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CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PRACTICES COMPLAINT FORM
STATEMENT OF FACTS

The Assembly Action Fund mailed a flyer to voters in Montana’s HD 68 attacking Kelly Flynn, a
candidate running in the HD68 Republican primary held on June 8, 2010. The Assembly
Action Fund, self-described on the flyer as a “grassroots lobbying group organized under IRS
501(c)4,” violates Title 13, Chapters 35 and 37 of the Montana Code.

Chapters 35 and 37 of the MCA detail the requirements for entities engaged in promoting or
opposing candidates for public office. On the flyer in question, The Assembly Action Fund
states that The Assembly Action Fund “does not support or oppose candidates for public
office,” a primary claim that then allows this group to make the additional claim that it is “not
subject to political committee reporting requirements.”

These claims are false since the content of The Assembly Action Fund flyer (see the CONTENT
OF FLYER description below and an accompanying copy of the flyer itself) clearly opposes a
candidate running for public office in a primary election less than a week away from the
mailing of the flyer.

The Assembly Action Fund, which claims it paid for the flyer, is thus engaged in electioneering
and should be considered a political committee.

As a political committee, The Assembly Action Fund must register with the State
Commissioner of Political Practice and submit requisite political committee reports as
required under 13-37-201 and 225, MCA . The Assembly Action Fund must include the name
of the committee treasurer paying for any campaign materials, as required under 13-35-
225(1).

VIOLATIONS OF MONTANA LAW BY THE ASSEMBLY ACTION FUND

1. The Assembly Action Fund has not filed as a political committee, as required.

2. The Assembly Action Fund has not filed campaign reports, as required.

3. The Assembly Action Fund distributed campaign material in the form of a flyer that fails to
include the name of the committee treasurer, as required.

FLYER CONTENT

The flyer prominently asserts that “liberal Washington insiders. .. love liberal Kelly Flynn,”
and that “powerful Washington insiders working to defeat the Tea Party’s conservative
message” ... are “banking on Kelly Flynn.” On the flyer’s “Liberal Agenda,” the Assembly
Action Fund lists “DEFEND KELLY FLYNN” in bold red, underlined letters, along with items
such as “Pass Anti-Gun Laws,” “Expand Abortion,” and “More and Bigger Spending.”It urges
residents of HD68 to “Call Kelly Flynn at 266-3322. Tell him to cut his ties with these liberal
Washington insiders.” Further, “Liberal Washington insiders working with a violent left-wing
union to defeat the Tea Parties and deliver the GOP to liberals? That’s not how we do things
here in Montana.”
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