Cook, Scott

From: Steve Gist <giststeve@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2023 10:06 AM

To: Cook, Scott

Subject: [EXTERNAL] COPP-2023-CFP-007 WTF 406 v Gist
Attachments: copp.pdf; Cascade County Response to COPP.pdf

Good morning Scott,

Please share with Commissioner Gallus. Attached is my response to the complaint. It details my timeline in Cascade
County.

Thank you,

Steve

Representative Steve Gist
406-231-4050
giststeve@gmail.com

339 1stSTN

Cascade, MT. 59421
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; . Steve Gist for Montana House District 25 eoe
Oct 14, 2022 Q

So there is a group out there that has been spreading
false information. As usual they just make up stuff. So
here are the facts. .

1) They are saying | vote in Flathead County.

This is false. In the past, | have voted in the Flathead. |
switched back to Cascade County in early 2020.

2) They say | live in a rental property that | own. That too
is false. | have NO rental properties. We have owned our
house in Cascade since 2008. As many of you know, in
the past, | have worked out of town in the winter months,
then in the late spring, Summer, and early fall months
worked running our business in Cascade.

3) My wife and | do own a house in the Flathead, one
that she owned before we were married.

4) Since the mid 80's there have only been a couple
years that | have not either rented or owned property in
Cascade County.

5) Our Wildland fire business is structured to run out of
multiple locations.

6)They imply that COPP rules are being violated. This
too is false.

Several of the Facebook profiles they use are masked,
no full name, basically a shadowed profile to hide who
they are. It's not really a surprise to me that they do this.
But, that's the way they lash out by calling names and
attempting to spread disinformation.

Have a good night everyone ()

@< Boost this post to reach up to 745 more :
people if you spend $10. Boost post _
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Steve Gist Timeline and history in Cascade County:

1985-1989—-Lived in Great Falls, worked for Bicsack Ambulance and Mercy Flight
1990-2000-lived in both Great Falls and Cascade, and owned an Ambulance company
with my business partner, Tom Rosmiller

2001-2002—-Worked in a machine shop in Sun River and lived in Simms, while also
attending college at Great Falls College of Technology and University of Great Falls. |
also worked shifts in Great Falls for Mercy Flight and the Great Falls Deaconess/Benefis
Hospital Emergency Room during this time.

2003-2006—Continued to live in Simms until my house was sold and went through a
divorce, it was final in (2006) Started a wildland fire contracting business based out of
Simms in 2003 and also drove truck for my neighbor that also lived in Simms. Late
2005-2006 worked for Great Falls Emergeny Service.

Early 2006—moved to Great Falls apartment, when my house was sold in late 2005 and
my family had moved to Flathead County.

2007-2008—-moved to a house in Cascade, renting a room and space for my equipment
from a friend. | also maintained an apartment in Flathead County so | could see my
children regularly, and work shifts at North Valley Hosptial in Whitefish without having to
rent motel rooms. | worked per diem, meaning | did not have a fixed schedule, but filled
in as needed. (bought 349 1st ST N (shop) in 2007; bought 339 1st ST N (house) in
2008 Cascade properties)

2008 We purchased the house in Cascade, where | had been living, from my friend, as
well as the property next door, where our shop is currently located. The addresses are
339 1st St. N, and 349 1st St. N., both in Cascade. | married Virginia (Ginny), who
owned a home in Whitefish and worked for the Whitefish Schools. She had owned the
house since 1994, and my name was recently added to the title for estate planning
purposes..

2008-2020-I lived in Cascade pretty much full time from late April-late October or early
November, going to Whitefish a few days a month in the spring and fall. | stayed in
Whitefish a week at a time, November-April, working at the hospital, and coming back to
Cascade between stretches of shifts. Again, | was working per diem, so did not have a
fixed schedule and just filled in as needed. My last shift in Whitefish at the NVH was
during COVID and | was limited in my ability to travel between the counties while | was
working at the hospital in the spring of 2020. During most of this time | was likely
registered to vote in the Flathead, but | do not know when that was the case exactly.
During this time, | went back and forth according to work schedules. My children and
grandchildren lived in the Flathead and my wife worked there and did not have the
flexibility during the school year to be the traveler.

Late 2019-present My main residence is in Cascade. | am registered to vote here, and
have been since 2019. My wife’s main residence is Whitefish. She still works there off
and on, and several of our children and grandchildren are there now. She does the
majority of the traveling back and forth now. We have also recently purchased an
additional piece of property in Cascade. (We currently pay taxes on 3 pieces of property
in Cascade county.)



COPP-2023-CFP-007 WTF 406 v Gist Response page 2

We use the Whitefish address for most of our business mail because that is where Ginny
spends most of her time. It is just easier to receive our bills and important mail where she can
manage things more easily. She handles the vast majority of our business paperwork. Our
address of record is the Whitefish address for the LLC. We use a bank in Cascade for our
business, and always have. She travels with a bin as a portable office for many things, but
there needs to be an address that receives mail that is secure and is checked frequently.

Additionally, our business plan was originally for us to operate out of multiple locations, before
running for office was on the horizon. In addition to running wildland firetrucks we do some
training, and some equipment procurement and sales. We run the equipment primarily out of
the Great Falls area now, but will also be dispatching some of our trucks out of Helena this year,
although we do not have any permanent residence there. We have several trucks that were
licensed in Cascade County and a few that are licensed in Flathead County. Some have
permanent plates and by law, we do not need to get new plates if that is the case. The LLC
owns most of the equipment.

We opened the campaign account at First Interstate Bank in Whitefish, because that is where |
happened to be when | needed to get that opened. They have branches all over the state, so it
did not matter where it was opened. Again, since my wife handles the paperwork, it was easier
to get it done there at the time it needed to be done.

My close ties to the Great Falls area and Cascade county go back a very long ways, in excess
of 35 years. The few years | registered to vote in the Flathead were for the reason that | was
usually over there in the fall of the year and would be starting back, working the seasonal part
time job in the ER. Even during the winter months, | would still continue to travel back and forth
to Cascade to work in the shop, building or repairing equipment. My wife and | do maintain two
different home addresses. As we talk to others, we are finding that while unusual, it is not as
unusual as you might think when people who had separate lives, families, jobs and homes,
marry later in life. My wife now does a lot of the traveling back and forth across the mountains
between Whitefish and Cascade. | still travel back to Whitefish to see my kids and grandkids
when time allows.

I hope this answers and clears up any issues on where | live, taxes issues, and voter
registration issues that the WTF 406 group has expressed. If there is any further documentation
required, please let me know.

| have included a copy of my change of address for voting in Cascade County from 2019 and
my response on Facebook last fall when | came became aware of their accusations on their
website and my facebook page.





