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Statement of facts:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s) and cite the statute or statutes you believe have been violated.
Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged in your statement.

If the space provided below is insufficient, you may attach additional pages as necessary.

See Attached

Complaints must be:
 signed
* notarized
« delivered in person or by mail.




October 23, 2020

Commissioner Jeff Mangan
Commissioner of Political Practices
1209 Eighth Avenuc

P.O. BOX 202401

Helena, MT 59620-2401
cpphelp@mt.cov

Dcar Commissioncr Mangan:

Pursuant to Rulc 44.11.106 of the Montana Administrative Rules, this letter and the
accompanying Campaign Finance and Practices Complaint Form serve as a written complaint
against Greg Gianforte; and Greg for Montana and its Treasurer, Lorna Kuney; and the
Republican Governors Association (“RGA”). The available facts strongly suggest that Greg for
Montana (*the Committee™) and RGA likely violated Mont. Admin. R. 44.11.605 and the
COPP’s recent guidance about the reporting of coordinated and clectioncering communications.
We request the Commissioner on Political Practices (“COPP”) immediatcly investigate these
violations and take swift remedial action against the Committee and RGA before the general

election on November 3, 2020.
A. Factual Background

Greg Gianforte is a Republican candidate for governor in Montana.' His campaign committee is
Greg for Montana (“the Committee™).? RGA is a national political organization “dedicated to
one primary objective: electing and supporting Republican governors.™

The Committee and RGA have been posting official statements using the same slogans and
information to promote Mr. Gianforte and attack Mr. Gianforte’s opponent, Mike Cooney, since
August 6, 2020 without reporting the expenditures as coordinated electioneering
communications.

B. Legal Analysis

The available facts strongly indicate that RGA has been making unreported electioneering
communications about Mr. Gianforte and his opponent Mr. Cooney and, in addition, that the
Committee and RGA have been coordinating on such communications in violation of Mont.
Admin. R. 44.11.605.

' Statement of Candidate, Greg Gianforte (filed June 7, 2019), availablc at https://cers-
ext.mt.gov/CampaignTracker/dashboard.

M.

I RGA, “About,” available at https://www.rga.org/about/.




Unreported Electioneering Communication

An clectioneering communication is a paid communication that is distributed by mternet website
madec within 60 days of the initiation of voting in an clection, that does not support or oppose a
candidate, that can be received by more than 100 recipients in the district voting on the candidate
or ballot issuc, and that refers to onc or more clearly identified candidates or depicts the name,
image, likeness, or voice of onc or more clearly identified candidates in that clection.*

As COPP madec clear in its rccent opinion, the costs of clectioncering communications on
websites made within 60 days of the initiation of voting in Montana’s gencral election must be
reported.® In other words, all clectioncering communications made since August 6, 2020 must be
reported.®

RGA has made at Icast 13 clectioncering communications that refer to cither Greg Gianforte or
his opponent, Mr. Cooney, that it has posted to its website or social media pages since August 6,
2020, as documented in Exhibit A. However, according to its disclosures, RGA has not reported
any of these electioneering communications.

Coordinated Activity

Under Montana law, coordinated activity is treated and reported as an expenditure by the person
funding the activity and a contribution received by the candidate.” Coordinated activities are also
subject to Montana’s contribution limits. A coordinated expenditure is any electioneering
communication made by a person in cooperation with, in consultation with, under the control of,
at the direction, request, or suggestion of, or with the express prior consent of a candidate or the
candidate’s agent.*

RGA works directly with candidates across the country, having “decided ... to innovate and
bring research, digital, rapid response and tracking programs in-house, allowing [RGA] to act
quickly and take advantage of every opportunity to make a difference in [its] target races.”” For
example, RGA made an in-kind contribution through a federal Super PAC, Right Direction PAC,
to Montana GOP for media production and placement on August 10, 2020.' On that same day,
Montana GOP released a digital advertisement about Mr. Cooney’s tax policy." RGA retweeted
Montana GOP’s advertisement from the official RGA Twitter account on the same day' and

* See Mont. Code Ann. § 13-1-101(16).

* Foundation for Accountability and Civic Trust v. Democratic Governors Association, No. COPP 2020-CFP-036B
(Ocl. 16, 2020); Merwin v. Cooney, No. COPP 2020-CFP-034 (Oct. 16, 2020).

