SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

This settlement agreement is entered into by Jeffrey A. Mangan, in his offieial

capacity as the current Montana Commissioner of Political Practices (hereinafter “the
Commissioner”) and the following party: The Montana Growth Network (hereinafter
“the Respondent”).

Montana law authorizes the Commissioner to file an action in district court in

order to seek a civil penalty for violation of Montana’s campaign finance and practices
laws and rules, §§ 13-37-124 and 13-37-128 Mont. Code Ann. In order to avoid a trial of
this matter, the Commissioner and the Respondent enter into this agreement to resolve

this matter.

1.

The Commissioner acknowledges that three separate campaign finance and
practices complaints were received by the Office of the Commissioner of Political
practices in this matter: the first from Mr. Brad Hamlett on January 11, 2013, the
second from Mr. Dyrck Van Hyning on January 30, 2013, and the third from Ms.
Robyn Driscoll on March 12, 2013 against the Respondent.

On December 17, 2015, the Commissioner issued a Summary of Facts and
Finding of Sufficient Evidence to Show a Violation of Montana’s Campaign
Practices Act, the Commissioner’s cause numbers COPP-2012-CFP-0053, COPP-
2013-CFP-005 and COPP-2013-CFP-011 (hereinafter “Decision”). The Decision
determined that the Respondent violated certain campaign finance and practices
laws and administrative regulations.

On May 12, 2016, the Commissioner filed an enforcement civil action in the First
Judicial District Court for the State of Montana, Lewis and Clark County, Cause
No. CDV-2016-395 (hereinafter “Enforcement Action”).

The Respondent acknowledges that it has read and understands the above-noted
Decision. The Respondent further acknowledges that it has read and understands
the Commissioner’s District Court Complaint filed in the above-noted

Enforcement Action.
The Respondent acknowledges that it has read and understands the following
findings of fact contained in the Decision and District Court Complaint:

a. On May 15, 2012 the Office of the Commissioner of Political Practices
(COPP) contacted Jason Priest of Montana Growth Network (MGN)

Settlement Agreement
COPP v. Montana Growth Network

First Judicial District Court, Lewis and Clark County, Cause No. CDV-2016-395

Page1ofs



informing him of an informal complaint received by the COPP, and that
MGN should register as a political committee as soon as possible.

b. On May 17, 2012, MGN filed a Statement of Organization, establishingan
incidental political committee with the Office of the Commissioner of
Political Practices.

c. Inthe Sufficiency Decision the Commissioner considered the facts of the
matter, and found sufficient facts to support adjudication of the separate
findings against the Montana Growth Network campaign practice
violations by:

i. failure to timely register as a political cofnmittee, Mont. Code Ann.
§§ 13-37-201 and 225, and all associated administrative rules;

ii. failure to properly atiribute communications, Mont. Code
Ann. § 13-35-225;
fii. failure to timely and properly file campaign finance reporting

and disclosure reports with the COPP, Mont. Code Ann. §§ 13-37-
225, 226, 229, 230, and all associated administrative rules;

iv. allowing an uncertified individual file campaign finance
reports on behalf of the committee, Mont. Code Ann. §§ 13-37-201
and 202, and all associated administrative rules;

V. failure to fully report and disclose independent expenditures
in the 2012 election cycle, Mont. Code Ann. §§ 13-1-101(7)(a)(iii),
13-37-201, et seq. and all associated administrative rules; and

d. The Commissioner determines the Respondent should have registered,
reported and disclosed their contributors and expenditures as an
independent political committee, rather than as an incidental committee
in violation of Mont. Code Ann. §§ 13-37-225, 228, 229, 230, 231 and
Mont. Admin R. 44.10.327, 329.

6. The campaign finance reports filed by the Respondent in 2012 disclosed the
following expenditures totaling $47,102.88:

a. $41,865.28 in the Supreme Court primary.

b. $5,237.60 in support of Jennifer Fielder, Wendy McKamey, Don
Richmond, Roger Webb, and Malcom “Mack” Long.
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7. Following discovery in the enforcement matter, the Commissioner found the
Respondent expended at least the additional following unreported and disclosed
amounts to influence the 2012 elections, totaling $144,059.61:

. a.

b.

$79,200 in the Supreme Court race supporting Laurie McKinnon and
opposing Ed Sheehy.

$12,116.80 in the Senate District 2 race, supporting Dee Brown and
opposing David Fern.

$3,494 in the Senate District 6 race, supporting Janna Taylor and
opposing Nancy Lindsey.

$15,869.80 in the Senate District 77 race, supporting Jennifer Fielder and
opposing Mark Sheets and John Marshall.

$9,918.15 in the Senate District 10 race, supporting Wendy McKamey and
opposing Brad Hamlett.

$6,265.80 in the Senate District 17 race, supporting Don Richman and
opposing Greg Jergeson.

$3,079.50 in the Senate District 18 race, supporting J ohn Brenden and
opposing Julie French.

$11,517.30 in the Senate District 24 race, supporting Roger Webb and
opposing Wanda Grinde.

$11,339.56 in the Senate District 26 race, supporting Malcom “Mack” Long
and opposing Robyn Driscoll.

$3,375.50 in the Senate District 27 race supporting Elsie Arntzen and
opposing Gary Branae.

8. Montana Growth Network’s 2012, Form 990, Return of Organization Exempt
from Income Tax disclosed expenditures of at least $495,301 in payments to
SCRP Media, Persuasion Innovation from Florence, MT, and 47 North
Communications of Helena, MT in 2012 for “Media Consulting”. (The Form 990
is attached hereto.)

9. Respondent admits it violated certain campaign finance and practice laws and
associated administrative rules.
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10. Solely for the purpose of settling this matter and to avoid the expense of '
litigation, the Respondent agrees not to further contest this matter and pay a civil

fine.

11. Simultaneously with the return of the executed settlement agreement, the
Respondent will remit to the Commissioner $30,000.00, on a check made out to:
“Commissioner of Political Practices” and mailed to the Office of the
Commissioner of Political Practices, 1209 8 Avenue, P.O. Box 202401, Helena,

Montana, 59620.

12. In consideration of payment of the civil fine referenced above, the Commissioner
agrees not to pursue any further administrative or court proceedings against the
Respondent or other persons that may be named or unnamed in the Decision,
based on the matters raised in the Decision and Enforcement Action.

13. The Respondent enters into this agreement to avoid further litigation and tofully
resolve and settle the Decision and the Enforcement Action with the
Commissioner. It is understood and agreed that the payment of the civil fine
referenced above, and execution of this settlement agreement by the Respondent
is accepted as the sole consideration for full satisfaction and compromise of the
Decision and Enforcement Action.

14. The Commissioner and the Respondent fully and forever release and discharge
each other and their respective officials, officers, members, employees,
successors, assigns, agents, ostensible agents, attorneys, and representatives
from any and all actions, claims, causes of action, demands, expenses, damages
or injuries, whether asserted or unasserted, known or unknown, foreseen or
unforeseen, arising out of the matters investigated by the Commissioner and
summarized in COPP v. Montana Growth Network, First Judicial District Court,
Lewis and Clark County, Cause No. CDV-2016-395 enforcement matter.

