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Type or print in ink all information on this form except for verification signature

[ Person bringing complaint (Complainant):

Complete Name

Complete Mailing Address

Phone Numbers: Work

David Chadwick

1325 Flowerree St

Helena MT 59601

Home 406-438-6478

Person or organization against whom complaint is brought (Respondent):

Complete Name

Complete Mailing Address

Phone Numbers: Work

Dennison Rivera for HD 79

P.0.BOX 7022

Helena, MT 59604

406-439-8129

Home

Please complete the second page of this form and describe in
detail the facts of the alledged violation.

Verification by oath or affirmation
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OLIVIA HANSEN
NOTARY PUBLIC for the
State of Montana
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My Commission Expires

My Commission Expires:

Residing at Helena , Montana

, being duly sworn, state that the information in this

Mledge and belief.

}. Signature of Complainant
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, 2070 .
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Campaign Finance and Practices
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Statement of facts:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s) and cite the statute or statutes you believe have been violated.
Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged in your statement.

If the space provided below is insufficient, you may attach additional pages as necessary.

Please see attached.

Complaints must be:
* signed
e notarized
* delivered in person or by mail.




Dennison Rivera
Campaign Finance Violations

Dennison Rivera filed as a candidate in House District 79 on March 4, 2020." Since that time,
he has reported zero campaign expenditures even though he has demonstrably incurred
expenses. He has also failed to include proper attribution on digital communications in support
of his campaign.

1. Rivera has failed to report campaign expenditures related to his campaign website

The domain name riveraforhd79.com was registered on April 10, 2020.2 This domain name
hosts a website for Rivera’s campaign that has been live since at least April 2020.° Rivera
posted this campaign website address on Facebook on April 22, 2020.* Information in the
source code of the website’s pages indicate that editing/construction occurred during the month
of April 2020.5 The website includes a credit that says it is “Paid for by Dennison Rivera for HD

79, Republican.”

However, Rivera did not report any expenditures related to the creation of this website, such as
domain name registration, hosting, labor, stock photo acquisition, or software during the month
of April 2020 or any other time. Failing to report these expenditures is a violation of MCA 13-37-
225 to 13-37-229 and ARM 44.11.501-502.

2. Rivera has failed to report campaign expenditures related to the production of
campaign signs

Rivera has produced signs to promote his campaign. He deployed some of these signs around
the district prior to the June primary election.” One of these signs is shown on his website on an
image uploaded in June 2020.2 Signs also remain visible around Helena in July 2020.°

Rivera did not report any expenses related to the production of campaign signs in May 2020 or
any other time. Failing to report these expenditures is a violation of MCA 13-37-225 — 13-37-

229 and ARM 44.11.501-502.

3. Candidate Rivera has failed to report expenditures or provide proper attribution
related to the activities of the Helena Facts Media social media site and website

The Helena Facts Media Facebook page was first created in September 2019."° The Facebook
page’s content stepped up considerably beginning in March 2020, after Rivera declared his
candidacy. In July 2020, a Helena Facts Media website also appeared. Both the Facebook
page and website have expressed views on several ongoing issues in Helena, including the city
manager hiring process, the budget for school resource officers, and the recall of city
commissioners. Even though the Facebook page and the website purport to be a media outlet,
they are clearly being run by Rivera and, in the months since he announced his candidacy, have

been used to advance his campaign.



The Helena Facts Media Facebook page and website do not provide any contact information or
identify any author(s). For the record, there is no bona fide media outlet registered with the
Secretary of State’s office operating under this name as a business or nonprofit organization.
Rivera appears to be producing content for both the Facebook feed and the Helena Facts Media
website, including content that has been promoting his candidacy for HD 79.