¢ COPP confirmed that August 6, 2020 is the beginning of the clectioncering period. Foundation for Accountability
and Civie Trust v. Democratic Governors Association, No. COPP 2020-CFP-036B (Oct. 16, 2020) at 8.

? Mont. Admin. Rule 44.11.602(5).

* Mont. Admin. Rule 44,11.602(1).

* RGA, “About,” available at https://www.rga.org/about/.

" Report of Reciepts and Disbursements, RGA Right Direction PAC (filed Oct. 15, 2020), available at
https://docquery.fee.gov/egi-bin/forms/C00490730/1450080/.

" “MTGOP Releases Digital Ad & Document Proving Cooney Supported Sales Tax, Lied About It,” Aug. 10, 2020,
available at hitps://mtgop.org/mtgop-releases-digital-ad-document-proving-cooney-supported-sales-tax-lied-about-
it/.

2 hitps:/mtgop.org/mtgop-releases-digital-ad-document-proving-cooney-supported-sales-tax-lied-about-it/.

' Bia



posted the advertisement to the official RGA Faccbook the following day."”

Further, there 1s evidence of coordination between RGA and the Committee specifically. Both
RGA and the Committee repeatedly use the same buzz words to describe Mr. Cooney within
days of cach other, as detailed in Exhibit B. Namely, multiple RGA press releases and multiple
statements by the Committee’s spokesperson refer to Gianforte’s opponent as the “44-yecar carcer
politician” and characterize Mr. Cooney’s policics as “tax and spend.”

Neither the Committeec or RGA have reported the expenditures from these coordinated
communications.

C. Conclusion

COPP recently re-emphasized the importance of candidates and entitics complying with
reporting requirements for coordinated activitics and clectioneering communications so closc to
the November 3, 2020 general clection.” We request an immediate investigation of the
Committee and RGA’s likely impermissible failure to report communications as contributions
and expenditures respectively.

Sincerely,

Sandi Luckey

Bhttps://www.facebook.com/GOPgovs/posts/101578436879817317__cft_ %5B0%5D=AZW]StbPFIb7zzH_GNCS
ESDCOHu_fK6L8U2wYyKgv3QS90UmIj8_KgqQ84Zgl eKhfrvm7TIK-

foPWSfcMrl0aCVwDASFOY 6 SfzlajYPSwwl2HI0eiOKb7k Tse68vIMr3IOX00K As5dudtlQnzCvisU7VXMSA
HyK3BILg2mf-5N4EMa8xGNRggnFuL-906 UoAujavO-QibGfLz-
1jLS531aFrPQiiHgiBD4HKstFeOrEDgLgEKyrzUROKdNGs&  tn =%2C0%2CP-R

“ Foundation for Accountability and Civic Trust v. Democratic Governors Association, No. COPP 2020-CFP-036B
(Oct. 16, 2020) at 7-9.



Exhibit A

EXHIBIT A
RGA REFERENCES TO MT GOVERNOR ELECTION
AUGUST 6, 2020 THROUGH OCTOBER 16, 2020

WEBSITE

RGA Releases New Ad In Montana Governor's Race Featuring Tax
Hiker Mike Cooney In His Own Words

Saneral Mootats NCA Mean

MONTANA CAN'T AFFORD

MIKE COONEY

(o) Pay The Blls

Zmgt for “Pay The Ddis™

F5A Rgre Ceserer P01 ez bl for ite commant 2* 692 SWwmaTE

https://www.rga.org/rga-releases-new-ad-montana-governors-race-featuring-tax-hiker-mike-
cooney-words/




Exhibit A

HE SAID IT: Mike Cooney’s “Jobs Plan” Is “New Regulations And
Government Offices”

Cotobor b 020 | General Montana RGA News

MONTANA

MIKE COONEY
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https://www.rga.org/said-mike-cooneys-jobs-plan-new-regulations-government-offices/




Exhibit A

RGA Releases New TV Ad Featuring Career Politician Mike
Cooney's New Single, “Tax. Spend, Do It Again™

SeTerat Mot AGA fwas

~ MIKE COONEY
TAX. SPEND. DO IT AGAIN.

