. Loans



Individual Contributors 

 **Anonymous contributions are not 
allowed under Montana law!**

 Required contributor information:
Amount of the contribution
Whether contribution was monetary or in-

kind
Name of contributor
Address of contributor
Occupation and Employer of contributor 

(if contributions total $50 or more)



Political Committee Contributors

Required contributor 
information:
Amount of the contribution
Whether the contribution was 

monetary or in-kind
 Name of the committee making 

the contribution
Type of Committee (political 

party, independent (PAC), 
incidental, or ballot issue)



Fundraisers and “Mass Collection” events

Contributions of less than $50 from a fundraiser or related “mass 
collection” event can be reported together, as a lump sum. 

 Any individual contribution of $50 or more must be reported as an 
Individual contribution, under that individual’s name

 ** Anonymous contributions are not allowed under Montana law!** The 
source of contributions from a fundraiser or related “mass collection” 
event must always be recorded, even if an individual’s fundraising-
related contribution is less than $50. This also ensures that if an individual 
contributes $50 or more in the aggregate, their contributions can be 
correctly reported.



Fundraisers and “Mass Collection” events

 Each individual fundraiser or “mass 
collection” event held by the 
committee must be reported 
separately!

 Details to include:
 Date and location of the event
 Event description (Raffle, pass-the-hat, 

banquet, silent auction, etc.)
 Number of attendees/tickets sold
 Total amount raised (<$50 contributions 

only)



Entering Contributions

 All contributions are entered in 
the committee finance report 
using the “Contributors” tab

Click the ‘Add’ icon to add a 
new entry

 Use the corresponding subtab 
for each type of contributor 
(the “individuals” subtab for 
contributions from individuals; 
the “committees” subtab for 
contributions from political 
committees, etc.)



Entering Contributions



Expenditures

A committee must be able to identify all 
funds expended. Hold onto 
receipts/invoices/etc. for all expenses!

Expenditure detail are required to report 
includes:
Date of the expenditure
Amount of the expenditure
Name and address of the entity to whom the 

expenditure was made
Brief description of the expense  



Expenditures

Expenditures made to a “consultant, 
advertising agency, polling firm, or other 
person that performs services” on behalf 
of the committee need to be “itemized 
and described in sufficient detail to 
disclose the specific services performed”, 
MCA 13-37-229(2)(b)

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0020/section_0290/0130-0370-0020-0290.html


Independent Expenditures

 An independent expenditure is 
an expenditure made to 
support or oppose a 
candidate or ballot issue that is 
not coordinated with that 
candidate/issue, MCA 13-1-
101(28)

 Independent expenditures 
must be reported with the 
name of the candidate/issue 
the expenditure was intended 
to benefit

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0010/part_0010/section_0010/0130-0010-0010-0010.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0010/part_0010/section_0010/0130-0010-0010-0010.html


Debts

 A debt is an obligation owed by the 
committee to a vendor for their provision 
of goods/services provided

 **Debts must be reported within the 
campaign finance report reporting period 
where incurred, not when paid!** If the 
exact amount is unknown, the estimated 
amount must be reported

 Report all debts with the same level of detail 
as expenditures



Entering Expenditures and Debts

 Expenditures are entered in the 
committee finance report 
using the “Expenditures” tab

 Use the “Independent 
Expenditures” subtab to report 
independent expenditures

Click the ‘Add’ icon to add a 
new entry

 All debts are entered in the 
committee finance report using 
the “Debts” tab

 Report payments made on 
outstanding Debts or Loans 
owed using the “Payments” 
tab

Click the ‘Add’ button to add 
a new entry



Entering Expenditures and Debts



Filing your 
Report

 When all contributions and 
expenditures have been 
entered, make sure to File 
your report!

 To file: navigate to the ‘File’ 
tab, follow the instructions to 
Certify and File

 A report is not filed- and 
therefore not available for 
public review- until you have 
Certified and Filed!



4. Campaign Finance Review 
Process



Inspection of reports by COPP staff

Congratulations! You’ve filed a committee finance report
After a committee finance report is filed, COPP Compliance 

Specialists will review. After this review, we may send the 
committee an Inspection Report identifying entries that may 
require additional information, need to be reported differently, 
etc.

 If you receive an Inspection Report, please make all requested 
changes by amending the committee finance report! If you 
have questions, contact COPP to discuss



Orders of Noncompliance

 The Commissioner may file an order of noncompliance against a 
political committee for their failure to file required documents or for 
failing to meet Montana’s campaign finance reporting 
requirements, MCA 13-37-121

Once a formal Order of Noncompliance is issued, the committee is 
provided five (5) days to file the required documents or otherwise 
submit the necessary information 

 If the committee does not comply with an Order of Noncompliance 
in the five (5) days provided, the Commissioner or local county 
attorney “shall” initiate the appropriate civil or criminal action

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0010/section_0210/0130-0370-0010-0210.html


Campaign Finance Complaints

 Failure to file reports as required or fully/accurately disclose 
contributions received and expenditures made may lead to a 
formal campaign finance complaint being filed against a 
committee

Complaint process is public- anyone can file a complaint. Unlike 
Orders of Noncompliance, formal Complaints are not initiated by 
COPP

COPP is compelled to accept and investigate Complaints alleging 
violation of relevant election law under MCA Title 13, Chapters 35 
and 37, MCA 13-37-111

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0130/chapter_0370/part_0010/section_0110/0130-0370-0010-0110.html


Questions? Contact COPP!

Address: 1209 8th Avenue 
(Helena)
Phone: (406) 444-2942
Email: cpphelp@mt.gov 
or
cppcompliance@mt.gov

mailto:cpphelp@mt.gov
mailto:cppcompliance@mt.gov
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