STATEMENT OF MONTANA COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL PRACTICES REGARDING LAIR COURT RULING ON CONTRIBUTION LIMITS  

May 17, 2016

Good Day Montanans:
 
Today, the United States District Court for the District of Montana
[1] ruled that Montana’s statutory limits on contributions to candidates are unconstitutional.  The limits struck down were enacted by initiative vote of Montanans in 1994.
[2]  
 
Under Montana law, the Court’s ruling striking the current limits effectively reinstates the political committee and individual contribution limits that were in place before the 1994 enactment.  These limits apply to the election cycle rather than to each election.  By statute, contribution limits must be adjusted for inflation.  Based on the Court ruling and the statutory inflation factor, the contribution limits that currently apply are as follows:
 
2016 Contribution limits for individuals/political committees
	Office
	Contribution Limit – Per Election Cycle

	Governor/Lieutenant Governor
	$1,990

	Other Statewide offices
	$990

	District Court Judge, PSC, State Senate
	$530

	All other elected offices, including House
	$330


 
The above limits are reinstated under a policy adopted today by the Commissioner’s Office. The  Policy is adopted under the reasoning, authority and direction set by the Montana Supreme Court in State ex. rel. Woodahl v. District Court, 162 Mont. 283, 290, 511 P. 2d 318, 322 (1973): “[a]n unconstitutional amendment to a law leaves the section intact as it had been before the attempted amendment.”   This issue is further addressed by AG Opinion Vol. 51, No. 2.  
 
Starting today, the staff of the Commissioner’s Office will  contact candidates to inform them of the above contribution limits.  The Commissioner will issue a statement tomorrow responding to the Court’s Order voiding contribution limits by a political party. 
 

Jonathan Motl
Commissioner of Political Practices



�[1] Lair v. COPP  No. 6:12-cv-00012-CCL


�[2] Initiative 118, approved November 8, 1994.