MIKE COONEY

1
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https://www.rga.org/rga-releases-new-tv-ad-featuring-career-politician-mike-cooneys-new-
single-tax-spend/




Exhibit A

RGA Releases New Ad On Mike Cooney's Big Government Agenda

Ge~erel Mininra RCA Mawa
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Exhibit A

Vice President Mike Pence: Greg Gianforte |Is The Law And Order
Governor Montana Needs

Gensial Montana ROA Mews

Sae fews viafide
W A b MW L

) iy L

WV ate Gy Caanlinte wineijus fu unduinare Lo wilarcamunt, iheisd Mie Cairey = touting s

urndoraemant S s g el oy sopports 1l e pob

https://www.rga.org/vice-president-mike-pence-greg-gianforte-law-order-governor-montana-
needs/




Exhibit A

Mew RGA Ad Features Montanans Explaining Why They Can’t
Afford Mike Cooney
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Exhibit A

ICYMI: Leading Montana Political Experts Expose Mike Cooney's
Shameless Spin On Sales Tax Support

Cmras s Marting BLl berss

MONTANA

MIKE COONEY:
WRONG FOR MONTAN
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https://www.rga.org/icymi-leading-montana-political-experts-expose-mike-cooneys-shameless-
spin-sales-tax-support/
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Exhibit A

RGA Releasas New Ad In Montana Governor’s Race On Mike
Cooney's Dangerous Tax Record
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Exhibit A

The RGA{} @The_RGA - Cct 13

Liberal tax hiker @CooneyforiAT
in his own words:

RGA

“I would propose that we have a new tax bracket™

“I'm just saying let’s pay a little bit more because you can afford to do it”
Higher taxes. It's just the Mike Cooney way.

rga.orgfrga-releases-n... #mtgov #mtpol

m just saying pay a little bit more. f ;
Because you can afforgit

0:08 246 views

O 1 11 G2 4 oy

| 4

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/1316061141475323904?s=20

The RGA &} @The_RGA - Oct 13 ~

B—Gé El RGA Releases New Ad In Montana Governor's Race Featuring Tax
Hiker Mike Cooney In His Own Words

rga.orgfrga-releases-n... #mtgov

PRKISED TAXES AN FEES
LA TIMES I8 14 VEARS

0:24 143 views




Exhibit A

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13160333848927723527s=20

The RGA {2 @The_RGA - Oct & &
While @GregForMontana has been fighting for Montana energy jobs,
@CcooneyforMT was fundraising with extreme Green New Dealer
@Jaylnsiee.

RGA

Their plan will kill Montana jobs and make energy unaffordable for working
families.

Montana can't afford Mike Cooney. #migovdebate #mitpol

O s 1 15 O 14 T

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13136594946190213127s=20

The RGA £ @The_RGA - Oct 6 v

m WATCH: @GregForMontana pledges to donate his entire salary to charity
when he's elected as Montana's next governor! #migovdebate #mtpol

“
Maneans (Jres -
VOTEEOZC*D CURRENT TOPIC:

T8 MY COVIINORS BUAATE Pandemic Response

0:09 | 395 views TRE/ Mantana COPES ...

a4 0 &= a = ® o B ~fmam 0 W

O 1 7 Q) 12 &
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13136504355011952647s=20
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Exhibit A

The RGA & @The_ RGA - Oct 8 S

RGA .@GregForMontana's Montana Comeback Plan will help job creators and
workers recover, rebuild, and come back stronger than ever!

Read it at montanabusinessplan.com

Greg Gianforte's Comeback Plan
& youtube.com

11 5 O a o
hitps://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13136480966147973137s=20
The RGA{} @The_RGA - Oct 8 v

RGA E2 HE SAID IT: Mike Cooney’s “Jobs Plan" Is “New Regulations And

Covernment Offices”
rga.org/said-mike-coon... #mtgov #mtpol
Cooney’s “Keep Montans Working Plan”™ aims to improve the environment {for businesses

not by reducing regulation but by creating new regulations and government offices to
assist businesses.

O 11 2 O a0
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13136105668466032677s=20
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Exhibit A

The RGA & @The_RGA - Oct 4 b

B—Gi\ WATCH: @GregForMontana completely eviscerates @CooneyforMT's
failed record, including:

X 44th in the nation for wages
X last in the country for starting teacher pay
X 2nd highest number of children in foster care

Montana needs a comeback. #migov #mipol #mtgovdebate

0:39 358 views |

QO 4 Tl 9 & 12 P
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13127421835025203207s=20
The RGA &) @The_RGA - Oct 3 b

RGA

The choice for governor is clear.
If you want higher taxes and more government, vote @CooneyforMT.