15. The Commissioner and the Respondent agree that the executed Settlement

Agreement is a public document and will be made available to members of the
public.

16. This settlement agreement, consisting of 5 pages, sets forth the entire agreement
that has been reached between the Commissioner and the Respondent. No
modification or amendment of this agreement will be effective unless both parties
complete a subsequent written statement that is signed by both parties.
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17. The parties agree to file a Stipulation for Dismissal with Prejudice requesting the
Court to dismiss this matter with prejudice, each party to bear its own attorney

fees ant‘“l costs.
{
\ v
,/’1}\}"\,)\/ Z’Zf/éf- y ’./:?/”
P -~ - )
Jeffery A. Manganm—— Dated

Commissioner of Political Practices

Y-11-18

Dated

for the Montana Growth Network
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| OMB No. 1545-0047

2012

Open'to Public:

_— 99& Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax

Under section 501(c}), 527, or 49847(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except black lung
benefit trust or private foundation)

E.‘fmtﬂ%lﬁ?;”“’ » The organization may have to use a copy of this retum to satisfy state reporting requirements. Inspection

A For the 2012 calendar year, ot tax vear beainning . 2012, and ending , 20

B Check if applicable: || C Name of organization Montana Growth Network D Employer identification number

[ Address change Daing Business As 26-4448503

1 Neme change Numnber and street (or P.O. box if mail is not delivered to street address) Roam/suite E Telephone number

1 initial return PO BOX 62 406-446-1787

[ Terminated City, town or past office, state, and ZIP code

[ Amended retum Red Lodae, MT 59068 G Gross receipts $ 906,723

] Apptication pending | F Name and address of principal officer: H(a) Is this a group retum for affiliates? Oves [no
Jason Priest (address same as above) H(b) Are all affiliates included? Oves (e

| Tax-exemptstatus: L ]501(c)3) [ s01()( 4 )< Gnsertno) [ ] 4earaxnor [ 1527 If “No,” attach a list. (see instructions)

J  Website: > http://www.montanagrowthnetwork.org/ H(c) Group exemption number ¥

K Form of organization: [7] Corporation [ ] Trust [ ] Association [_] Other > | L Year of formation: 2009 | M State of legal domicile: _ MT

m Summary

Briefly describe the organization’s mission or most significant activities:
® To further the common good and general welfare of the citizens of Montana by educating the public about policy issues,
::é to facilitate community education and public awareness of the impact of gavernment policy, and to promote fegal and
E political means to encourage citizen participation in good government and free society.
2| 2 Check this box P []if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets.
g 3 Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a) . . .o 3 4
ol 4 Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part Vi, line 1b) e 4 4
Z| 5 Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2012 (Part V, line 2a) 5 1
§ 6 Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary) e 6 0
7a Total unrelated business revenue from Part ViI, column (C), line 12 5 6 o 5 a5 o o 7a 0
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T,fne34 . . . . . . . . . 7b 0
Prior Year Current Year
o| 8 Contributions and grants (Part Viil, lineth). . . . . . . . . . . . 223 906,723
g 9  Program service revenue (Part VII}, fine 2g) 5 a o c
é 10  Investment income (Part VI, column (A), lines 3, 4, and 7d)
11  Other revenue (Part Vi, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8¢, 9¢, 10c, and 11e) . .
12  Total revenue—add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part Vli, column (A), line 12) 223 906,723
13  Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column {A), lines 1-3) . . . . . 50,000
14  Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) . 0
@ 15  Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5—1 0)
2 | 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11¢)
8| b Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25) » =R e
o 17  Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), fines 11a-11d, 11f-24e) . . . . 12,976
18  Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part X, coiumn (A), line 25) . 12,976 829,010
19  Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 fromline12 . . . . . . . . -12.,753 77,713
5 § Beginning of Current Year End of Year
2520 Totalassets (PartX,line 16) . . . . . . . . o ... 0 77,713
<2121 Total liabilities (Part X, line 26) . . . . S 0 0
fé Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from llne 20 b s o aog 0 77,713

Signature Block

Under penalhes of perjury, | declare that | have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is
true, correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer {other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.

' |
Sign > Signature of officer Date
Here
’ Type or print name and title
Paid Print/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature Date Check i PTIN
preparer Howard Sckolnik setf-employed P01064967
Use Only Firm's name  » Howard Sckolnik, CPA Firm's EIN »
Firm's address » 11646 N. 129th Way, Scottsdale. AZ 85259 Phone no. 602-524-0974

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (seeinstructions) . . . . . . . . . . . . Yes [|No
For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, See the separate instructions. Cat. No. 11282Y Form 990 (2012)




Form 990 (2012) Page 2

Statement of Program Service Accomplishments
Check if Schedule O contains a response to any questioninthisPartil . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
1 Briefly describe the organization’s mission:

To further the common good and general welfare of the citizens of Montana by educating the public about policy issues,

to facilitate community education and public awareness of the impact of government policy, and to promote legal and

political means to encourage citizen participation in good government and free society.

2 Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on the
prior Form 990 0r990-EZ? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. [OYes No
If “Yes,” describe these new services on Schedule O.

3 Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program
services? . . . S e - o . . o o o o .. L. .. . . [{Yes ONo

If “Yes,” describe these changes on Schedule O.

4  Describe the organization's program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program setvices, as measured by
expenses. Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c){4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others,
the total expenses, and revenue, if any, for each program service reported.

4a (Code: ) (Expenses $ 687,720 including grants of $ 50,000 ) (Revenue$ )

The organization used mailings and advertising to educate the public about and advocate for public policy issues relevant to
Montanans, including judicial fairness, energy and the environment, taxes and the economy, and healthcare.

Advocate for candidates in local elections that shared the policy goals of the organization.

4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule O.)
{(Expenses $ including grants of $ ) (Revenue $ )

