March 9, 2017

 

     Dear Fellow Montanans:

 

     The process for choosing the next Commissioner of Political Practices continues. We should know more next week. The Nomination Committee meets again on Monday, March 13, at 4:00 pm. I will update this letter again when there is new information to report.

 

     On another front, the office is tying up some of the matters I was most involved in as Commissioner. The Complaint and Decision involving Stanford University and Dartmouth College was one of these matters. The respondents in the Complaint settled this week, and the settlement agreement is posted on the COPP website. You can find it by using the horizontal green menu bar just above this letter. Rest your cursor on "complaints," click on "campaign decisions," and go down to Decision 14/067 (McCulloch v Stanford) and click on Settlement. The Settlement document will appear for reading or printing. As with all settlements received by this office, the funds are deposited directly into the State of Montana general fund.

 

     Our office has received a number of calls concerning House Bill 340, the bill that would transfer staff and functions of the COPP to the offices of the Secretary of State and the Attorney General. As it currently stands, HB 340 has passed the House and is assigned to the Senate Legislative Administration Committee for a hearing. A hearing date has not yet been set.

  

     Sincerely,

 

     Jonathan Motl

     Commissioner