If you want lower taxes, more jobs, and no sales tax, vote

@GregForMontana.
#mtgov #mipol
O 2 1 4 O s I

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13125571117973135367s=20
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Exhibit A
The RGA &} @The RGA - Oct 3 v
RGA

222 @CooneyforMT is focused on his next job.

@GregForMontana is focused on creating jobs and opportunities for
Montanans.

That's the choice in this election.

#migov #mtpol

Q 7 Tl 5 O 2 T
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13125553734931333127s=20
The RGA{) ®The RGA - Oct 3 ™

RGA

Top Montana political reporters on @CooneyforMT's sales tax lie:
"doesn’t pass my smell test"

"it looks pretty bad"

"doesn’t make a whole lot of sense”

"Cooney, you know, at the very least, toyed with the idea of a sales tax..."

rga.orgficymi-leading-... #mtgov #mtpol

F"_l“ ICYMI: Leading Montana Palitical Experts Expose M...

(Ki]1];| A48 = Liberal Democrat Mike Cooney can try to run from

¥ his support for a statewide sales tax in Montana bu...
FORMONTANA 4 o ;

¢ 0 6 O 7
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13125508446473297927s=20

[
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Exhibit A

The RGA & @The_RGA - Oct 3 v
BQA 150,000 Montanans out of work under @CooneyforiT.

What's his plan? He has none.

"Lt. Gov. Mike Cooney said it's disingenuous to say Montana'‘s economy
needs a comeback..."

ypradio.org/government-pol... #mtgov #mtpol

BIANFORTE
—HRAS —
GOYERNOR

GIANFORTE
— JUSAS —

GOVERNOR

Gianforte Releases "Montana Comeback Plan”

This week, Montana’s Republican candidate for governor unveiled
what he's billing a comeback plan for the state.
& ypradio.org

Q 3 | V] Ty
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13125465102158069767s=20
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Exhibit A

RGA

The RGA & @The_RGA - Oct 3 ~

.@GregForMontana has a comprehensive plan to lead Montana's
comeback and build an even brighter future for working families.

Read the Montana Comeback Plan => montanabusinessplan.com #migov
#mtpol

Montana Business Plan - Greg Gianforte

Woe're building a business plan for Montana, and we want to hear vour
ideas about how to improve Montana's business climate & make stat...
< montanabusinessplan.com

» o4 T s )

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/131254525234823168075=20
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Exhibit A

The RGA & @The_RGA - Sep 30 i
8-—('— Career politician Mike Cooney has been singing the same tune for 44
years:

Tax. Spend. Do It Again.
Time to put Montana on a new track.

rga.orgfrga-releases-n... #mtgov #mtpol

\1‘ "L.*Uad,,

MlKE ﬂﬂﬂNEY }
) S

TIIE SJME I UIIE FUR 44 YEARS

' 0:24 486views =

)3 1 o1

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13113978058948894727s=20




Exhibit A

The RGA &) ©@The_RGA - Sep 30

BG& Tax. Spend. Do It Again.

That's Mike Cooney's thing.

rga.orgfrga-releases-n... Frmigov #mipol

-t.\*“"

.ouad'

2
.

FE2% | MIKECOONEY
— . ) P~

THI:' SAME Tllﬂf Fﬂli' 44 YEARS

l_{j ;2 ':; 9 RN

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13113085681346682897s=20

RGA The RGA & @The_RGA - Sep 30
A E3 NEW: RGA Releases New TV Ad Featuring Career Politician Mike
Cooney's New Single, “Tax, Spend, Do It Again”

rga.orgfrga-releases-n... #mtgov #mtpol




Exhibit A

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13113008392109752337s=20

. The RGA & @The_RGA - Sep 18 v
RGA 44 years of career politician Mike Cooney's big government agenda is
enough. #mtgov #mtpol

0:26 | 166 views

Q ™3 2 2 T

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13070188464867901447s=20

The RGA & @The_RGA - Sep 18 v
B-G—é E2 RGA Releases New Ad On Mike Cooney's Big Government Agenda

rga.org/rga-releases-n... #migov #mtpol

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/130695301696530022975=20




Exhibit A

The RGA & @The_RGA - Sep 15 v

B-Q-‘d-‘ VP @Mike_Pence: "We need a strong governor in Montana, who will
stand for law and order, That's why we need Greg Gianforte.”

rga.org/vice-president... #mtgov #mtpol

0:04 779 views

7 14 25 i
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13059888603510497297s=20

The RGA €} @The_RGA - Sep 6 s
L ICYMI: ANOTHER ethics complaint filed against @CooneyforMT

@factdc is calling on authorities "to seek investigation into Lt. Governar
Mike Cooney...and the Democratic Governors Association (DGA) for
prohibited coordinated communications.”

factdc.org/post/ethics-wa... #mtgov #mtpol

Ethics Watchdog Calls for Probe into Lt. Governor,...
Evidence Indicates Cooney and the DGA Engaged in
Prohibited Coordinated Communication. ...