4e Total program service expenses P 734,823
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Page 3
Checklist of Required Schedules
Yes | No
Is the organization described in section 501 (c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? If “Yes,”
complete Schedule A . o o A o 5 . . .o 1 v
Is the organization required to complete Schedule B, Schedu/e of Contnbutors (see |nstructions)? . 2 | ¥
Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to
candidates for public office? If “Yes,” complete Schedule C, Part| . 3
Section 501(c}(3) organizations. Did the organization engage in lobbying actiwties or have a section 501(h)
election in effect during the tax year? If “Yes,” complete Schedule C, Part Il . . .. 4
Is the organization a section 501(c)4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues,
assessments, or similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-197 If “Yes,” complete Schedule C,
Part Il . .. . 5 v
Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors
have the right to provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? If
“Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part | A 6 v
Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement mcluding easements to preserve open space,
the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part If 7 v
Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? /f “Yes,”
complete Schedule D, Part Il . . . . 8 v
Did the organization report an amount in Part X iine 21 for escrow or custodiai account Ilabihty serve as a
custodian for amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or
debt negotiation services? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Partlv . e e e e e 9 v
Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted
endowments, permanent endowments, or quasi-endowments? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part V . 10 Y
If the organization's answer to any of the following questions is “Yes,” then complete Schedute D, Parts VI, e [ |
VI, VIl 1X, or X as applicable.
Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings and equipment in Part X, line 10? /f “Yes,”
complete Schedule D, Part VI . . 11a v
Did the organization report an amount for mvestments other securities in Part X iine 12 that is 5% or more
of its total assets reported in Part X, line 167 If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VIl . .o 11b v
Did the organization report an amount for investments—program related in Part X, line 13 that is 5% or more
of its total assets reported in Part X, line 167 If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part VIl . . 11c Y
Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% or more of its totai assets
reported in Part X, line 16?2 If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part IX . 11d v
Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 257 If “Yes,” complete Schedu/e D, Part X |1le v
Did the organization’s separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses
the organization’s liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? If “Yes,” complete Schedule D, Part X 11 v
Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? if “Yes,” complete
Schedule D, Parts Xl and XlI 12a Y
Was the organization included in consolldated independent audited f nancnal statements for the tax year? If "Yes ” and if
the organization answered "No* to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts X! and Xll is optional . 12b v
Is the organization a school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)ii)? If “Yes,” complete Schedule E 13 v
Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States? . 14a Y
Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking,
fundraising, business, investment, and program setvice activities outside the United States, or aggregate
foreign investments valued at $100,000 or more? If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts 1 and IV. 14b v
Did the organization report on Part X, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or assistance to any
organization or entity located outside the United States? If “Yes,"” complete Schedule F, Parts ll and IV . 15 v
Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or assistance
to individuals located outside the United States? If “Yes,” complete Schedule F, Parts Ill and IV 16 v
Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on
Part X, column (A), lines 6 and 11e? If “Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part | (see instructions) 17 v
Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on
Part Vill, lines 1c and 8a? If “Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part Il . 18 V4
Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activmes on Part Vlli Ime 9a'?
If "Yes,” complete Schedule G, Part lil . 19 v
Did the organization operate one or more hospital facuhties'? lf ”Yes complete Schedule H 20a v
b if “Yes” to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this retum? 20b

Form 990 (2012



Form 990 (2012) Page 4
Checklist of Required Schedules (continued)

Yes | No
21 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants and other assistance to any government or organization
in the United States on Part IX, column (), line 1? If “Yes,” complete Schedule |, Parts land fl . . . . 21 | v
22 Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants and other assistance to individuals in the United States
on Part IX, column (A), line 27 If “Yes,” complete Schedule I, Parts land fll . . . . . . . . . . . 22 v

23 Did the organization answer “Yes" to Part VI, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the
organization’s current and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated
employees? If “Yes,” complete Schedule . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B .. 23 v

24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding pnncrpal amount of more than
$100,000 as of the last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 20027 If “Yes,” answer lines 24b

through 24d and complete Schedule K. If “No,” go to line 25 . . . . . . . .o %4a v
b Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary perrod exceptlon" .o 24b
¢ Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refundmg escrow at any time dunng the year
to defease any tax-exempt bonds? . . . . . e e . . .. 24¢
d Did the organization act as an “on behalf of” issuer for bonds outstandmg at any time dunng the year’) . 24d
25a Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit transaction
with a disqualified person during the year? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part! . . . . . . . . . 253 v

b Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior
year, and that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization’s prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ?

If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part! . . . . . . 25h v
26  Was a loan to or by a current or former officer, dlrector trustee key employee hlghest compensated employee or
disqualified person outstanding as of the end of the organization's tax year? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Partll . . 26 Y

27  Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee,
substantial contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled
entity or family member of any of these persons? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Partlll . . . . . 27 v

28 Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L,
Part IV instructions for applicabile filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions):

a A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Part IV . . 28a v
b A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? If “Yes,” complete
Schedule L, Partly . . . . . 28b v
¢ An entity of which a current or former offrcer dlrector trustee or key employee (or a fam|ly member thereof)
was an officer, director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? If “Yes,” complete Schedule L, Partly . . . 28¢ v
29  Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? /f “Yes,” complete Schedule M 29 v
30 Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified
conservation contributions? If “Yes,” complete Schedule M . . . . . 30 v
381 Did the organization Irqu:date terminate, or dissolve and cease operatlons’? If “Yes, comp/ete Schedule N,
Part! . . . . 31 Y
32 Did the orgamzatlon sell exchange, dlspose of or transfer more than 25% of ltS net assets’7 If “Yes "
complete Schedule N, Partll . . . . . 32 v
33 Did the organization own 100% of an entity dlsregarded as separate from the organlzatlon under Regulatlons P
sections 301.7701-2 and 301.7701-3? If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part!. . . . 33 v B
"%mothe nrganlzatmwﬁatemtympt or taxable entlty’7 If “Yes,” complete Schedule R Part 1l III o )
& = orlV,and PartV, line1 . . . Coe e 4| 17
" 35a Did the organization have a controlled entlty W|th|n the meaning of section 512(b)(1 3)'7 e 35a Y
b If "Yes" to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transactron W|th a o
controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? If “Yes, ” complate Schedule.8, Bart V, dine 2. 38k o I
36 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did the organmmwamrmafas:z&ad—mﬁﬁ sokatiah ': “f
related organization? If “Yes,” complete Schedule R, Part V, Tne o . 3 S| 0% Lo
37  Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entrty thatis nota related orgamzatlon K X o
.. and that is treated as a parinership. for federal income tax. purposes? if. “Yes,’ complete Schedule R, R
-"i-%rtw R e e e e e = 37 v
38 Did the organization complete Soiaaéulet‘:‘tra:nd provrde explanat|ons in Schedule (@] for Part VI llnes 1 1b and
197 Note. All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 | v

Form 990 (2012)



Form 990 (2012) Page &
Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance

Check if Schedule O contains a response to any questioninthisPartV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . []
Yes | No
1a Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096. Enter -0- if not applicable . . . . 1a 7 '
b Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a. Enter -0- if not applicable . . . . ib of
¢ Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and | 1l ol
reporiable gaming {(gambling) winnings to prize winners? . . . e e e ic | v
2a Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmlttal of Wage and Tax it
Statements, filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by this return | 2a ) = o)
b If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns? . 2b | v
Note. If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to e-file (see instructions) : g (T
3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year? . . . . 3a v
b If “Yes,” has it filed a Form 990-T for this year? If “No,” provide an explanation in Schedule O . . . . 3b

4a At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authonty
over, a financial account in a forergn country {such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial

accoun)? . . . . . . S P v

b If “Yes,” enter the name of the forelgn country >
See instructions for filing requirements for Form TD F 80-22.1, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts.

