From the Commissioner…

 

March 2, 2016

Dear Fellow Montanan: 

        I learned a lot from Elyssa's letter to Montanans. I learned that more people read this letter than I thought. I further learned that people want the letter to be from the Commissioner, so be it. We owe a debt to Elyssa though; her single letter states the obvious. The political system has a new driver in waiting and that driver is a Millennial. It is just a question of time before the Millennials decide to move out of the back seat into the driver's seat of the car of politics.

        To state the obvious, this new post-Citizens United era places emphasis on reporting and disclosure over a simpler "level playing field" approach favored by most Montanans. Reporting and disclosure, in turn, has led to electronic filing, accomplished through computer programs that Millennials understand and use with an ease many Boomers can only admire. March 1, 2016 was the first significant filing period for the 2016 Montana elections. Statewide candidates filed campaign finance reports, as did political committees who contributed to statewide candidates. The campaign finance reports of the principal candidates for Governor of Montana were large and one of the candidates attempted to file late in the day at the same time that reporters and the public were also using CERS to look at the previously filed campaign finance reports. Mary and Kym were out of the office leading a campaign finance seminar in Billings. This left Elyssa and she guided the candidate's filing through the CERS portal, adjusting several entries so that it complied with CERS requirements, thereby allowing the report to be filed. It was just this sort of stunningly swift mastery of the COPP's information base that led us to ask Elyssa to write letters to other Montanans.

        Changes in life can be overlooked and unappreciated. Simply put, the combination of the changes in law brought about by the Disclose Act and the adaptions to the COPP's electronic reporting system have made campaign finance information instantly available to Montanans in a way that has never happened before. We have said this before and Elyssa's letter said it again. But here is a point that might be missed. This is the new information driven world of campaign practice debate, discussion and civic responsibility. In general, Millennials are better able to access, manipulate and use this new information and data. Have at it Millennials.

        Sincerely,

Jonathan Motl

Commissioner of Political Practices