Facebook Content

Three Facebook posts during June 2020 and July 2020 link to downloadable documents that list
Rivera as the document creator:

e On June 22, 2020 a Facebook post was made that links to file that contains questions
about the Helena Interim City Manager hiring process that is hosted on a Google
drive."2 The document properties say that the author is “Dennison Rivera'®

e On June 29, 2020, a post was made that links to form letter of support for the Helena
Police Department that is hosted on a Google drive.™'® The document properties say

that the author of this document is “Dennison Rivera”.'®

s OnJuly 21, 2020, a post was made that links to a form letter directed at the ACLU that is
hosted on a Google drive.'”'® The document properties on say that the author of this
document is "Dennison Rivera”."®

In addition to print materials that appear to be produced by Rivera, the Helena Facts Media
Facebook page has also been distributing posts that include video clips of Rivera speaking up
on issues. These posts clearly and intentionally depict  the candidate in a positive light.
Note that these posts and the embedded videos specifically identify Rivera as “HD 79
Republican Candidate” and not as a resident of Helena, a private citizen, a business owner, or
any other non-electoral affiliation.? Note further that the original video in these clips is from a
Helena City Commission meeting in September 2019, well before Rivera was a candidate.
These video clips were produced after Rivera had declared his candidacy in HD 79, and
whoever is producing them is clearly aiming to promote his campaign. To further emphasize the
intent of promoting Rivera’s campaign, Rivera has reshared the clips through both his own
personal and campaign social media channels.?' Production of these video clips would have
required the expenditure of funds for software, hardware, and labor.

Note that in some of his reshares of the Helena Facts media posts, Rivera has referred to the
content as if it were coming from a third party source (e.g. “| really appreciated being featured in
this video and several videos from this media group. Thank You!").?2 This suggests an
intentional effort to obscure his involvement in the production of this content to promote his

campaign.

Helena Facts Media Website

The domain name helenafactsmedia.com was registered on July 1, 2020, which means the
expense was incurred after Rivera had secured the nomination in HD 79.%2 The website was
announced on the Helena Facts Media Facebook page on July 7, 2020.2* The registrant of this



domain name is concealed by proxy and not publicly visible (although it would be available to an
official request. The site appears to be hosted by the webhosting company Bluehost, the same
company hosting Rivera’'s campaign website. In addition, an error message encountered on
July 30, 2020 indicates that the site is set up as a subdomain of riveramarketingstrategies.com,
which is Rivera's personal business website.?® There can be no question that he is running the
site, even though it does not identify any authors, provide any attribution for content, or include
any contact information besides a generic email address.

During the month of July, the Helena Facts Media website has provided links to much of the
same content in the Facebook feed, including the above-mentioned videos describing Rivera as
“HD 79 Republican Candidate” and promoting his stances on a variety of issues.?® In addition to
directly referring to his candidacy, the website has produced other content that candidate Rivera
has then shared on his campaign Facebook page to encourage support for his candidacy, such
as blog posts about local Helena issues.?” Again here, Rivera has shared the content with an
intent to obscure his own involvement in its production. The production of the website and all of
its content has required the expenditure of funds for software, domain registration, hosting,
hardware, graphics/document production, and labor.

While neither the Helena Facts Media Facebook page nor website identify any author or provide
any transparent contact information, it does appear that Rivera is managing and producing the
content for these sources. To the extent that candidate Rivera is producing this content - which
identifies him as a candidate and highlights his activities in a positive way - it can be subject to
no reasonable interpretation other than as a call for his election. Rivera’s practice of resharing
this content on his campaign website further indicates his clear intent in producing the content in
order to encourage his election. In addition to meeting the definition of an election
communication under MCA 13-1-101, note also that at least one of the posts shared through the
Helena Facts Media Facebook page also meets the definition of an electioneering
communication under MCA 13-1-101.%8

The expenses that went into production of content on the Helena Facts Media Facebook page
and website are reportable expenditures under MCA 13-37-225 — 13-37-229 and ARM
44.11.501- ARM.11.502. Failing to report these expenditures is a violation of the same. In
addition, the lack of proper attribution on the Helena Facts Media website and Facebook page is
a violation of MCA 13-35-225 and ARM 44.11.506.



Supporting Documentation
Higher resolution coples provided on request

' https://app.mt.gov/cgi-bin/filing/index.cgi?ACTION=LIST_LEG (accessed July 30, 2020)

2 https://whois.domaintools.com/riveraforhd79.com (accessed July 18, 2020)
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3 hitps://riveraforhd79.com (accessed July 23, 2020)
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4 Dennison Rivera for HD 79 Facebook post on April 22, 2020 (accessed July 18, 2020)
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5 hitps://riveraforhd79.com/ (accessed July 22, 2020). Note graphics and photo URLs that indicate that they were
uploaded to Wordpress in April 2020.
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8 https:/friveraforhd79.com/volunteer/ (accessed July 23, 2020).
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9 Personal observation, July 2020

10 Helena Facts Media Facebook Page About post (accessed July 18, 2020).
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11 Helena Facts Media Facebook page post on June 22, 2020 (Accessed July 18, 2020)
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To: Interim City Manager - Melinda Reed
From: The People of Helena

There are a number of questions regarding the hiring process. and the public has a right to
know the answers. Since you were chosen by the City Commiission as the Interim City
Manager. it's your respensibility to answer these questions accordingly.