Ba Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year? . . . Sa v
b Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction? 5b v
¢ If “Yes” to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T? . . . 5¢

6a Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normatly greater than $100 000 and dld the

organization solicit any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions? . . . . 6a | v
b If “Yes,” did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contnbutlons or
gifts were not tax deductible? . . . e e e e e 6b

7  Organizations that may receive deduc’able contnbutrons under sectron 170(c)
a Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods

and services provided tothepayor? . . . . . . . . e e e e S 7Ta
b If “Yes,” did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provrded’7 . 7b
¢ Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dlspose of tanglble personal property for which lt was
required to file Form 82827 . . . . e e e e e e e e 7c
d If “Yes,” indicate the number of Forms 8282 fi Ied dunng the year . . . 7d =
€ Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premrums ona personal benefit contract? | 7e
f Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract? . 7f
g If the organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as required? | 7g
h  If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a Form 1098-G? 7h

8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds and section 509(a)(3) supporting
organizations. Did the supporting organization, or a donor advised fund maintained by a sponsoring |

organization, have excess business holdings at any time during theyear? . . . . . . . . . . . 8
9 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. i)
a Did the organization make any taxable distributions under section 49667 . . . . a5 6 6 s o ¢ 9a
b Did the organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person" e e e e Sh
10  Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter:
a Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIil, line12 . . . . . 10a
b Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part Vill, line 12, for public use of club facrhttes . 10b
11 Section 501(c){12) organizations. Enter: :
a Gross income from members or shareholders . . . . iia ol I
b Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or pald to other sources ez
against amounts due or received fromthem.) . . . . . 11b ==
12a Section 4947(a){1) non-exempt charitable trusts. Is the organlzatlon f hng Form 990 in heu of Form 10417 12a
b If *Yes,” enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year. . 12b
13  Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers. |
a s the organization licensed to issue qualified health plans in more than one state? . . . c e 13a

Note. See the instructions for additional information the organization must report on Schedule O
b Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in which

the organization is licensed to issue qualified healthplans . . . . . . . . . . l43p
¢ Enter the amount of reservesonhand . . . . 18c % i
14a Did the organization receive any payments for mdoor tannlng services dunng the tax year‘7 e e 14a v
b If *Yes,* has it filed a Form 720 to report these payments? If *No," provide an explanation in Schedule O . 14b

Form 990 (2012)



Form 990 (2012) Page 6

Governance, Management, and Disclosure For each “Yes” response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a “No”
response to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in Schedule O. See instructions.
Check if Schedule O contains a response to any questioninthisPartVI . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Section A. Governing Body and Management

ia

~N D oA

a

a
b
9

Yes | No

Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year. . 1a 4l il
If there are material differences in voting rights among members of the governing body, or ¢
if the governing body delegated broad authority to an executive committee or similar
committee, explain in Schedule O.

Enter the number of voting members included in line 1a, above, who are independent . 1b st f
Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with | |
any other officer, director, trustes, or key employee? . . . . . 2 |
Did the organization delegate control over management duties customanly performed by or under the dlrect
supervision of officers, directors, or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person?

Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed?

Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization’s assets? .
Did the organization have members or stockholders?

Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appomt
one or more members of the governing body? . . . . .o 7a
Are any govemnance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members,
stockholders, or persons other than the governing body? . . . . 7b
Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or wrltten actlons undertaken dunng i
the year by the following: :
The governing body? . . . . e e e e e 8a | v
Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governrng body? R 8b |V
Is there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VIi, Section A, who cannot be reached at
the organization’s mailing address? If “Yes,” provide the names and addresses in Schedule O. . . . . 9 v

D |hiw

AN NN I EN CNE

Section B. Policies (This Section B requests information about policies not required by the internal Revenue Code.)

10a
b

11a
b
12a
b
c

13

14
15

16a

Yes | No

Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates? . . 10a v
If “Yes,” did the organization have written policies and procedures governlng the actrwtnes of such chapters
affiliates, and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with the organization's exempt purposes? 10b
Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the form? | 11a
Describe in Schedule O the process, if any, used by the organization to review this Form 990. [
Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? If “No,” go to fine 13 . . . 12a
Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could glve rise to conﬂlcts’) 12b
Did the orgamzatlon regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? If “Yes,”
describe in Schedule O how this wasdone . . . . 5 a o o oo 099990866 oo & 12¢
Did the organization have a written whistleblower pohcy” .. e e e e e 13
Did the organization have a written document retention and destructlon pohcy’7 .o 14
Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by ‘
independent persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision?
The organization’s CEQ, Executive Director, or top management official . . . . . . . . . . . . 15a
Other officers or key employees of the organization . . . 5 6 6 06 o oo o 15b
If “Yes” to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see mstructnons) =
Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement Fhei
with a taxable entity during the year? . . . . e e e e e .. .. |teal v
If “Yes,” did the organization follow a written pollcy or procedure requiring the orgamzatron to evaluate its ||
participation in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the i
organization’s exempt status with respect to such arrangements? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16b

SN EEENEE ANCNE N

\\

Section C. Disclosure

17
18

19

20

List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed »  None

Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (or 1024 if applicable), 890, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only)
available for public inspection. Indicate how you made these available. Check all that apply.

] Own website 0 Another’s website Uponrequest [1 Other (explain in Schedule O)

Describe in Schedule O whether (and if so, how), the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest policy,
and financial statements available to the public during the tax year.

State the name, physical address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the books and records of the

organization: » jAsoN S PRIEST PO BOX 62_RED LODGE MT 59068  406-446-1787

Form 990 (2012)



Form 990 (2012} Page 7
Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated Employees, and
Independent Contractors

Check if Schedule O contains a response to any questioninthisPartVIl . . . . . . . . . .. . . . O
Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees

1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the
organization’s tax year.

* List all of the organization’s current officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of
compensation. Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid.

* List all of the organization’s current key employees, if any. See instructions for definition of “key employee.”

* List the organization’s five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee)
who received reportable compensation (Box § of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the
organization and any related organizations.

¢ List ali of the organization's former officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than
$100,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

* List all of the organization’s former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the
organization, more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest
compensated employees; and former such persons.
Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee.

©)
w ®) Position ) ® ®
(do not check more than one i
Name and Title Average | pox, unless person is both an Reportable Reportable Estimated
hours per | officer and a director/trusteg) | compensation |compensation from amount of
week (list any, es|=slol =la<] from related other
hours for E.a- z 2|2 35| e the organizations compensation
related S51E|8| e %g § organization | (W-2/1099-MISC) from the
organizations| &€ | | ~ | 2 2| [w-2/1099-MISC) organization
below dotted| R < | & g8 and related
line) E g e 5 organizations
f'l; ® p=1
® g g‘
g
(1) JASON S. PRIEST 5
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR- PRESIDENT/TREASURER ¥ v 0 0 0
(2) JESS PETERSON 0.5
DIRECTOR v 0 0 0
(B JIMMCCRAY 0.5
DIRECTOR v 0 0 0
{4) ED WALKER, 5
DIRECTOR v 0 0 0
)
(6)
M
(8)
9
(10)
(11)
(12)
(18)
(14)