& factdc.org

O 0 4 O 1 4

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13025892480093143052s=20
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Exhibit A
The RGA & @The_RGA - Sep 1 ™
BG—A | can't afford Mike Cooney.
We can’t afford Mike Cooney.
Montana just can’t afford Mike Cooney.
No way.

rga.org/new-rga-ad-fea... #mtgov #mtpol

0:26 | 199 views

Q n4 < &
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13008456221536788487s=20
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RG The RGA & @The_RGA - Sep 1 ~
——-A El NEW RGA Ad Features Montanans Explaining Why They Can't Afford
Mike Cooney

rga.org/new-rga-ad-fea... #mtgov #mtpol

P P O
. 0:24 | 763 views "".

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/13007871301432524807s=20

The RGA &% @The_RGA - Aug 18 v

ICYMI: Leading Montana Political Experts Expose Mike Cooney's
Shameless Spin On Sales Tax Support

RGA

rga.orgficymi-leading-... #migov #mtpol

BONTANA o |CYMI: Leading Montana Political Experts Expose ...
BUUNEY == Liberzl Democrat Mike Cooney can try to run from
FOR MONTANA_~ 1% his support for 2 statewide sales tax in Montana b...

& & rga.org

5

Q 2 i 2 o 2 T

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/12957257455625830407s=20
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Exhibit A

The RGA & ®The_RGA - Aug 17 v

Mike Cooney voted for higher taxes on nursing homes, hospitals & he
tried to create a massive sales tax.

RGA

He requested a bill for a 4% sales tax that could have cost nearly $1,400
per household every year.

Times are tough and Mike Cooney is just wrong on taxes. #mtgov #mipol

s
- MIKE COONEY

JUST WRONG ON TAXES
5 120 Y 5 T W PG 1 O S G (U ML T
W 20 O ORI, R A NSO Y A N [ O
0:02 ' 208 views

O 3 4 T 1 S
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/12954523494530007057s=20
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Exhibit A

The RGA & ©@The_RGA - Aug 17 L

B-(—;A E3 NEW: RGA Releases New Ad In Montana Governor’s Race On Mike
Cooney's Dangerous Tax Record

rga.org/rga-releases-n... #migov #mipo!

MIKE COONEY

HIGHER TAXES ON NURSING HOME BEDS
SOLSCE: 1) T ST (44

0:24 179 views

I - ~ .\
L‘l—) ’.\_ v O NS 3 _:_I_

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/12953758586901299207s=20
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. The RGA & @The_RGA - Aug 10 w
RGA MUST WATCH: On top of pushing nearly $1 billion in higher taxes and
fees, career politician Mike Cooney requested a bill to impose the
maximum sales tax on Montanans.

It's time for Mike Cooney to come clean about his sales tax support.
#mtgov #mtpol

& Montana Republican Party & @\MTGOP - Aug 10

Not only did career politician Mike Cooney support a sales tax for
hardworking Montanans - he tried again, and again, and again to
make it the law of the land, and now he's lying to MT voters about it.
Montana can't afford Mike Cooney #mtgov #mtpol

AR
= COONEY.

HIGHER TAXES & FEES,

O 0 2 vIE &

https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/12928703737096151047s=20




Exhibit A

The RGA & ®The_RGA - Aug 7 v

RGA Mike Cooney thinks taxes and fees are groovy but hardworking Montana
taxpayers sure don't! #migov #mipol

@ Montana Republican Party & @MTGOP - Aug 7

Since 1976, career politician @CooneyforMT has voted to raise taxes
& fees on hardworking Montanans by a whopping $850 MILLION.

