October 31, 2016

 

     Dear Fellow Montanans:

 

     As you might recall, late last week I wrote to explain that the COPP's pre-election campaign practice complaint docket was cleared for the first time in 19 years. I offered a preview of how we would deal with any new Complaints filed in the remaining days (now 8) before Election Day, November 8th, 2016. I said that generally we will hold off Decisions on these extreme late-election-cycle Complaints until after the election.

 

     I am refining that statement with this letter. The refinement is this: we will hold off Decisions on late-election-cycle Complaints that need research or that are based on non-urgent allegations of campaign actions that could have been made months ago. The Complaints requiring research cannot fairly be resolved in the few days left before the election, and those Decisions will be held until after the election for that reason. The late-election-cycle Complaints based on campaign actions that are months old (and could have been addressed with a Complaint filed earlier in the election cycle) will be treated as non-urgent by the COPP and decided after the election so as to lessen the possibility of inappropriate use of the COPP as a platform for a last minute political press hit.

 

     The above refinement means that some Complaints may still be decided this election cycle. I note that there were two Complaints filed late last week that will be decided today. Those Decisions will be issued because the Complaints addressed recent campaign actions and the issues involved could be resolved by use of information from campaign reports and statements already in the possession of the COPP.

 

     Sincerely,

 

     Jonathan Motl

     Commissioner