Form 990 (2012)
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Form 990 (2012)
221818 Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees (continued)
©
Paosition
@ i (®) {do not check more than one ) &) ®
Name and title Average | box, unless person is both an Reportable Reportable Eslimated
hours per | officer and a director/trustee) | compensation |compensation from amount of
week (istary——T =T o =] sz | = from related other
hoursfor | 22| 2| 3|&[3&] 8 the organizations compensation
related | S| E[ 8| a| 25|32 | orgenization | W-2/1098-MISC) from the
organizations| 85 | & " [ 8|85 |~ |W-2/1099-MISC) organization
below dotted| < = | & g|°s and refated
line) 5 g ] B organizations
& g
a
(15)
(16)
{17)
{18)
{19)
(29)
(21)
(22)
(28)
(24)
(25)
ib Sub-total . . . . . . . . . . . < o o . . >
¢ Total from continuation sheets to Part Vil, Section A |
d Total {add lines 1b and 1c) . e e e e e » 0 0 0
2  Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of
reportable compensation from the organization P> None
Yes| No
3 Did the organization list any former officer, director, or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated | | [
employee on line 1a? If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such individual 5> o o o oo oo o v
4  For any individual listed on line 1a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the y -
organization and related organizations greater than $150,000? If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such S
individual . . . . . e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 4 v
5 Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual Tal
for services rendered to the organization? If “Yes,” complete Schedule J for such person 5 v
Section B. independent Contractors
1 Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of
compensation from the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization’s tax
year.
A )] (©)
Name and business address Description of services Compensation
SRCP Media 201 North Union Street, Suite 200 Alexandria, VA 22314 Media consulting 206,758
Persuasion Innovation 5472 Klements Ln Florence. MT 59833-6608 Media consulting 160,777
47N Communications 1820 N. Last Chance Guich Helena, MT 59601 Media consulting 127,766

2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who
received more than $100,000 of compensation from the organization »

3

Form 990 (2012)



Form 990 (2012) . Page 9
EG RN Statement of Revenue

Check if Schedule O contains a response to any questioninthisPartViil. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . [1
= : - ) (B) (©) )

Total revenue Related or Unrelated Revenue

exempt business excluded from tax

function revenue under sections
revenue 512,513, or 514

1a Federated campaigns . . . | 1a
Membershipdues . . . . [1b
Fundraisingevents . . . . | 1¢
Related organizations . . . | 1d
Govermnment grants (contributions) | 1e
All other contributions, gifts, grants,
and similar amounts not included above | 1¢ 906,723/
Noncash confributions included in lines ta-1£:8 |
Total. Addlinesfa-1f . . . . . . . . . P 906,723

Business Code

"0 000

Contributions, Gifts, Grants
and Other Similar Amounts

o Q@

2a

All other program service revenue .
Total. Add lines 2a-2f . . . . >
3 Investment income (including dlwdends mterest,

and other similaramounts) . . . . . . . P
4 Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds P>

5 PRoyates . . . . . . . . . . . .. P
(1) Real (i) Personal

Program Service Revenue

Q@ ~0 Q00

6a Gross rents
b Less: rental expenses
Rental income or {loss)
d Netrentalincomeor(foss) . . . . . . . »
7a  Gross amount from sales of | () Securities {ii) Other T == B o [
assets other than inventory . i P
b Less: cost or other basis - g
and sales expenses . I ‘
¢ Gain or (loss) .
d Netgainor{loss) . . . . . . . . . . b

0

8a Gross income from fundraising
events (not including $

of contributions reported on line 1c). s o i : s .
SeePartlV,lnet8 . . . . . 3 : =,
b Less:directexpenses . . . . b ; g ; v
¢ Netincome or (loss) from fundraising events . P
9a Gross income from gaming activities.
SeePartiV,line1td . . . . . a
b Less:direct expenses . . . b
¢ Netincome or (loss) from gammg activities . . »
10a Gross sales of inventory, less s : el ,
returns and allowances . . . g e SrfEuare s e
b Less:costofgoodssold . . . b b e et A e e s e
¢ Netincome or (loss) from sales of inventory . . P i
Miscellaneous Revenue Business Code | Ha

Other Revenue

11a

All other revenue .
Total. Add lines 11a-11d .
12  Total revenue. See instructions.

[ 2 = A ¢ ]

vy

906,723

Form 990 (2012)



Form 990 (2012)
[0 ¢ Statement of Functional Expenses

Page 10

Section 501 {c)(3) and 501(c){4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A).

Check if Schedule O contains a response to any question in this Part IX .

|

Do not include amounts reported on lines 65, 7b, A B ) ()
8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIl Uatnabndll WA -l W - eroenses
1 Grants and other assistance to governments and L e
organizations in the United States. See Part IV, line 21 50,000 50,000
2 Grants and other assistance to individuals in
the United States. See Part IV, line 22 . 0
3 Grants and other assistance to govemments,
organizations, and individuals outside the
United States. See Part IV, lines 15and 16 . 0
4  Benefits paid to or for members 0]
5 Compensation of current officers, dlrectors
trustees, and key employees
6  Compensation not included above, to dlsquahfled
persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)} and
persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B) 0
7  Other salaries and wages 32,750 16,375 16.375
8  Pension plan accruals and contnbutlons ( nclude
section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contributions) 0
g  Other employee benefits . 2.249 1,125 1,124
10  Payroll taxes . 3.191 1,595 1.596
11 Fees for services (non- employees)
a Management
b Legal 71,112 71,112
¢ Accounting 368 368
d Lobbying . .
e Professional fundraising services. See Part IV hne 17 o
f Investment management fees 0
g Other {if line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column
{A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Schedule 0.) . 262,101 262,101
12  Advertising and promotion 206,757 206,757
13  Office expenses 1,408 1.408
14  Information technology 2,991 2,991
15 Royalties . 0
16  Occupancy 994 994
17 Travel . 16,746 16,746
18  Payments of travel or entertalnment expenses
for any federal, state, or local public officials 0
19  Conferences, conventions, and meetings
20 Interest . 0
21 Payments to affiliates . . 0
22  Depreciation, depletion, and amorhza’non 0
23 Insurance . e e e e 1,211 1,211
24  Other expenses. ltemize expenses not covered i 3 ;
above (List miscellaneous expenses in line 24e, If
line 24e amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column |
(A) amount, list line 24e expenses on Schedule 0.) A : A
a Issue education mailing 177.131 177.131
b
c
d
e All other expenses
25  Total functional expenses. Add fines 1 through 24e 829,010 734,823 94,187
26 Joint costs, Complete this line only if the
organization reported in column (B) joint costs
from a combined educational campaign and
fundraising solicitation, Check here P [] if
following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720) . . . .