= Who approached you about this position?

+ When did you apply for this position?

« Who provided you with the offer ta fill the pesition?

« According o videe transcript, the Mayor recommended you for the position. How did
that transpire?

» Did you meet with the Mayor or Commissieners in private, in person or by a phone call?

« Did you have an interview? If so, what was the date and who participated?

« Who notified you that on March 9th during the City Commission Meeting, you would be
offered an empleyment contract for the Interim City Manager Pozition?

« Who did you negotiate the contract with? City Attorney?

= How did you feel about 1l Jregards to your hiring
process? ok REA % Q +
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13 HFM City Commission Questions (1).pdf (accessed July 18, 2020)
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4 Helena Facts Media Facebook post on June 29, 2020 (accessed July 18, 2020)

B et

« C & facebookcom/lientac

R [ veacemy  [ECERTNEEH
° Hatera Facts Medis

AW in@raena gon € Pogs Tumaparensy e
SUPPORT OUR POLICT OITICERS oo Ji

Suapert e HFD by g B 0 ad o]
stiare Thore wotfLe e 13 L Dis Fease artiie
ynut amal an3 OO s 7 Hlnatactimada sl tom

O Fagerarne scase Unwe S

(L

= Sean Logan . Helena €.
% el

i, CryetHewenLicd .

- ¢ (R =i Alse
o= JAE Cou o
We Support HPD pe!f
o 1t PeawsLosd by ThaPaie 5
L use Q) Comeent & e @~ @&-m -
@ RGATE Tiemme L. § 1 as
Ihbms Farms Madiy
v
5 A Cafundog T podcs o dbe mended £ e Sl BB oo ort

sonte

1

6 Helens Facts Media




15 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Q8951Gg5x4 7tals05qc-
MnWv3SwHnQU/view?fbclid=IwAR2bWRtYdmdZkZp25mC_dDRjGew_8DdyOcOI00rQbRt2T-0TkdALSmt3DTe (

accessed July 18, 2020)
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HELENA FACTS MEDIA

To: The Mayor and Commissioners,
From: The People of Helena

As a Helena resident | am against the defunding of the Helena Police Department

I recegnize that police brutality and racism exist in an extremely small percentage of afficars
in some departments arcund the country. but it does not exist in Helena Eve teraction
Ive had with the pelice bas been rewarding and | am imprassed by their professionalism
and fair treatment for all Helena residents  They are Helena residents. they are concerned
citizens. and they must be treated as such

1N defund the police, we place the residents of Helena in greater danger. and we remove
positive rale medals in the lives of aur children in the schools. 1ts time for Helena ta seta
better example and maintain the funding for the police In fact we should increase their
funding and provide them even better training and cquipment

Please don't allow outside influence dictate policy in Helena. Let us respect and resource
the HPD, don't by
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To: The American Clvil Liberties Union (ACLU) - of Montana
From: The People of Helena

ght to know the answers We are hoping the ACLU will a
fram Heleng re: anrd not ignote them  Since the ACLU recently asked a nu

residents Lo send r5 1o flood the city commistion’s email with ACLU'S plaa to

funds ta HPD, tha citizens of Holona desene 1o hear your answars to those questions

+ How were you made aware af the City Commission meeting an June 29th and the
budget item In question?
\What's your relationzhip with Commissioners O'Loughlin and Haladay?
How lang have you known these Commissioners?
Did the Commission Invite you to speak on June 29th? If so, who asked you?
How did you obtain a 30-minute spot to speak on the July 9th Public Listening zession?
‘Was SK Rossl Invited to speak?
Did SK Rezsi ask 10 spea
rerersais st s I - s 1 e

qenda?