Not groovy, Mike! #mtgov #mtpol

O Tl v b
https://twitter.com/The RGA/status/12917617923608207397s=20

FACEBOOK
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Exhibit A

Republican Governors Association {RGA) ©

RGA Ocloter 14 al 4:00 PM - &

Everyone knows that liberal Mike Cooney has raised taxes and
fees on hardworking Montanans by almost $1 billion, but what
would he do if elected governor?

Here's Cooney in his own words:
"l would propose that we have a new tax bracket".. See More

Q= 5 2 Sharas
https://www.facebook.com/GQOPeovs/posts/10158001391321731? cft [0]=AZVxd64PhX2vh

xGihQvMAMVYxdfl eCRPs70AguH50w8dHoAZL GAvez9VAG|TV4P4xvP4d8rL0gEgtRw7s
1 TpcEp3fReZy Fv-

F3xSMDvMGGy0SQKBCcDVpNzko4DLCSD1bePNVDsa0Y UclUVRUIBV2ewDKL6PmyQ5
RG8ga 8QaE5DgWbXSosPiKuZTnVPre9JGUKTGk3cO3w75wiJLSWXIE& tn =%2C0%2
CP-R
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Exhibit A

Republican Governors Association (RGA) @
Ostlover 7 a1 11:53 AM - O

RGA

You won't BELIEVE this.

Liberal careser politician Mike Cocney finally released his "jobs
plan” for Montana, and it calls for..."creating new regulations and
government offices.”

With 44 years getting a paycheck on the taxpayer dime, it's not
surprising that Mike Cooney thinks more government is the only
answer.... See More

MONTANA

MIKE COONEY:

WRONG FOR MONTAN

RGADRG
HE SAID IT: Mike Cooney's "Jobs Plan” Is "New
Regulations And Government Offices”

OB 11 1 Comment
https://www.facebook.com/GOPgovs/posts/101579838865967317 cft [0]=AZWWW7zeWgP
GOjhSJKOA-

y1MFd66pWaa7hGOa0lYEQEcKUA 1nJOR0iQi9K 7fuddgUG4VRBTIOg6p5zyeNrdshUv4gOt
huL6mgwij 00wjte-SI9vw8WbCORs9vex-
b9ZnYPQAUQ2nbgANW2xgPXFNIFYLI6E4IFb18TQ6xA8kMohed43ZrxzIKdDQeA-
pbvgFomi& tn  =%2C0%2CP-R
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Exhibit A

Republican Governors Association (RGA) ©

RGA  ober 5 at 7:00 P -Q

WATCH Greg Gianforte completely eviscerate liberal Democrat
Mike Cooney's failed recerd, including:

» 44th in the nation fer wages

¢ Last in the country for starting teacher pay... See More

Q0% 15 3 Sharses
https://www.facebook com/GOPgovs/posts/101579794989567312 cft [0]=AZX006N1gXxi]

85 2A0zD63emCDDxdx91 9WCtPZ10z41uUjceQ24boTi0Wx61-

gBs8EXRNRrIXRx4 t6u8pUGPAVHI6HpNOW INImTkZup3pbkVpxbfDyXrSFIQX4122veqW
nCOVOQ7ZiQTZ7Ai00diiLn4dS8w zHyzg]DrzJQluiMvgrinyIMHifl1ENyegPYcE fFr9Rkw
Xn93Bw7axleC& tn  =%2C0%2CP-R

i



Exhibit A

Republican Governors Association (RGA) @
Seplember 30 al 4:13 PM -3

RGA

Career politician Mike Cooney has been playing the same tune for
44 years: Tax, Spend. Do It Again.

Montana needs a Republican governor to grow jobs and put the
state on a new track.

https://www.facebook.con/GOPgovs/posts/101579678201867317 cft [0]=AZU3knXR8vcm
4x6Z0OHRmiCS18USB30Q76nmRISE2nlY Ugx A9PROIKKMX20xisTHqEZ616pVXMVaZh6HD
5-1zy23uPHKIE36 AxtmZOznyp6iKdMbANIXgpb3x4vghZitcVnuzzy5Q8IDTkKkMM6Qwzvis-
M4ErexbE9xuRpOx3C0Grxs4ip-pM5PtXDrlKi5b618E70JeTfY myJIcWI-HE-

oeqg&  tn =%2C0%2CP-R
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Exhibit A

Republican Governors Association (RGA) &
Seplember 1- G

The RGA's latest ad in the Mentana governor's race titled features
Montanans detailing Democrat Mike Cocney’s record of support
for tax and fee hikes on everyday items, like fishing and hunting
licenses, vehicle registration, hospitals and nursing homes, and
even water.