Form 990 (2012)



Form 990 (2012)

Balance Sheet

Page 11

Check if Schedule O contains a response to any guestion in this Part X . . ]
(A) (B}
Beginning of year End of year
1 Cash—non-interest-bearing . o] 1 71,713
2  Savings and temporary cash mvestments . 2
8 Pledges and grants receivable, net 3
4  Accounts receivable, net .o 4
5 Loans and other receivables from current and former oﬁ" icers, dn'ectors =
trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees. &
Complete Part Il of Schedule L . 5
6  Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under section |
4958(f)(1)), persons described in section 4858(c)(3)(B), and contributing employers and i :
sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(8) voluntary employees' beneficiary o B
a organizations (see instructions). Complete Part il of Schedule L. . .. 6
ﬁ 7  Notes and loans receivable, net 7
< | 8 Inventories for sale or use 8
9  Prepaid expenses and deferred charges 9
10a Land, buildings, and equipment: cost or M
other basis. Complete Part VI of Schedule D 10a .
b Less: accumulated depreciation . . . . 10b 10c
11 Investments—publicly traded securities 11
12  Investments—other securities. See Part IV, line 11 12
13  Investments—program-related. See Part IV, line 11 . 13
14 Intangible assets . 14
15  Other assets. See Part 1V, Ilne 11 . . 15
16 Total assets. Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal Ime 34) o| 16 77,713
17  Accounts payable and accrued expenses . .o o| 17
18  Grants payable . 18
19  Deferred revenue . 19
20 Tax-exempt bond habmtles 20
21  Escrow or custodial account liability. Complete Part IV of Schedule D 21
¥ |22 Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, -
E trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, and e
5 disqualified persons. Complete Part Il of Schedule L 22
=1 |23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties 23
24  Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties 24
25  Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third
parties, and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24). Complete Part X
of Schedule D . S 25
26 Total liabilities. Add lines 17 through 25 0| 26 0
Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here > L__I and ]
§ complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34. ke
& |27 Unrestricted net assets . 27
128 Temporarily restricted net assets . 28
° 29  Permanently restricted net assets . 29
z Organizations that do not follow SFAS 1 17 (ASC 958), check here P L__] and
5 complete lines 30 through 34. R i
& |30 Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds . . 30
ﬁ 81  Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund 31
S 32 Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds . ol 32 71,713
2|83 Total net assets or fund balances . . o] 33 71,713
34  Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances . ol 34 77.713

Form 990 (2012)



Form 980 (2012)

Page 12

Reconciliation of Net Assets
Check if Schedule O contains a response to any question in this Part XI .

O

OO ONOOOHAWN-A

Total revenue (must equal Part VlIl, column (A), line 12) .

906,723

Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25)

829.010

Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 2 from line 1

77,713

Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X Ime 33 column (A))

Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments

Donated services and use of facilities

Investment expenses .

Prior period adjustments .

olo|~o|oalslo|n]|=],

Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explam in Schedule O)

olojlojo o lo

Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 {must equal Part X Ime
33 column B) . B o 0 nowaog .

-l
o

77,713

Financial Statements and Reportmg
Check if Schedule O contains a response to any question in this Part XII .

2a

3a

Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: [/1Cash [JAccrual [ Other
if the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked “Other,” explain in
Schedule O.

Were the organization’s financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? .

If “Yes,” check a box beiow to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or
reviewed on a separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:

[JSeparate basis ] Consolidated basis [ Both consolidated and separate basis

Were the organization’s financial statements audited by an independent accountant?

If “Yes,” check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audlted ona
separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:

[]Separate basis [ ] Consolidated basis [] Both consolidated and separate basis

If “Yes” to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight
of the audit, review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant?
If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process dunng the tax year, explain in
Schedule O.

As a result of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in
the Single Audit Act and OMB Circular A-1337.

If “Yes,” did the organization undergo the required audit or audlts’? If the organlzatlon d|d not undergo the
required audit or audits, explain why in Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits

Yes | No

.

2|

3a

3b

Form 990 (2012)



(ffnﬂigougfo_'zz Schedule of Contributors OMB No. 1545-0047
L 2012
Department of the Treasury » Attach to Form 980, Form 990-EZ, or Form 990-PF.

Intemal Revenue Service

Name of the organization Employer identification number

26-4448503

Montana Growth Network
Organization type (check one):

Filers of: Section:

Form 990 or 990-EZ 501{c)( 4 ){enter number) organization
[ 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust not treated as a private foundation
[ 527 political organization

Form 990-PF [ 501{c)(3) exempt private foundation
[ 4947(&)(1) nonexempt charitable trust treated as a private foundation

[ 501(c)(3) taxable private foundation

Check if your organization is covered by the General Rule or a Special Rule.
Note. Only a section 501(c)(7), {8), or (10) organization can check boxes for both the General Rule and a Special Rule. See
instructions.

General Rule

For an organization filing Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF that received, during the year, $5,000 or more (in money or
property) from any one contributor. Complete Parts | and Il.

Special Rules

[0 For a section 501(c)(3) organization filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that met the 33'/3 % support test of the regulations
under sections 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi} and received from any one contributor, during the year, a contribution of
the greater of (1) $5,000 or (2) 2% of the amount on (j) Form 990, Part VIIl, line 1h, or (i) Form 990-EZ, line 1.

Compilete Parts | and Il

[1 For a section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) organization filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that received from any one contributor,
during the year, total contributions of more than $1,000 for use exclusively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary,
or educational purposes, or the prevention of cruelty to children or animals. Complete Parts |, II, and lIL.

[J For a section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) organization filing Form 990 or 930-EZ that received from any one contributor,
during the year, contributions for use exclusively for religious, charitable, etc., purposes, but these contributions did
not total to more than $1,000. If this box is checked, enter here the total contributions that were received during the
year for an exclusively religious, charitable, etc., purpose. Do not complete any of the parts unless the General Rule
applies to this organization because it received nonexclusively religious, charitable, etc., contributions of $5,000 or

moreduringtheyear . . . . . . . . . . . . . v e e e e e e oo P8

Caution. An organization that is not covered by the General Rule and/or the Special Rules does not file Schedule B (Form 990,
990-EZ, or 990-PF), but it must answer “No” on Part IV, line 2 of its Form 990; or check the box on line H of its Form 890-EZ or on
Part |, line 2 of its Form 990-PF, to certify that it does not meet the filing requirements of Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF).

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990, 890-EZ, or 980-PF.  Cat. No. 30613X Schedule B (Form 990, 890-EZ, or 990-PF) (2012)



Schedule 8 (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 980-PF) (2012)

Page 2

Name of organization
Montana Growth Network

Employer identflication number

26-4448503

Contributors (see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part | if additional space is needed.

{b) (c) {d)
Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution
1 Person
Payroll ]
150,000 Noncash Il

PUBLIC

(Complete Part Il if there is
a noncash contribution.)

(¢
Total contributions

(d)
Type of contribution

.| INSPECTION

COPY

50,000

Person
Payroll 0
Noncash J

(Complete Part il if there is
a noncash contribution.)

(a) c)
No. Total contributions Type of contribution
3 Person
Payroll O
10,000 Noncash O
(Complete Part 1l if there is
a noncash contribution.)
@ | (© (d)
No. Total contributions Type of contribution
LA Person
Payrolt O
25,000 Noncash I
(Complete Part I if there is
a noncash contribution.)
@ | © ]
No. Total contributions Type of contribution
o Person
Payroli O
25,000 Noncash ]
(Complete Part I if there is
a noncash contribution.)
(a) c (d)
No. Total contributions Type of contribution
6 Person
Payroli O
20,000 Noncash |

(Complete Part I if there is
a noncash contribution.)

Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 950-PF) (2012)



Schedule B {(Form 880, 890-EZ, or 990-PF) (2012)

Page 2

Name of organization

Employer identification number

Montana Growth Network 26-4448503
Ha:adl  Contributors (see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part | if additional space is needed.
@ - - ¢ ()
No. Total contributions Type of contribution
- e Person
Payroll O
8,000 Noncash [}
P U B L | C (Complete Part Il if there is
a noncash contribution.)
(a) (c) (d)
No. Total contributions Type of contribution

.| INSPECTION

COPY

—& 1
No.

100,600

Person
Payroll O
Noncash O

{Compilete Part {l if there is
a noncash contribution.)

(©)
Total contributions

Type of contribution

100,000

Person
Payroll J
Noncash O

{Complete Part Il if there is
a noncash contribution.)

c d)
Total contributions Type of contribution
Person
Payroll ]
90,000 Noncash ]

(Complete Part I if there is
a noncash contribution.)

()
Total contributions

Type of contribution

25,000

Person
Payroli .
Noncash O

(Complete Part It if there is
a noncash contribution.)

(c) {d)
Total contributions Type of contribution
Person
Payroll [}
200,000 Noncash O

(Complete Part Il if there is
a noncash contribution.)

Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2012)



Schedule B (Form 990, 930-EZ, or 980-PF) (2012)

Page 2

Name of organization
Montana Growth Network

Employer identification number
26-4448503

Contributors (see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part | if additional space is needed.

(b)
Name, address, and ZIP + 4

{c)

Total contributions

Type of contribution

PUBLIC

| INSPECTION

COPY

Person
Payroll O
25,000 Noncash i

(Complete Part Il if there is
a noncash contribution.)

()

Total contributions

Type of contribution

Person 1
Payroll O
Noncash d

(Complete Part il if there is
a noncash contribution.)

C
Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution
________ Person O
Payroll [l
Noncash ]
(Complete Part Il if there is
a noncash contribution.)
@ | @ - @
No. Total contributions Type of contribution
________ Person O
Payroll O
Noncash 0
{Complete Part Il if there is
a noncash contribution.)
(a) {b) c d
No. Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution
Person O
Payroll ]
Noncash O
(Complete Part il if there is
a noncash contribution.)
(a) (b} {c) {d
No. Name, address, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution

Person [
Payroll O
Noncash O

(Compilete Part 1i if there is
a noncash contribution.)

Schedule B (Form 990, 980-EZ, or 990-PF) (2012)



SCHEDULEC Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities | omBNo. 1545-0047

(Form 990 or 990-EZ)
2012

Opento/Public
. Inspe_ction

For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527

» Complete if the organization is described below,  » Attach to Form 990 or Form 890-EZ.

mmg%g&g”w > See separate instructions.

If the organization answered “Yes,” to Form 990, Part IV, line 3, or Form 890-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Activities), then
* Section 501(c)(3) organizations: Gomplete Parts I-A and B. Do not complete Part I-C.
« Section 501(c) (other than section 501(c)(3)) organizations: Complete Parts I-A and C below. Do not complete Part |-B.
* Section 527 organizations: Complete Part I-A only.
If the organization answered “Yes,” to Form 9880, Part IV, line 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part VI, line 47 (Lobbying Activities), then
* Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)): Complete Part [I-A. Do not complete Part iI-B.
¢ Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)): Complete Part II-B. Do not complete Part lI-A.
If the organization answered “Yes,” to Form 990, Part IV, line 5 (Proxy Tax) or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 35c (Proxy Tax), then
» Section 501(c)4), (5), or (6) organizations: Complete Part Ili.
Name of organization
Montana Growth Network 26-4448503
ey Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c) or is a section 527 organization.
1  Provide a description of the organization’s direct and indirect political campaign activities in Part IV.

Employer identification number

2  Political expenditures . . 47,103
3 Volunteer hours . 0

seutezl  Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3).
1 Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955 . . . . » §
2  Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by organization managers under section 4955 . > §
8  If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did it file Form 4720 for thisyear? . . . . . . . . . [|Yes []No
4a Wasacorectionmade? . . . . - « .+ e e e e e e e e e e e e e e LYes [INo

_ b If “Yes,” describe in Part IV.
t1- Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c), except section 501(c}(3).

1 Enter the amount directly expended by the filing orgamzatlon for section 527 exempt function

activities . . . N A
2 Enter the amount of the fmng orgamzatlon s funds contnbuted to other orgamzations for section
527 exempt function activities . . . N O
3 Total exempt function expendltures Add Imes 1 and 2 Enter here and on Form 1120-POL,
linet7b . . . . A
4  Did the filing organlzatlon f le Form 1120- POL for this year? e Co. . . LYes [ _|No

5  Enter the names, addresses and employer identification number (EIN) of all section 527 polmca| organlzatlons to which the filing
organization made payments. For each organization listed, enter the amount paid from the filing organization’s funds. Also enter
the amount of political contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such
as a separate segregated fund or a political action committee (PAC). If additional space is needed, provide information in Part Iv.

(a) Name (b} Address {c) EIN (d) Amount paid from (e) Amount of political
filing organization’s contributions received and
funds. If none, enter -0-. promptly and directly
delivered to a separate
potitical organization. If
none, enter -0-.
U]
@
)]
(4)
6]
©

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 850-EZ, Cat. No. 50084S Schedule C (Form 890 or 990-EZ) 2012



Schedule C (Form 890 or 930-EZ) 2012 Page 2
[y Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and filed Form 5768 (election under
section 501(h)}.
A Check & [if the filing organization belongs to an affiliated group (and list in Part IV each affiliated group member's
name, address, EIN, expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures).
B Check ¥ []if the filing organization checked box A and “limited control” provisions apply.
Limits on Lobbying Expenditures (a) Filing {b) Affiliated

(The term “expenditures” means amounts paid or incurred.} organization’s totals group totals
Total lobbying expenditures to influence public opinion (grass roots lobbying)
Total lobbying expenditures to influence a legislative body (direct lobbying) .
Total lobbying expenditures (add lines 1a and 1b) Lo
Other exempt purpose expenditures .

Total exempt purpose expenditures (add lines 1c and 1d)
Lobbying nontaxable amount. Enter the amount from the followmg table in both

columns.

If the amount on line 1e, column (a) or (b) is: | The lobbying nontaxable amount is:

Not over $500,000 20% of the amount on line 1e.

Over $500,000 but not over $1,000,000 $100,000 plus 15% of the excess over $500,000. 3
Over $1,000,000 but not over $1,500,000 $175,000 plus 10% of the excess over $1,000,000. | | [
Over $1,500,000 but not over $17,000,000 $225,000 plus 5% of the excess over $1,500,000.
Over $17,000,000 $1,000,000.

Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% of line 1f)

Subtract line 1g from line 1a. If zero or less, enter -0-

Subtract line 1f from line 1c. If zero or less, enter -0- .
If there is an amount other than zero on either line 1h or llne 1| dxd the orgamzation file Form 4720

reporting section 4911 taxforthisyear? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... [JYes [No

0o 000N

- T

4-Year Averaging Period Under Section 501(h)
(Some organizations that made a section 501{h} election do not have to complete all of the five
columns below. See the instructions for lines 2a through 2f on page 4.)