9 ACLU Questoinaire.pdf (sic) document properties (accessed July 22, 2020)

- (K

I8t Vin Wincon wels

Home  Tools ACLU Questorae. . @ 1 signin

| Document Prepen x
i ® Q BT [ 2, shoce ]

Desripton Secunty Fonts  Custom Asvarded

| Deserpton
Fle ACLU Quertanare

T, [FACH Commian Guesiom [ Bpotpor v
autror [Derionfiea
I‘ S 52 et poF
Subiect i

[y cieateroF A

Keynords  [DAD MTWAlées BACoe Z9GT0U"
Adobe POF Pack

" I - Crested:  7/2072020 BASSTPM

Modited  T/202050 84357 P

) Appteasoin Camwa ¥ Select Fi ta Comert 1o FOF
To: The American C
| R

From: The People o i

PDF Procduces  Canvia -

ot it [ seeaie

logaton  ClUsen\Onadnahd Deitog) -
There are a numberi File Size 4359 k3 (46602 Byzent Comment
. | Page Size E50w 1100 Fumber of Pagex Y

and the public has a o n—— S e

from Helena residen 4 e ottt
i L & agn ity
residents to send let: - e [ e | orm, & e

funds to HPD, the citizens of Helena deserve to hear your answers to these questions. m

20 Helena Facts Media Facebook post on June 6, 2020 (accessed July 18, 2020)

T Hees Facsstivgis o Home @ X (@ MGty Commusien Quester. X | 4
- C & faceboowcombelor anw IO

_ e - _ T

Page macrges sater, Urtnd Suin

&
C e
STty ol el Lot G
| (BT sty e
FagerLaenty e eree >

) |
oy iae 3 Comment P T

[ ] ' g a Mosma VO i iae

o»;»-unnl.'d.uu el g o L
Ared 8 (T woaTas Tssomn 8. iae

WATCH %O HOTS Repabican Candciats Danrunan Rvaeas L1

Cemmans (o ance 13 e imarrs Ot Marager Rivars et
o Sha cormembsien 4 LTS thap 476 Carbapt K e B b A

Conmmunis 1
Dayma mem w10 tus aliteseeth? Carwmacd Lotie tiw

- Trabkurmecy

Freo -

B O Wl Documentt - Word & rietena




Helena Facts Media Facebook post on June 6, 2020 (accessed July 18, 2020)

B e Facte Mot -

« C @ facebookcom

_ .

ke D fEne e e

o Pabera Facts Madua

MATON AW HOTS Fapbics Samsinn Ruigea v &8
g Pracess Fowa cali
ol e corvinaion ard slsin Tawy acn caorud i gnirng Te Led fe
commingiormn

Da pra agws mih b slabewarits ) Commant Law

Helena Facts Media
; 3 Tha i
Hame
P
Bavwes
Poan
I This premiera

Video has ended.
s i |

ey

B sasenrcmm

O nnissn Riveea's Ful Pubbc Commant A e

Thes sises 14 how avaathe bo warch

O 15
£ e () comme R

VaTemn § wcts Media o cad am vgesate of £25 4%
Glerrmi Scie

g

WATCH NOW HOS) Rasuticsn Candasts Darin Gicti s Nl commowsty Iy

ke g Uamage catagan
Commananin pe1m spenses Condemmrg be privert nd temy
Far 4507 bt a7 umple of STe e

De 8 bt Shatemerts? Conemart Exiiie

% B

Cop o Melema Loeai G,

‘\_&-“ sox G 1 e
>

™

O vecisiavemscst i
JTT) oRTen traure 1. iae
e Fonpde by

o Lo .

21 Dennison Rivera for HD 79 Facebook post on June 7, 2020 (accessed July 18, 2020)

1 Dennecnfnen
& c

@ laceboocom/Fve

 hmmmem 2 e

Wias D Faen A L

& Pennivsa Rivars for Mantans HOTS sharnd s e

Dennison Rverafor v,

Pt it nold 7

ssrrtatie

Mentana HDT9 I atacty o 4 apasting up and vatng)
warsbatitry Fhuiaes legitata s stou'd ataady Le by shwd 0 asra may oo SFy

eFicas et pvenngpig Ve pherny

Himg ¥ apor aCaste T Tealaed i Td vided | ol real) CHtated ot

Ao e Ty Rappenng o e pavian
See Vo

Vo

Pan

oty

Fretn

Commaty

Grosey

!

