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May 8, 2020

Gary M. Matson
P.O. Box 308
Milltown, MT 59851

Subject: Complaint received May 7, 2020; Matson v. O’Donnell,
COPP-2020-ETH-REJ-003

Gary:

I write in response to your complaint, received by this Office on May 7,
2020. I am returning your original complaint with this letter because the
complaint does not assert an ethics violation over which this Office would
maintain jurisdiction.

Your complaint does not allege or otherwise detail any specific violations of
Montana’s Code of Ethics. Please see Montana Code Annotated Title 2, Chapter 2,
Part 1 for Montana’s full Code of Ethics.

I thank you for thinking of our Office. Best wishes to you.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey A. Mangan
Commissioner of Political Practices
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SIGNED/NOTARIZED

Complaint Form (017

Person bringing complaint (Complainant):
Type or print ir? inl? allin opr,matiorg on th'% ?orm ex)cept for verification signature

Complete Name

Complete Mailing Address GDL(}'/ AN Matson
PO Box 308 . Milltown MT 54¥5
Phone Numbers: Work Home_(Y 0b) 320-65%¥Y

Person or organization against whom complaint is brought (Respondent):

Complete Name Toh:/ O’ TDohhc.n
Complete Mailing Address Mo nkavi 4 Pulslie %ewf(.t Cmm-. Vw3 oM

PO Box 20260), Heltna MT  59620-2001
Phone Numbers: work (Y0&) Y449~ 47199 Home

Please complete the second page of this form
and describe in detail the facts of the alledged violation.

Verification by oath or affirmation

State of Montana, County of _ O\ ISSOUAC

l, U e MMOESON , being duly sworn, state that the information in this
Complaint i‘s):omplete, true, and correct, to the best of my knowledge and belief.

(SEAL) Signa[ére of Complainant

LUCIE LEIRITZ _ . ’—T\h
R\,  NOTARY PUBLIC for the Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of
: State of Montana
d Residing at Missoula, Montana JQ,LH. L_Q LD
7 My Commission Expires
d June 03, 2023 W

Notary PUW Uv o
My Commission Expires: _S\uuane. 03,2033




Ethics
Complaint Form Page 2
Statement of facts:

Describe in detail the alleged violation(s), including pertinent dates, and cite the statute or statutes you
believe have been violated. Please attach copies of documentary evidence to support the facts alleged

in your statement.

If the space provided below is insufficient, you may attach additional pages as necessary.

Flease See adttachmend, Pﬁﬂseo’

Complaints must be:
e signed
» notarized
¢ delivered to the Commissioner in person or by mail.




Matson Ethics Complaint Form, May 4, 2020
Page 3

Public Service Commissioner Tony O’Donnell participated in a press conference,
held April 29, 2020 for the purpose of promoting a process that would be favorable to
Montana Utilities in moving ahead with a proposed purchase of Colstrip Unit 4. The
purchase is the subject of an application for approval of capacity resource application by
NorthWestern Energy now pending with the Public Service Commission.

The Billings Gazette's reporter Tom Lutey quotes Public Service Commissioner
Tony O’Donnell in his Missoulian story of 5/2/20: “This is a PR bonanza for them,”
O’Donnell said of the {Colstrip) owners. They can say ‘We caused the problem and now
we are fixing the problem by turning waste to wealth.”” O’Donnell was referring to an
unproven, untested proposal by the Tennessee company RamRock to turn the toxic
Colstrip coal ash waste into concrete. Montana’s DEQ has not received the required
Beneficial Use Determination for this proposal. Talen Energy has expressed “...serious
concerns about the technical feasibility and financial viability of their proposal that
RamRock has not yet sufficiently addressed,...”

O’Donnell’s appearance and statements at a press conference constitute a
promotional effort in favor of NorthWestern Energy’s purchase of Colstrip Unit 4. It is
unethical for a PSC Commissioner to publicly advocate in favor of a party (NorthWestern
Energy) with an application pending with the Commission, particularly regarding an
untested, unproven process that would make the party’s application appear more
favorable in the PSC application review process.

PSC Commissioners are ethically bound to protect and support Montana
ratepayers, not to promote the status of the utilities they regulate.

e 0 i —

Gary M. Matson
May 4, 2020
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