Lobbying Expenditures During 4-Year Averaging Period

Calendar year (or fiscal year {(a) 2009 {b) 2010 (c) 2011 {d) 2012 {e) Total
beginning in}

2a Lobbying nontaxable amount

b Lobbying ceiling amount Lopie =
(1560% of line 2a, column (e)) AT P

¢ Total lobbying expenditures

d Grassroots nontaxable amount

e Grassroots ceiling amount i P £2ok : : |
{150% of line 2d, column (€)) e e | e L [

f Grassroots lobbying expenditures

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2012



Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-E2) 2012 Page 3
Par Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and has NOT filed Form 5768
(election under section 501(h)).

For each "Yes,” response to lines 1a through 1i below, provide in Part IV a detailed @) )
description of the lobbying activity. Yes | No Amount
1 During the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state or local
legislation, including any attempt to influence public opinion on a legislative matter or
referendum, through the use of:
a Volunteers? .
b Paid staff or management (mclude compensatron in expenses reported on hnes 1c through 11)’7
¢ Media advertisements?
d Mailings to members, legislators, or the pubhc?
e Publications, or published or broadcast statements?
f Grants to other organizations for lobbying purposes?
g Direct contact with legislators, their staffs, government officials, or a leglslatlve body'?
h Rallies, demonstrations, seminars, conventions, speeches, lectures, or any similar means? .
i Other activities?
j Total. Add lines 1¢ through 1|
2a Did the activities in line 1 cause the organrzatron to be not descnbed in sectron 501 (c)(3)
b If “Yes,” enter the amount of any tax incurred under section 4912
¢ If “Yes,” enter the amount of any tax incurred by organization managers under sectlon 4912
d i the filing organization incurred a section 4912 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year?

N Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or sectlon

501(c)(6).
Yes | No
1  Were substantially all (90% or more) dues received nondeductible by members? il v
2 Did the organization make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less? . . .. 2 v
3 Did the organization agree to carry over lobbying and political expenditures from the prior year? s 3 v

[EIElE:]  Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or sectlon
501{c)(6) and if either (a) BOTH Part llI-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered “No,” OR (b) Part lli-A, line 3, is
answered “Yes.,”
1 Dues, assessments and similar amounts from members . . 1
2  Section 162(e} nondeductible lobbying and poiitical expendltures (do not mclude amounts of L
political expenses for which the section 527(f) tax was paid).

a Cumrentyear . . . . . . . . . .o e e e e e e e e e e e 2a
b Carryoverfromlastyear . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . 0. oo ... |26
c Total . . . . . 2c
8 Aggregate amount reported in sectlon 6033(e)(1)(A) no’nces of nondeduc’uble sectron 162(e) dues . 3

4 If notices were sent and the amount on line 2c exceeds the amount on line 3, what portion of the
excess does the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying
and palitical expenditure next year? . b o o o o o

5 Taxable amount of lobbying and political expendltures (see mstructlons)

Bxclisls  Supplemental Information

Complete this part to provide the descriptions required for Part I-A, line 1; Part |-B, line 4; Part -G, line 5; Part lI-A (affiliated group

list); Part li-A, line 2; and Part 1I-B, line 1. Also, complete this part for any additional information.

Advocate for candidates in local elections that shared the policy goals of the organization.

alal

Schedule C (Form 980 or 890-E2) 2012



Schedule C (Form 890 or 990-EZ) 2012 Page 4
#  Supplemental Information {continued)

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2012
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| omB No. 1545-0047

SCHEDULE O
(Form 990 or 990-EZ)

Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ

Complete to provide information for responses to specific questions on

R Form 880 or 880-EZ or to provide any additional information, Open to Public
Intemal Revenue Service »- Attach to Form 990 or 990-EZ. Inspection
Name of the organization Employer identification number
Montana Growth Network 26-4448503

Part VI #11 - Electronic copies of this tax return have been circulated to members of its governing board.

Part VI £19 - Upon written request the Organization's governing documents, conflict of interest policy and financial statements will

be made available.

Part Ill - The organization changed its filing status_from a 501 (c}(3) to 501(c) {4).

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Cat. No. 51056K Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2012)
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FILED )4’%)"1»1/ |3 _201%
oS TR EARRABTOONEY oo,

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT,
LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY

The COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL
PRACTICES OF THE STATE OF
MONTANA, by and through JEFF
MANGAN, in his official capacity as the
Commissioner of Political Practices,

Cause No. CDV 2016-395
Judge Kathy Seeley

ORDER OF DISMISSAL WITH
PREJUDICE

VS.

MONTANA GROWTH NETWORK,

)

)

)

)

)

)

Plaintiff, )
)

)

)

)

INC., )
)

Defendant. )
EXXEXREEL KX XX ¥ XXX %
Based upon Stipulation and good cause appearing,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above-captioned cause is DISMISSED, and
the same is hereby DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE, as having been fully settled on
the merits, each party to pay their own attorney’s fees and costs.

DATED this |4 day of April, 2018.

KATHY SEELEY

The Honorable Kathy Seeley
District Court Judge

cc:  Bishop and Heenan
Jaime MacNaughton
Parker, Heitz & Cosgrove, PLLC
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Mark D. Parker

PARKER, HEITZ & COSGROVE, PLLC
401 N. 31st Street, Suite 805

P.O. Box 7212

Billings, Montana 59103-7212

(406) 245-9991

(406) 245-0971 facsimile

email: markdparker@parker-law.com

FILED

APR 1.3 2018

é‘ﬂ@ SPA“K%GLQFE b District Court

Attorneys for Defendant ———————Deputy Clerk

MONTANA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT,
LEWIS AND CLARK COUNTY

The COMMISSIONER OF POLITICAL
PRACTICES OF THE STATE OF
MONTANA, by and through JEFF
MANGAN, in his official capacity as the
Commissioner of Political Practices,

VS.

MONTANA GROWTH NETWORK,

)

)

)

)

)

)

Plaintiff, )
)

)

)

)

INC., )
)

Defendant. )

KR KRR E KRR XX

Cause No. CDV 2016-395

Judge Kathy Seeley

STIPULATION FOR DISMISSAL

WITH PREJUDICE

COME NOW, the Plaintiff, the Commissioner of Political Practices for the State of

Montana, and Defendant, Montana Growth Network, by and through their counsel of

record, pursuant to Rule 41(a)(1), M.R.Civ.P., and stipulate to the dismissal of the

above-referenced cause with prejudice as having been fully settled upon the merits. each

party to pay their own attorney’s fees and costs.

/17
/1]
/17

Stipulation for Dismissal with Prejudice

Page 1 of2
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DATED thisj'_ldfy of April, 2018.

PARKER, HEITZ & COSGROVE, PLLC

401 N. 31st Street, Suite 805
P.O. Box 7212
Billings, Montana 59103-7212

Ve

/Mark D. Parker
Attorneys for Defendant
DATED this Szé/ay of April, 2018,
BISHOP & HEENAN
1631 Zimmerman Tr.

. Billings, MT 59102

Gene R. Jarussi
Attorney for Plaintiff

Stipulation for Dismissal with Prejudice

Page 2 of 2