The bottom line: Montana simply can't afford Cooney's tax-and-
spend agenda.

RGA

OW 16 1 Comment 2 Shares
https://www.facebook.com/GOPgovs/posts/10157896592266731? cft [0]=AZWOSSWUGXT
fkhjdG-T-

NdFs1vgg3spUS5PFrbt8iVI4kQgOWibziCNcGEdHanVeg9p10orfiOK SwFdxjkJZ5STyLbBrqUq
MmY otF-ONur6gr8pZ11gmUTPM2ztRsMuwMhaW9641Z1txElzDMAHvGuCO3z2WSakEC-
8P5Dga8iGSqoTSsppD7k49C1 QPKouvyL WIYuvo70iP8kinH8VecLQH& tn =%2C0%2C

P-R
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Exhibit A

.~ . Republican Governors Association (RGA) @
RGA

Aususl 18 -G
“That doesn’t pass my smell test..™
"It looks pretty bad..."

YOUTUBE.CON
MTPR's Campaign Beat, 7/17/2020

Qw 12 2 Comments 2 Shares

https://www.facebook.com/GOPgovs/posts/10157861733461731? _cft  [0]=AZWiz3P5F-
bWJIFmxj31SOjssat87gtbbhmzQFaiUXoSieyPPSF6FxKczgD3ggKWeZ X Zkrv5tbd VbykgodliV
B4-POPLGdIkb BBJVigKaFRBUXpcHkw-Cjsx8dkB nzOn-rbkfM9kleyJaneOMFhnL -
QoitwdQ-YiInG9CawxizRgKK 1 frLitTdjE20e58 8ek& tn =%2C0%2CP-R
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Exhibit A

Republican Governors Association (RGA) @
Aupust 17 -3

RGA

Montana Democrat Mike Cooney voted for higher taxes on nursing
hemes, hospitals, and he even tried to create a massive sales tax
that could have cost working families nearly $1,400 per household
every year.

It's easy to see why he's desperately trying to mislead Montana
voters about his tax-hiking record - his irrespensible agenda
would be downright dangerous for families, small businesses, and
seniors facing ecenomic and healthcare challenges at this critical
time.

At this point Mentanans have to be asking: Is there anything Mike
Cooney won't tax?

i

4

o
ey

Jeole]

MK

HIGHER TAXES ON HOSPITAL

SOURCT: 501 120, HON

@D 9 5 Shares

https://www.facebook.com/GOPgovs/posts/101578594971217317 cft [0]1=AZV9eX1SbQlv
Ys4ikdNIJtydyOEyegThZO9LDRuQObHQOYB4JEY alpz2 A52xhExhV1Jjg4xBUUEr5J8cuuG7i
1sZ4TWuzUG7-
RDgc51XnrBgDmhfoZx300tL6JIGAwdwMejzAVudnnrnoZmD4qi9 Y wM1b9AW3SIVte8QrZD
PawgXLIBLV99gKUo- SE8Ui9WcvPlkveZoLequmlICpl2Tk 9d& tn =%2C0%2CP-R
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Exhibit A

Republican Governors Association (RGA) @
Aususl 11 G

RGA

Career politician Mike Cooney is trying te mislead Montana voters
on his record of supporting a sales tax, but numbers don't lie -
Cooney never met a tax he didn't like.

Watch the video below to get the facts:

Montana Republican Party &

August 10 - ¢

Not only did career politician *like Cooney for Governor
support a sales tax for hardwerking Montanans - he trisd
again, and again, and again to make it the law ... See More

Qw10 1 Comment

https://www.facebook.com/GOPgovs/posts/10157843687981731? cft [0]=AZWiStbPF9b7zz
H_GNCSESDC9Hu fK6L8U2wYvyKev3QS90Umli8 KegqQ84Zel eKhfrvm7TIK-
f6PWStecMrl0aCVwDASFOY6 SfzlajYP5wwi2HJ0eiOKb7kTse68v7Mr3110X00KAs5du4tlOn
zCvisUTVHXMSAHvK3BJL g2mf-5N4EMa8xGNRegenFul-906 UoAujavO-QibGfLz-
11L.S531aFrPQiiHqiBD4HKstFcOrEDgLgEKyrzUS0KdN6s& tn =%2C0%2CP-R
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Exhibit A

