February 27, 2017
 
     Dear Fellow Montanans:
 
     The process for choosing the next Commissioner of Political Practices is now underway. At this point, I am serving as a holdover Commissioner and I will continue to so serve until my successor is appointed and qualified.
 
     The first step in the process of appointing and qualifying a successor Commissioner involves nomination of candidates to the Governor by leaders of the Montana Legislature. We know that there are eight candidates vying for legislative nomination to the Governor: Michael Larson; Jaime MacNaughton; Debra Shea; Robert Hoffman; Benjamin Tiller; Michael Black; Jeff Mangan; and Charles Mazurek.
 
     On Wednesday, March 8, 2017, a committee of four legislative leaders (President of the Senate Scott Sales; Senate Minority Leader Jon Sesso; Speaker of the House Austin Knudsen; and House Minority Leader Jenny Eck) will meet and interview the eight candidates seeking to become Commissioner. Very shortly after the interviews, likely the next day, the committee will discuss whether a majority of the committee (at least 3 of the 4) can agree to nominate any of these candidates to the Governor. The Governor must select and appoint a Commissioner from any list of no less than two and no more than five names submitted by the committee. If the committee fails to nominate at least two names (thereby providing a choice) to the Governor, then the Governor may appoint anyone he wishes as Commissioner.
 
     Any Commissioner appointed by the Governor will then be subject to a confirmation vote by a majority of the Montana Senate. We will know more about that confirmation vote process once the Governor issues his appointment letter. It seems likely, however, that there is enough time to ensure that the confirmation vote happens before the adjournment of the 2017 Legislature.
  
     Sincerely,
 
     Jonathan Motl
     Commissioner
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