2 Cmmenent Sum @

3 Page lunsparency

[ —.

Hriena Facts Mastit
Ben Lare e

Seanogan - Mewna £
by ki .
£ Comeman b KD T3

PaziLARIE P fige »




Dennison Rivera for HD 79 Facebook post on June 7, 2020 (accessed July 18, 2020)

HF DecritenRheator Montama )t K o
& - & a facebookeomMuerafortiDiy, au @ :
o -

ke T TTT ST

D) ot i Atare a-

N TrR—
% [ S — ]
= About s
Nocal | may spprecisied by Makired n B vides and bl idaon
Dennison Rivera for  bom = meda pese Trant ot
Nontana HD79

TR E T
S gy

O Swrnon

5 This premiere
video has ended. Sretir

B axcaatemiv
Denninon Riveen's Fufl Publc Comment et W

Thiy v s e et 3 st

LIt
st e M e Larrae
T i
L4 Colemman fos WO T
Frwerd b e e iar
o
e O commant o @ P isersy T »
e @ v Mot For Lente b Lss

@ Howvts ot Moptmna HOTS -

W) Denrizon Rivera for

22 pennison Rivera for HD 79 Facebook post on June 7, 2020 (accessed July 18, 2020)

Kl Cenvion ooy S Moatana s %

- C & facehookcom/rerforl D73/ a« @ :

4 ete g wantats b ma Pege

Lytme () Comment o snare Q- =S

D26 peepa o py
aneison Rivera fes W rasesa 1073
-, Kbow Sar s
g anated ben et i i wraluitan
52 grevp Thirasost

a5 aman

Dennison Rivera for
Mantana HDT9

Abeat
Videss
Pan

Evente

Prosy
D Pagrraeagm somen uates iem

Cermmnty

Erumd Prgen

Grauen

-

-
Sorors P
- Lae oo

SeanLogan . Heigaa €.

- ™
L4 Colenan fof HD TY
prad G dLSE
O
ke (3 Eomment & e @ e tmed T g >
e & e Montanads FEILINI.. & Las

D rnbecn Hivpia fot Mantana KO3
) I ¢ crn Eame -




23 \Whois.domaintools.com/helenafactsmedia.com (accessed July 18, 2020)

B Henntiite x o+

<« C # whoisdomaintools comt

{3 poMAINTOOLS  rronuee

1P Rszien

CICPE

A

edatomWIOE X
«~ C @ wholidomaintook.com/ielenafuctinme

51 DOMAINTOOLS  rromues Sonndite womtoes s % 7 ‘E

Wit Beestd | bost wgite v 1 ugn

Wl pocumentt




24 Helena Facts Media Facebook post on July 7, 2020 (accessed July 18, 2020)

£ Hetenstacny

x [} teiear

Halena Facts Media

(=
sz
Ravay
[

Vs

sk Vras o £k B 1 JORG 19 5w 4 et

[=>]

Crat “ a0

25 Error message returned by https://helenafactsmedia.com/about (accessed July 30, 2020)

B3 telena oty Media-tiome % [l 500 el Secve x + = e X

« C @ helenafactsmedia com/abeut a % @i

Internal Server Error

Theserver dan lenvor o i L wai tmable o complate your request.

Please contast the asrver ad st webumanter i el L A ey comm to infora them of the taze thiy emror oscrured. aad 1he astions you performed jint before iy aroe

Nose information sbout s extor niny be moailable in the server smev hog

Addizioually.  $00 Lusemal Server Excoe ermer s d wdile ring o uve an Exvor Dy [ A —




26 hitps://helenafactsmedia.com/videos (accessed July 23, 2020)

" thniteds K 4
€« C @ hdenalactsmedia conyider ax @ :

About Articles Community Letters Videos Resources Contact

City Manager Dilemma Series

This series covers the questionable process of the City
Manager Position by the Helena's City Commission
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candidate within 60 days prior to the primary election.
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Helena Facts Media posted an eplsads of City Manager
Diemma Serics
May 14 O
WATCH NOW! Right before the COVID crisis, Helena residents were
shocked by the City Commission's process for hiring an Interim City
Manager.
In the first video in this series, we shaw you how this whaoie dilemma started,
In crder of events, and comments from Commissioners and residents.
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