EXHIBIT B

RGA AND GREG FOR MONTANA SPOKESPERSON USE THE SAME SLOGANS TO

REFER TO GIANFORTE’S OPPONENT
AUGUST 6, 2020 THROUGH OCTOBER 16, 2020

“44-ycar carcer politician”
RGA

Sept. 18 - RGA spokesman Ameclia Chassé Alcivar: “Cooncy has pushed for more spending
and opposed tax relicf for Montana working familics for 44 years” [RGA, Press Releasc,
9/18/20]

Aug. 4 - RGA spokesman Amclia Chassé Alcivar: “In 44 years, Mike Cooncy has made
more than a million dollars off of Montana taxpayers” [RGA, Press Relcasc, 8/4/20]

Aug. 2 - RGA spokesman Amelia Chass¢ Alcivar: “Mike Cooncy has had 44 ycars to
improve Montana's cconomy.” [ Washington Examincr, 8/2/20]

July 7 - RGA spokesman Amclia Chass¢ Alcivar: “44 years is cnough” [RGA, Press
Release, 7/7/20]

June 3 - RGA spokesman Amelia Chassé Alcivar: “Montanans deserve a leader who knows
how to create jobs and get people back to work, not a career politician like Mike Cooney who
has been failing to deliver for 44 years” [RGA, Press Release, 6/3/20]

June 22 - “Now there's a convenient way to catch up with Cooney's 44 years of liberalism,
tax hikes, and ethics challenges” [Twitter, @ameliachasse, 6/22/20]

Greg for Montana

Aug. 14 - Gianforte spokesman Travis Hall: “Something a 44-year career politician tweets
despite a long history of supporting hundreds of millions of dollars in higher taxes and fees.”
[Twitter, @traviswhall, 8/14/20]

Aug. 12 - Gianforte spokesman Travis Hall: “44-year career politician Mike Cooney has
supported imposing hundreds of millions of dollars in higher taxes on hardworking
Montanans” [Twitter, @traviswhall, 8/12/20]

Aug. 11 - Gianforte spokesman Travis Hall: “The fact is 44-year career politician Mike
Cooney worked on imposing a 4% sales tax on hardworking Montanans™ [Great Falls
Tribune, 8/11/20]

Aug. 10 - Gianforte spokesman Travis Hall: “The fact is 44-year career politician Mike
Cooney worked on imposing a 4 percent sales tax” [Twitter, @traviswhall, 8/10/20]

July 16 - Gianforte spokesman Travis Hall: “of course 44-year career politician Mike
Cooney is lying about Greg Gianforte's record” [Great Falls Tribune, 7/16/20]

June 19 - “Mike Cooney's a 40-year career politician who would know that, right?” [Twitter,
@traviswhall, 6/19/20]

“Tax & spend”
RGA

Oct. 2 - RGA spokesman Amelia Chassé Alcivar: "In case career politician Mike Cooney's
tax-and-spend record didn't speak for itself” [RGA, Press Release, 10/12/20]

Sept. 20 - RGA spokesman Amelia Chassé Alcivar: “Tax, spend, do it again' is a tune that
zero Montanans want to hear, but unfortunately for career politician Mike Cooney, it's his
greatest hit” [RGA, Press Release, 9/30/20]
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Exhibit A

Aug. 4 - RGA spokesman Amelia Chassé Alcivar: “Mike Cooney's liberal tax-and-spend
agenda would be wrong for Montana in the best of times” [RGA, Press Release, 8/4/20]
July 7 - RGA spokesman Amclia Chass¢ Alcivar: “Mike Cooncy has completely lost touch
with the real-world impact his tax-and-spend policies have on working Montana familics”
[RGA, Press Release, 7/7/20]

Greg for Montana

Oct 1 - Gianforte spokesman Travis Hall: “The rcal answer? Higher taxes. Drum Tax Drum
Spend Drum Drum Do It Again Drum” [Twitter, @traviswhall, 10/1/20]

Sept 30 - Gianforte spokesman Travis Hall: “He wrote a bill for the MAXIMUM possible
sales tax. Drum Tax Drum Spend Drum Drum Do It Again Drum” [Twitter, @traviswhall,
9/30/20]

Sept 30 - Gianforte spokesman Travis Hall: “Tax. Spend. Do It Again.” [Twitter,
@traviswhall, 9/30/20]

38



